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The Image Above is a mosaic of the Battle at Issus[footnoteRef:1]. The Battle at Issus took place in 333BC while Alexander the Great was still the King of Macedonia This battle took place not long after the Battle at Granicus. Alexander wanted to follow his father’s footsteps in conquering the Persian Empire[footnoteRef:2]. The mosaic itself is said to be a copy of a painting owned by Alexander made around 100BC the mosaic shows alexander to the left on his horse fighting against Darius III who is in what seems to be a chariot on the centre right; As of now on show at the Museo Archeologico Nazionale in Naples[footnoteRef:3]. [1:  https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Battle_of_Issus_mosaic_-_Museo_Archeologico_Nazionale_-_Naples_BW.jpg
]  [2:  https://www.thoughtco.com/overview-battle-issus-november-333-bc-116810
]  [3:  https://cosmolearning.org/images/the-battle-of-issus-shown-on-the-alexander-mosaic-c-100-bc-in-pompeii-1023/
] 

This Alexander mosaic was created in around 100BC and is based off a painting created by Apelles of Kos and later turned into this mosaic by Philoxenus of Eretria, often sources will state either of these for making the original painting. The mosaic itself came from Pompei[footnoteRef:4] and was a Roman floor mosaic found in The House of Faun. The House of Faun was a privately owned residence and was seen as the one of the largest and most impressive home in Pompei. Seen as the most luxurious Roman residencies due to its home of many famous pieces of art one of those being the exact floor mosaic making its architectural evidence to better reflect the period more so than anything found in Rome itself.  Why the piece itself was made is unknown it was more than likely made to show off Alexander the Greats success in the Battle at Issus as well as to solidify the moment in history. The Audience for this piece is complicated because it wasn’t made for a public residence its likely that it was made for the owners own enjoyment and to show off their wealth to any visitors that game to visit their residence. That being said its likely the original painting was made for Alexanders own personal enjoyment and to gloat about his success in the battle against Darius III. [4: https://web.archive.org/web/20160304000712/http://europeanhistory.boisestate.edu/westciv/alexander/06.shtml
] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]The Mosaic describes the battle between two large leaders during Alexanders attempt of proving himself like his father. Officially the reasoning for the battle was revenge on the Persians for their destructive campaign against the Greeks 150 years earlier however the unofficial reason as to why Alexander openly went against Darius was for fame and fortune[footnoteRef:5]. The ‘issues’ that the mosaic brings up could be interpreted as the dire thirst each leader had to prove to their people and themselves they were able to live up to the success of the leader before them, something that is well known with Alexander the Great.  [5:  http://alexandermosaik.de/en/battle_of_issus.html] 
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