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Explore and evaluate the use of body worn cameras in evidence-based policing. 

In this essay, the topic of body worn cameras (BWCs), its uses and how it relates to evidence-based policing will be discussed.
Body worn cameras have grabbed large amounts of attention throughout the recent years as a tool for evidence-based policing. This is a small device on an officer’s uniform which records audio and video footage when dealing with their interactions with the public. They document real life recordings and real time audio. It offers more concrete evidence of incidents compared to officer recalls or witness proofs, this evidence is more reliable and is good enough to be shown in court. This means that evidence-based policing is supported by recorded footage of police-citizen encounters.
The use of body worn cameras has become more prevalent in law enforcement. Complaints were made to the police were reported by 22 of the 30 studies. These complaints were made regarding the issues of littering as well as drunk and disorderly behaviour. (Cubitt T., Lesic, R., Myers, G. & Corry, R., 2017)
The professional standard for best practise is to support officers as their actions are being recorded and thus this will reduce of misconduct and inappropriate behaviour. This can lead to improvements in the relationship between officers and the public.  The review in (Cubitt T., Lesic, R., Myers, G. & Corry, R., 2017) covered 30 studies which all showed that the use of body worn cameras improved public relations and lowered the risk of assault causes, however there can be causes of bias which caused incidents to be recorded when they weren’t deemed to be the appropriate level of importance.
The use of BWCs is to improve the safety of the locations where officers may patrol. It is capable of preventing anti-social behaviour and crime but can also safeguard personal accusations of misconduct. Body worn cameras can also improv security levels in public areas. Guidelines have been explained by the Met Police on when and how the cameras can be used to record crimes which may be admissible in court. The cameras will be pinned on their chest with a non-verbal warning to any criminal, even if the officer is not on patrol. The camera can record audio and video for evidence to court which is then uploaded to a secure server. It is stored for 31 days and after that it is automatically deleted. Additional use of body worn cameras expand the effect on arrests as well as stop and search, or even responding to a domestic abuse report. According to (Chapman,B., 2018), the BWC’s have reduced the “use of force and fewer complains against officers”, up to a 90% reduction. A past case on a body worn camera when they revealed a conversational incident officers’ error this is more explained on (Crisp, W. and Dodd, V., 2020). Leaked review of Met police body-worn videos reveals officer errors. The Guardian. [online] 19 Oct. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/oct/19/leaked-review-of-met-police-body-worn-videos-reveals-officer-errors.
Body worn cameras have their strengths and weakness the aspect of the strength is the camera being footage ensuring officers observe professional standards. Using the footage as evidence to investigate and to be presented in court. 
Focussing on the positive aspects of BWCs, it can help the individual responsible for their actions during any interactions. The footage that is recorded can be used to support any statements made by witnesses. The footage can be used as evidence in which will support the consequences needed to decide whether someone is guilty of a crime or not. The presence of BWCs can encourage officers to act more professional as the officers are aware that all their actions are on record. The footage can be beneficial for training purposes, allowing officers and organisations to review real-life scenarios and identify areas where further training may be necessary. According to (Erstad, W., 2016), the uses of these cameras has caused behaviour to be improved as well as reducing the number of complaints made my members of the public because the officers are being recorded, so there is actual evidence as to whether there is any misconduct.
[bookmark: _Hlk141301762]Even though they have positives, there are some downsides to them. One of these reasons is because the recording equipment may not record the entire chain of events that will happen, or it may not be clear to see any important evidence or may even contain sensitive information about the individuals. The members of the public are unaware that they are being recorded as the camera is facing towards them, this may even invoke a data protection issue.  The cameras may be in low light so it is hard to see what is happening and will not prove to be useful. The officer’s body may even block the view depending on the angle or their body when going to use a weapon like a taser. Another major drawback is that the camera can’t see where their eyes can see, this means it can miss important events, depending on the height and angle they happen, especially if they turn their head and look at other directions (Erstad, W., 2016).

There are different type of evidence relating to a crime topic it can have both positive and challenging aspects. This will show different perspective.

Domestic violence footage can show the evidence in cases capturing incident effecting state of the victim, they may record on their mobile device for evidence, the victim can show the injures what abuse of the attacker did, their property being destroyed this shows the attacker anger where they lash out. Also, any screenshots of text messages how they communicate and how do they text. The challenges are often appearing private spaces and the presence of BWCs might not always be sufficient or may build isolation establishments for victims and families. It's essential to strike a balance between continuing the privacy of victims and collecting pertinent evidence. An estimated 1.6 million women aged 16 to 74 suffered domestic abuse in England and Wales in the last year. (Meghan Elkin November 24, 2021)
‌
Street crime is a criminal offense in public places its often called robbery or mugging, assaults and vandalism. BWCs provide valuable evidence in street crime cases the footage captured or can identify suspects and witnesses, reconstructing crime scenes, and corroborating victim and witness statements. This can lead to more successful investigations and higher conviction rates. The use of BWCs ensures transparency in law enforcement activities, as the recorded footage can be reviewed to ensure officers are adhering to proper procedures and using appropriate force during interactions with the public. BWCs can capture footage of innocent individuals who are not involved in the crime. Safeguards must be in place to protect the privacy rights individual not related to the incident. (Reolink Blog august 2022)
Stop and search where officers stop to ask questions and sometimes search individuals in public places based on reasonable suspicion or specific legal grounds. It is a conversation about any concerns about abuse, racial profiling or anything to do with the community. Individuals may be aware to be searched by officers. This awareness could lead to a decrease in certain types of street-level crime. If the induvial is carrying anything its removed by officers such as weapons, drugs, or other contraband, so enhancing public safety. Stop and search can be a valuable tool in investigation in criminal mainly in criminal activities. It allows officers to identify and address possibly dangerous situations, ensuring their safety and the safety of others in the vicinity. Most significant concerns with stop and search is the potential for racial profiling, where certain racial or ethnic groups are disproportionately targeted, leading to feelings of discrimination. Overuse or misuse of stop and search can damage the relationship between communities there will be reduced reported crimes. Bowling B and Phillips C. (2007)
‌Antisocial behaviour includes criminal and non-criminal behaviour such as, threatening, harassing or unruly behaviour such as drunkenness in public spaces drug use the mess and disruption that can go with it vandalism, graffiti, fly-tipping and littering disruptive neighbours. Anti-social behaviour refers to actions that cause harm, distress, or harassment to others, impacting the quality of life and community well-being. Addressing anti-social behaviour contributes to creating safer communities where residents can live without fear or disruption. Some methods focus on prevention and early intervention, aiming to identify and address the root causes of anti-social behaviour before it escalates, in some case restorative justice practices can be employed to address anti-social behaviour, emphasising repair and settlement rather than punishment. Raising public awareness about anti-social behaviour can encourage communities to be vigilant and report incidents, facilitating early intervention. Effective strategies may also focus on providing support and assistance to victims of anti-social behaviour, helping them cope with the impact of such incidents. Defining anti-social behaviour can be subjective, leading to varying interpretations and challenges in identifying specific incidents. (College of Policing no date).
The values of problem-solving techniques and evidence-based policing to address complex issues and improve their policing practices. These principles focus on data-driven decision identifying the underlying factors contributing to crime and anti-social behaviour to develop targeted solutions. Data driven decision making is gathering all data crime trends hotspots, repeat offenders, and community concerns to identify patterns and prioritise areas for intervention. Problem oriented policing (POP) focus on specific issues and develop comprehensive strategies rather than responding incidents as they occur. Evidence base policing use research and evaluation this is to inform policing strategies. Test interventions is controlled trials to evaluate the impact of new initiatives before scaling them up. Regularly review and assess effective of policing strategies and adapt based on the evidence. College of Policing. (no date)

Applying to police practise is by analysing crime data and community concerns to identify the most attention. Using problem-oriented policing techniques to analyse the root causes and contributing factors of identified issues. With best practise evidence base policing is the best practise and academic research, continuously monitoring their effect through community feedback. Police engaging with the community to build trust and to collaborate on crime prevention. Empathise training officers to get techniques community engagement and relevance of evidence base policing. By fit in these principles into policing practices, officers can raise positive relationships with the community, enhance public safety, and achieve meaningful and sustainable results in crime reduction and overall community well-being. Fleming, J. (2018).
‌
References 

1.  (No date) Body-worn video: A systematic review of literature - timothy IC cubitt ... Available at: https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0004865816638909 (Accessed: 27 July 2023).

2. No date) Body-worn video: A systematic review of literature - timothy IC cubitt ... Available at: https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0004865816638909 (Accessed: 27 July 2023)

3. Chapman, B., Skyward Kick Productions/Shutterstock (see reuse policy). and About the author&nbsp; &nbsp; Brett Chapman is a social science analyst in NIJ’s Office of Research and Evaluation. (no date) Body-worn cameras: What the evidence tells Us, National Institute of Justice. Available at: https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/articles/body-worn-cameras-what-evidence-tells-us#:~:text=The%20technology%2C%20which%20can%20be%20mounted%20on%20an,them%20into%20contact%20with%20members%20of%20the%20community. (Accessed: 27 July 2023).


4. (No date) ‘The Guardian. [online] 19 Oct. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/oct/19/leaked-review-of-met-police-body-worn-videos-reveals-officer-errors.’

5. Erstad, W. (2016a) Police perspective: The pros & cons of police body cameras, Rasmussen University. Available at: https://www.rasmussen.edu/degrees/justice-studies/blog/pros-and-cons-of-police-body-cameras/ (Accessed: 27 July 2023). 


6. Elkin, M. (no date a) Violence against women and girls: Helping to understand the scale and impact of the problem, Office for National Statistics. Available at: https://blog.ons.gov.uk/2021/11/24/violence-against-women-and-girls-helping-to-understand-the-scale-and-impact-of-the-problem/ (Accessed: 27 July 2023). 


7. Reolink (august 2022) Street crime: Definition, types, examples &amp; powerful deterrent - reolink blog, Reolink. Available at: https://reolink.com/blog/street-crime-how-security-cameras-prevent-it/ (Accessed: 27 July 2023). 

8. Evidence base: References and footnotes (no date) College of Policing. Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/app/stop-and-search/evidence-base-references-and-footnotes (Accessed: 27 July 2023). 

9. Introduction and types of critical incidents (no date) College of Policing. Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/app/critical-incident-management/introduction-and-types-critical-incidents#anti-social-behaviour (Accessed: 28 July 2023).


10. Delivering effective analysis (no date) College of Policing. Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/app/intelligence-management/analysis/delivering-effective-analysis (Accessed: 28 July 2023). 

11. Fleming, J. (1970) How do the police respond to evidence-based policing?, SpringerLink. Available at: https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-319-76635-5_10 (Accessed: 28 July 2023). 
