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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

The most significant legislation relating to family law was the introduction of the Children Act 1989 (CA). This legislation draws together public and private law ensuring the welfare of children is first and foremost in England and Wales. Lord Mackay (cited in O’Loughlin and O’Loughlin, 2008) described this Act as “the most radical legislative reforms to children’s services of the (last) century”. This Act states, what local authorities and the courts are required to do to protect the welfare of children, and forms the foundation for safeguarding practice with children. However, in Wales Part III of this Act was replaced by the introduction of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, (SSWBA, 2014) providing a new legal framework for social services in Wales in addition to the CA (1989).

Key principles of the SSWBA, (2014) in relation to safeguarding children is, information sharing, multidisciplinary working, promote well-being and co-productive working with child at risk, family and carer. Welsh Government have also incorporated principles of the United Nations Convention on the Right of the Child into law when implementing Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011. This measure enables children the right to express their own views and have them listened to when any strategic decisions are made, and that respect for identity, well-being and protection from harm is the responsibility of the government (Lyttleton-Smith, 2021). 

Section 130(4) of SSWBA (2014) places duty to report children at risk and defines “a child at risk” as a child who is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm and has needs for care and support. Types of harm include, for example, physical abuse, neglect, emotional and sexual abuse. Types of abuse may have different indicators, for example, indicators of physical abuse may consist of unexplained bruising, cuts, burns. 
Significant harm is defined under section 31(10) of the CA (1989) as “harm suffered by a child is significant turns on the child’s health or development, compared with what reasonably be expected of a similar child”. 

Once the local authority receives a report under Section 130, they must then consider if there are grounds to carry out investigation under Section47 of the CA (1989) with initial checks and decision requiring conclusion within one working day. Initial checks include information gathering and multi-agency contribution and the evidence presented, may indicate no concerns, or instigation of section 47 enquiries. Section 47 enquiries determines whether a child ‘is suffering, or is likely to suffer, significant harm’.

Once section 47 enquiries are complete, recommendations are made regarding intervention.  A strategy meeting may follow and depending on the findings, care and support assessment under Part III of SSWBA (2014) may be required or if concerns are substantiated a child protection conference will follow.  This process is in line with the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) which outlines clearly the responsibilities and roles of practitioners with regard to safeguarding children.  

Monitoring national policies and procedures as well as raising awareness of local issues and essential to the safeguarding process is the six regional safeguarding boards across Wales who monitor and promote effective co-production, well-being and voice of children. Furthermore section 132 of SSWBA (2014) the National Independent Safeguarding Board operates, providing support, advice and effectiveness of arrangements to safeguard children in Wales. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work


[bookmark: _GoBack]Koubel (2016) argues that safeguarding adults and safeguarding children share some similar features, for example, to some degree the symptoms and signs that would trigger concerns in children at risk of harm would also be the same in adults who are at risk of harm, however, there are also some aspects that differ.

Reflecting upon the differences between safeguarding in adults and children, one key difference is the adult’s right to self-determination. An adult can make a choice not to do anything to protect themselves, which is not the case for children. The Mental Capacity Act 2005 plays a key role in adult safeguarding, providing a framework for a decision to be made in the adult’s best interest, in circumstances when they are unable to make a decision, while also supporting adults with capacity along with their rights to make unwise decisions which does not apply in the case for children.  

When reporting an adult at risk of abuse or neglect the regional safeguarding board have devised a form which is used across all six counties in the region. This form can be used by any agency such as, health board, third sector services, Police, and social workers. However, in adult safeguarding consent is required by the adult prior to making report, unless in situations where for instance, there are capacity issues or the adult would be at further risk, the overriding principles can be applied (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019).  In children’s safeguarding parental consent is not required. However, a young person may wishes to make a decision without parental consent. In these circumstances, the Gillick competency and Fraser guidelines, which aid people to balance the need to consider children’s wishes while also keeping them safe, should be considered to ascertain whether the child is mature enough to make decision, and understand their implications (NSPCC,2022) 

In circumstances where there is immediate risk to a child, emergency action may be required to remove the child to a place of safety. Section 46 of the Children Act 1989, gives powers to Police to remove a child to a place of safety. Additionally, Section 44 of the Act gives orders for a person to apply to the court for an Emergency Protection Order if the child is likely to suffer significant harm. Where as in adult safeguarding, a person can apply to justice of the peace for Adult Protection and Support Order under section 127 Part 7 of Social Services Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, to gain access in order to speak privately with adult, and ascertain whether they are speaking freely about decisions, however have no power to remove (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019e).
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