IDEATE

THE LOW RECYCLING WASTE AND THE IMPORTANCE OF AWARENESS OF TYPES OF WASTE 

Replacing disposable coffee cups being sold, and food being served in disposable boxes we should insist student to carry their own coffee mugs for the coffee. or the cafeteria providing students with cups which has to be returned and follow the same for the food. this step will not only reduce contamination of waste but will eradicate lot of waste in the first place and will bring on sense of responsibility to students. advising students to carry their own water bottles to the campus so they can fill in water as we have water fountains located in everybody’s reach throughout the campus this will help in minimizing the water bottles waste produced in campus 

DRS system Deposit Return System 
This is a system which was agreed to be followed on a nationwide level by all the four united kingdom nations which will come into action by the year 2025 . while that happens, we can follow the same in our own campus which is a simple system of paying a deposit on any bottled drink purchased in the campus. once the consumer finishes their drink, they have to return their empty bottle from the place they purchased and they will get their amount back. we know it is a very inconvenient process but will help in the increase of recyclable waste being collected in our campus this will also help us to be prepared beforehand for the upcoming nationwide change that is going to occur .

Symbols or OPRL (on – pack recycling label)
There are symbols on the packaging of all the products students should be aware of the meaning of the symbols so that they know what kind of waste they are dealing with.
Students have to be thought of these symbols when conducting campaigns 
Which people often are not aware of the meanings of the symbols  
Some examples of these symbols are:-

[image: A recycle sign with a white arrow

Description automatically generated with low confidence]RECYCLE 
This is completely fit for recycling 


	

   [image: OPRL label stating Don't recycle with white swoosh on black background]               
                DON’T RECYCLE 
                 This item is strictly prohibited from recycling  	
[image: PET resin code 1]       PLASTIC RESIN CODE 
                  Resin identification code it is represented with chasing arrows with 
                  Number in between them from “1-7”

These are some of the basic symbols of recycling we come across with packaging in campus. But still there are more symbols that everyone should be aware of but those aren’t the products which are widely used in campus 

Some symbols which are often misunderstand by students if they are recycling or recyclable material example-


[image: The Green Dot symbol]                       THE GREEN DOT
                        This symbol does not indicate any recycling properties of the item                                     
                        But signifies that the producer made some kind of financial    
                        Contribution towards recycling and recovery of packaging 


  [image: Keep Britain Tidy Tidyman symbol]                     THE TIDY MAN 
                      This is the symbol from keep Britain tidy and not litter around but 
                       Does not mean any kind of recyclable packaging.



Awareness on recyclable materials and non-recyclable materials 
Conducting events and spreading awareness on the type of wastes and how are they classified these awareness campaigns can be conducted via universities social media platforms, via the campus information monitors , also have a team of people go into each class and state the harmful effects of waste contamination and create awareness of the students wrong doing , ask to check the symbols before disposing the waste so that they know what kind of waste that is , putting more images and symbols near the bins for students to look at and put the waste in the right bin.

People are often misunderstood about the items which are recyclable some of the items we think are recyclable but are often not recyclable example –
· Hand soap pump 
· Glossy receipts 
· Coffee cups 
· Tissues 
· Paper straws 
· Post it notes 
· Crisps packets 
· Photo paper 
· Greasy pizza boxes 

These are the examples which are widely used by students while in campus 

There are few items which are recyclable but are often misunderstood that they cannot be recycled 
· Metal lids 
· Envelops with window 

These are also the examples which are widely used by students in the campus 

Batteries Bin

There are dedicated bins for recycling batteries in the campus students are often not aware of them they should be more aware of those bins and dispose their batteries in the appropriate bins 


All these measures shall be taken into consideration and see through that the students , staff and any visitor’s to the campus shall follow these norms and make our campus more and more greener and are well educated about the types of waste and how to deal with the waste 










REFERENCES

1-wrap understanding recycling symbols available at: https://www.recyclenow.com/how-to-recycle/recycling-symbols
(accessed on 7 May 2023)
2-kate, (2019) ‘surprising things which can be recycled or composted + non recyclable materials available at : https://www.refinedprose.com/non-recyclable-materials/
(Accessed on 6 May 2023)
3- IBERDOLA ‘ The Game of recycling or how to make children aware “ 
Available at: https://www.iberdrola.com/sustainability/recycling-for-kids
(Accessed on 6 may 2023)
4- Santander Universiade’s (2023) ‘Recyclable materials list: can you tell the difference between recyclable and non-recyclable materials? Available at: https://www.becas-santander.com/en/blog/recyclable-materials-list.html
(accessed on 5 may 2023)




image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg




image1.png
Recycle





image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg
&S

PET




