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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: An investigation into the prevalence of knife crime: why are young people the so susceptible as perpetrators and as victims?
INTRODUCTION:

This dissertation aspires to investigate how and why knife crime has become prevalent in today’s society and why young people are now more affected than ever before, as victims but also perpetrators. 

Knife crime can be simply defined as any crime involving knives or other bladed or pointed articles (Sidebottom A, et al, 2021).

There is no argument that knife crime is increasing in the UK. The number of people admitted to hospital with injuries caused by an assailant with a knife or sharp object has increased by 93% since 2012 (Youth Select Committee, 2020). 

Knife crimes can be committed by anyone of any age however I would like to examine why knife crime committed by young people is on the rise. 

The office for National Statistics (2024) have found that teenagers are “far more likely to be killed by a knife or a sharp instrument than for victims of all ages.” Recorded in the year ending March 2023, “there were 51 homicides where the victim was a teenager. In around 8 in 10 of these, the method of killing was with a knife or sharp instrument.” 

Furthermore, the Ministry of Justice (2024) has found that “the latest year saw 3,206 10 to 17-year olds knife and offence weapon offences dealt with by the CJS, an increase of 20% compared to ten years ago.”

I have chosen this topic because in my experience of being a police officer, knife crime is one of the most common types of crime that is faced by police. I have chosen to specifically examine why young people are the most affected as they seem to be more involved in this type of crime over any other age group.

Throughout my research, I would like to discern what is being done by the UK Government and police to prevent knife crime. I would also like to review what is already in place or has recently been put in place to tackle knife crime and determine how affective these solutions actually are.

I feel that this topic is worthy of an undergraduate dissertation because there is plentiful information, sources and literature that will assist me with my research and the topic is very relevant in today’s age.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

1. To investigate why knife crime in the UK is on the rise.

2. To determine the most suitable questions to collect officers’ views and opinions on why they believe young people are so susceptible to knife crime and how often they deal with young people committing this type of crime.

3. To find out what makes young people commit knife crime and what makes young people targets of this also.

4. To explore what is being done to tackle knife crime and what strategies are in place to educate young people of the dangers of knife crime.




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Knife crime is a widely discussed topic in the media currently especially after the event at Southport where a 17 year old boy had conducted a knife attack at a children’s dance class which ended in the loss of three children’s lives. There are many articles, journals and governments reports that illustrate the prevalence of knife crime. I will mainly be using google scholar to source my references however I will also be looking at multiple case studies.

What I would like to research are the reasons why it is becoming more common for children to involve themselves in such malevolent acts.

There is currently evidence to suggest why adults may carry knives on them however I would like to focus mainly on why children may be carrying knives. Abigail McNeill and Levin Wheller (2019) suggest that people carry knives for “self protection and fear”, “self-presentation” and “utility – particularly for individuals who use weapons to facilitate other behaviours such as theft, sexual assault, injury and serious harm.” I would like to find out if the reasons children may carry knives are the same as why an adult would.

Chris Eades (2006) suggests that although there is little research into the reasons why young people may carry knives, Eades found that children who have been reprimanded for being a knife into school did it because they did not feel safe.

However, there is an obvious difference between carry a knife on one’s person for self-defence and actively going into a children’s dance school and committing numerous, unprovoked attacks in Southport. The more serious knife crime offences such as this is what I would like to research the motivation behind. Was this the result of radicalisation and if so then what is being done to intervene children from becoming radicalised?


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I believe that officers and staff whose work is focussed on youth offending and public protection will be able to give me an insight into the motivation behind youth knife crimes as they deal with offences such as these as part of their daily working lives. It will provide me with information, opinions and real cases that they have come across in their careers.
 
I will also interview police officers in senior roles to find out what they understand about knife crime from a professional view and what police are doing to tackle and prevent knife crime by young people.

I will consider questionnaires to response and neighbourhood officers regarding how often they may deal with young people who have committed knife related offences such as through stop searches. 



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be looking to seek perspectives from higher ranking police officers to gain a professional response and also if there are any operations or plan in place to tackle knife crime. 

I also think a general questionnaire to response and neighbourhood constables may be of value as they are more exposed to dealing with victims and perpetrators of knife crime in the first instance.

Ultimately, I believe that speaking with staff from the youth offending service and officers from the public protection unit is going to give me the best insight into what they perceive are the reasons young people may be involving themselves in knife crime. They will also be able to tell me how they deal with young people who are offenders of this type of crime and how successful that is in rehabilitating them. 

	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I understand knife crime is an extremely sensitive topic at the moment. I will be asking staff and officers about their personal experiences with dealing with young people’s involvement in knife crime where I expect the information I obtain to be kept completely anonymous especially because I am specifically inquiring about young people.

There may be the issue of staff and officers not feeling comfortable with speaking with me or giving me information about this topic due to the sensitive nature.

	TIME SCALE:
. 

Literature review: 04/11/2024

Research methodology and planning: 16/12/2024

Analysis of results: 03/02/2025

Findings and conclusion: 10/03/2025

Final project submission: 07/04/2024
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