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During this essay, an evaluation made between both victim and suspect’s journey going through the criminal justice system will be viewed, both views and different experiences will also be evaluated. Other related subjects that link to this question will be, Out of court disposals, the legislations and functions used when detaining and escorting a suspect to custody, the knowledge and understanding of all relevant procedures in relation to charging a person and the types of courts, the court process, including interpretations and analysis that can be drawn from evidence given. Then finally, during the end of this essay, an evaluation will be drawn upon these subjects and linked back to the main question of “Evaluate the balance of both the victim and suspects journey through the criminal justice process”.

Out of court disposals (OOCDs) in the UK are used when police officers want to resolve low-level crime, anti-social behaviour and low-level criminal damage, when the offender is known and admits the offence. An OOCD can only be used in limited circumstances. WYPACM (2015). From South Wales Police (2025), Using out of court disposals on cases such as these not only makes the entire process easier but also allows them to deal with it quickly without resorting to the courts. There are many diverse types of OOCDs, which include, restorative justice, warning and agreement, restoration and rehabilitation Redbridge (2025). The most common OOCD a person will pick is community resolutions, as they are the most suitable for low level and common offences Home Office (2023). Which links back to the suspects' journey since they would most likely pick this option when given the choice. From Michael R, Aaron A, Paul B and Lyndsey B (2022), “available data suggest that OOCDs can support rehabilitation and reduce reoffending for various types of offenders and offending”. From this data it proves that OOCDs help support rehabilitation as well as reducing reoffending rates. The information above shows that OOCDs are effective in preventing crime and keeping low crime offenders from the courts.

Starting off the suspects journey is the detainment which said by Liberty Human rights (2025), “The police’s power to arrest is mainly regulated by the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) and the Codes of Conduct.” As told, the police use PACE 1984 to detain a suspect to prevent a crime, after this the police usually give the caution to a suspect which reads as “You do not have to say anything. But it may harm your defence if you do not mention when questioned something which you later rely on in court. Anything you do say may be given in evidence.” Home office (2025). After this the suspect is transported to a police station, as said by Liberty Human rights (2025), the custody officer must be informed as to why the arrest has taken place, which they will then decide to either keep the suspect in a police cell (custody) or let the suspect go.
The victim has a different journey said by Crown Prosecution Service (2022), ‘You have the right under the Victims Code to be provided with information about the investigation so if you have any questions about the progress of your case you can get in touch with your police contact and they’ll be happy to help.’ After the suspect has been arrested, the victim under the victim's code will be provided information about the ongoing investigation. A victim must also provide with a timeline from the College of Policing (2025), that includes contact details of the investigating officer, a crime reference number, details of the offence, the criminal justice process and what support services are available. All the information provided will be given via any type of communication you choose, for example phone, text or mail Ministry of Justice (2021). Ask the Police (2021), any vulnerable victim is allowed and given enhanced support.

[bookmark: _Int_6CXHWyGY][bookmark: _Int_v4mbc6rN][bookmark: _Int_IhTzynEF]Next the prosecution process takes place. Before any suspect is charged, a decision must be made, for serious cases the CPS will make the decision and for less serious the police will decide, from the Crown Prosecution Service (2022). There are many courts within the United Kingdom, for this essay there will only be three. The Youth court, ‘The youth court hears criminal cases about children aged between 10 and 17.’ Magistrates Association (2025). The magistrates court, from Courts and Tribunals Judiciary (2025) ‘Magistrates are trained, volunteer members of the local community who make decisions in criminal and family cases in Magistrates’ courts’ and finally Crown courts, which deal with the more serious cases that get passed on from the magistrates, Metropolitan Police (2025). For the sake of this essay this suspect will be prosecuted by the magistrate's court, describing the steps they will take. On the other hand, the victim's journey will also be described. Continuing with the suspect, they will be taken to the first hearing, being told what they are charged with, name, address, date of birth and nationality and finally asked if they plead guilty or not guilty, Ministry of Justice (2019). If the suspect pleads guilty then the sentences will start right away if they plead not guilty, the trial will continue as follows from Purcell Parker (2025), The prosecution will summarise the case against the suspect. The prosecution will call their witnesses, then the defence has the opportunity to respond. The district judge then decides whether the suspect is guilty or not, and gives a suitable sentence if guilty, Metropolitan Police (2025). From the Sentencing Council (2025), If the suspect were to be guilty, they can appeal the conviction and or sentence within the crown court. However, the victim's journey is rather different, first the victim must wait in room at the magistrate's court then give evidence towards the case within the court room, they may also be given specific measures to help them for example, support from the Witness Care unit, Home office (2025). After this, the Ministry of Justice (2022) states that “After you have given your evidence, you may be asked questions by the defendant’s lawyer, the judge or the prosecutor.” When this happens, the victim is ‘cross-examined’. Finally, a verdict will be reached following the same root as the suspect, depending on what the district judge chooses, where the outcome is told to the victim by the Witness care unit, Victim and Witness information (2025). The victim can also make a personal statement, describing how the suspect’s actions (crime) has affected them emotionally, physically, mentally and financially, Victim Support (2025). At the post-trial support, the victim is entitled to support and information about the whole trial, which will be delivered through the Witness Care Unit which will also inform them of any support services if needed, Victims Commissioner (2025). Support that can be given is for example, court awarded compensation. For when the suspect has dealt any damage the victim can order them to pay compensation for the loss, Victim Support (2025). Additionally, they can be given support through the NHS such as mental health support, counselling and therapies, Crown Prosecution Service (2022). And finally, the victim has the right to challenge any decision to release an offender and be able to join the Victim Contact Scheme which happens when the suspect is sentenced to 12 months or more for a violent or sexual offence, being able to receive an explanation of the sentence and apply for compensation and more, according to Victim and Witness Information (2025).

To conclude on the subject ‘Evaluate the balance of both the victim and suspects journey through the criminal justice process’ Both victim and suspects journey has been described in detail backed up by credible sources, which entail how both victim and suspect travel through the justice system. The victim is given lots of support and help throughout the process as it is needed considering they are the ones needing help which are, support from Witness Care Unit, NHS and other support systems throughout the case. The suspect who may or may not have caused a crime also receives lots of help consisting of legal aid during trial, being told the rights which they are entitled to as well as being able to appeal the case. To conclude both victim and suspect receive the support they need and the whole journey has been well described within this essay.
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