How integral was slavery to the society and economy of ancient Rome?
     Slavery was not uncommon in the ancient Roman world, in fact slavery was essential to the survival of the Roman Empire. Understanding how slaves contributed to the economy of ancient Rome and its society, the term slavery must be discussed. Slavery is where the laws of property and ownership apply to a human. Modern scholarship and the analysis of the ancient Roman world has been heavily dependent on literary sources, which are bias, due to the nature of the author normally being an ‘elite’ member of society. Literary sources might explain how the elite in Rome viewed the slaves, but also how they understood the function of slaves in their society. Epigraphical evidence such as epitaphs may open a gateway in to the lives of freed slaves, but not the masses who upheld the existence of the Roman Empire, leaving the ancient Roman world open to distorted interpretations. To determine how integral slavery was to the society and economy of ancient Rome, modern scholarship and ancient literary sources, dating from 300 BC – 100 BC, from writers such as, Valerius Maximus, Dio Chrysostom and Plautus will be analysed. 
     Modern scholar Scheidel, suggests during the late Republican period of Rome it was estimated that ‘15-25% of the total population’ of Rome were slaves.[footnoteRef:1] Slaves (servi) in ancient Rome were property of their master until death, or if fortunate, granted freedom through manumission. Valerie Hope argues there existed an ‘institution of slavery’ and that ‘all men were not equal’.[footnoteRef:2] Hope introduces a variety of different slaves that existed, ‘urban slave, rural slave, ex-slave’.[footnoteRef:3] Hope explains how these different forms of slave had different roles, a rural slave would work the fields on a farm, an urban slave working in the Roman household and how an ex-slave still has obligations to their former master, working for them till death. It is common knowledge that slaves in Rome were mistreated. Evidence from Valerius Maximus backs this, ‘tortured them much and long, slaves so faithful’, the slaves in this context were so devoted to their master who had fled.[footnoteRef:4] Slaves in the ancient Roman world were allowed relationships, if granted permission by their master, however it is suggested many were encouraged to have relations in the hope of home-born slaves (vernae), who were economically beneficial to the household. Slaves had no legal standing under Roman law, but worked hard in the household, contributed to wider society and economy, in the hope of being granted freedom. [1:  Scheidel, 2007, p.3.]  [2:  Hope, 2000, p.128.]  [3:  Hope, 2000, p.128-9.]  [4:  Valerius, p.79.] 

     In the ancient Roman world slaves were essential to the stabilisation of all aspects of the Roman Empire. Modern scholars have analysed the roles as well as duties slaves were expected to perform and have deemed the population of slaves to be a manmade economic institution. Cambridge historian Keith Hopkins classified the early Roman Empire as a ‘market economy’ and argues ‘slaves and markets were important, even dominant, institutions’.[footnoteRef:5] In all modern societies, the household is considered an important consumer unit or in Hopkins argument, a ‘form of market’, in which slaves effectively maintained.[footnoteRef:6] Therefore, household slaves contributed to the wider society of Rome but also the wider economic market. Making them an integral part of society. [5:  Scheidel, 2012, p.48.]  [6:  Scheidel, 2012, p.48.] 

     Central to the Roman household, was the woman, usually the mother of the household, who was expected would perform a range of domestic duties such as: doing laundry, preparing meals, caring for her children and cleaning up after her husband. Historian Robert Knapp, in a chapter on ‘ordinary women’, explains how the list of domestic duties were minimalised due to slaves undertaking these tasks.[footnoteRef:7] Slaves were considered domestic servants, they took on roles such as: cooking for their master, cleaning, tutors, attenders at banquets and some were wet nurses. The roles and duties a slave performed in a household was dependent on what their master, the (paterfamilia) male figure head. Evidence of slaves being used as attenders is present in Plautus play, the Curculio, where he writes in the script ‘followed by some slaves, one with a jug of wine’.[footnoteRef:8] This evidence suggests it was a normal occurrence in slave culture, that the masters expected to be waited on. Slaves working in the household (domus) are essential to keeping the Roman society working. Slaves kept households across Rome, stable and productive, which would have been recognised across wider society but also the economic value of the work they undertook in the household was immense. [7:  Knapp, 2011, p.80.]  [8:  Plautus, p.231.] 

     Among the wealthiest in Rome, slaves were an extension of their status. The more slaves you had the more influential, powerful and wealthy you were. Some of the elite in Rome would have had several properties, urban and rural and land. Many land owners would train their slaves to become farmers, to work the land for economic gain, monetary gain. Dio Chrysostom argues ‘free-born would sell themselves, so that they are slaves by contract’ this point is made by Dio in order to highlight how anyone, everyone could be a slave, educated or not educated, rich or poor.[footnoteRef:9] It is suggested the more educated a slave, the better they were at performing economic roles and it increased their value. Peter Temin presents evidence about Cato using slaves as an economic tool, ‘educated slaves for a year and then sold them in a sort of primitive business school’.[footnoteRef:10] Slaves were crucial to the Roman economy and evidence shows the wealthiest knew this, they used and abused the economic institution of slaves.  [9:  Dio Chrysostom, p.165.]  [10:  Termin, 2006, p.142.] 

     In the final analysis, it could be argued slaves were the Roman society and therefore integral to the economy and society. The slave population had an important day to day role in the Roman households, worked the land as an economic tool for the wealthiest, in order to keep the Roman Empire functioning. Modern scholars can all agree slaves were the Roman Empire and ancient writers do recognise the Roman people did understand the function slaves played for wider society and the stabilisation of the economy. 
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