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Introduction to your new portfolio 

Many professionals despair at college portfolios 

You will have to restructure it! 

To target hard nosed professional people 

To show them what they wish to see,  

in the way they wish to see it.  

Here’s how….. 
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Does size matter? 

Yes - size and style are important factors 

Consider the interview environment 

Find out as much as possible beforehand 

Consider carrying it around all day 

Be prepared! 
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Portfolio Design 

Keep it looking professional and fresh 

How can you change the content for each client? 

Have something to leave behind as a reminder 

Back up with project information/time sheets 

Think of it as a window to your skills/abilities 

Don’t forget development work 
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Portfolio Design 
Put in any success stories that might be relevant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Business of Illustration – The Portfolio 
 

Portfolio Design 

There are many types available 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So select them carefully 
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Portfolio Design 

To suit different situations and environments 
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Portfolio Design 

The sky is the limit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are the creatives....so be creative! 
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Portfolio Design 

Don’t forget the alternatives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hard copy, website, portfolio site, social media! 
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Portfolio – Alternative thoughts 

Consider skills shortfall, what can be done? 

Look around and see what is available 

Continually ask for feedback – lecturers, industry? 

Not much time.... 

Compared to industry you have loads so get on 

with it! 
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Portfolio Design – Be Professional 
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Portfolio Design – Be Consistent 
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Portfolio Design – Keep it Clean and Concise 
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Portfolio Summary 

Keep it small and light 

Carefully consider content and keep it flexible 

Include professional back up – briefs, time sheets 

Don’t pad it out with poor work......  

this is your showcase 

As creative as you can – it will be remembered 

Be prepared to get help/show people 
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Portfolio – Ex Students Comments 

A2 is too big…. I was told at an interview 

(Mark Goulden - Businesslink) 
 

They wont be impressed by a wall to wall self 
portrait, keep it clean and simple. 

(Joseph Dickens - Saphireselect) 
 

I would say A3 portfolio as you can get most of 
your stuff in that 

(Lee Stinton - Future Media/Freelance Illustrator) 
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Portfolio – Ex Students Comments 

Remember - your standard will be judged by your 
worst piece of work 

(Martin Stopher - Kingston Technology) 
 

Digital formats are the way forward 

(Mark Goulden - Businesslink) 
 

Floor space is expensive in central London, you 
should have seen how tiny their office is. Thank 
goodness I had that small portfolio and Ipad. 

(Tanya Allen - Dreamscape Films) 
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Portfolio – Ex Students Comments 
 

The other applicant had to show their portfolio in 
the corridor as there wasn’t enough room. 

(Helen Richards - Freelance Illustrator) 
 

I got my job because I was the only one with 
development work in my portfolio… it really is 
important to make a neat job of it… only three 
of us were invited in for an actual interview. 

(Stacy Taylor, Red Top Design) 
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Portfolio – Industry Comments 
 

 

These days its so easy to buy and set out a new 
compact portfolio… don’t take originals unless 
asked for… you may lose them! 

(Portfolio Advice - Association of Illustrators) 
 

Its so simple and rather obvious (bringing a large 
portfolio), when you arrive at my office you 
may as well shout out “hey, look at me, I am 
new to this” 

(Eddy Wouters (ed) - Art Scene International Magazine) 

 

 


