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In this Report, I will evaluate the impacts of Wireless Festival on its location and the use of train transportation. I will be looking at current trends in tourism, events and leisure industries and seeing if any compared to the way Wireless festival operates.  I will be analyzing the short term and long-term impacts of the event by considering visitor numbers, tourism trends and the future planning required to accommodate visitors sustainably. I will include visitor typology and experience. I will also be speaking about any sustainability challenges posed by the event.

















[bookmark: _Int_Viwv3tOp]For this report I have chosen to write about the Wireless Festival as it happens annually during the July time. It is a festival where more American artists perform, and it is held in London. Sometimes they have different artists in various locations in London a week apart from each other, so some people do not need to travel far. There are a lot of different types of transportation for everyone to use such as uber, train/ the tube, bus, or you can drive. From experience travelling by tube or uber is difficult once the day ends but it is also the main choice of transportation so it will be remarkably busy. 

LOCATION
[bookmark: _Int_qDP2dxXY]Let us look first at the location of Wireless Festival, Finsbury Park in London. Situated just North of the very Centre of London, Finsbury Park is an actual Park where the organisers set up various stages for different types of music throughout the duration of the festival. The organisers, Live Nation, limit tickets to 50,000. Finsbury Park is a multi-cultural location with a festival appealing to the locale as well as a wider geographical audience.
TRANPSORT
In terms of Rail Transportation, the park is directly across the road from Finsbury Park Train Station. The train station is ‘inter-modal’. It is termed inter-modal because it serves a National Network, Tube Network, and a bus station. Fair to say that the transport links to Finsbury Park were a major factor in deciding a London location for this event.
The transportation to the park is aided by the fact that various other tube stations are also within walking distance of the park.
[image: ]
https://www.google.com/maps/
Because of the easy transport links to the event, unlike many other festivals in the UK, there is no camping allowed at the venue for the duration. The easy transport links mean that a short walk, tube ride, train ride or even taxi can bring ticket holders to any hotel throughout London or in the Greater region. 
However, when a festival of this nature is dependent on the ease of its transport links, it can be open to potential failure due to circumstances outside of its control. For example, in the 2023 version of Wireless, there were rail strikes that had the ability to scupper the travel plans of many of the festivalgoers. https://www.wandsworthguardian.co.uk/news
[bookmark: _Int_j8QvqjUu]Another impact on transportation is the sheer volume of passengers all wanting to congregate at the same time into one destination. Avanti trains, the network that comes to Finsbury Park issued as much travelling advice as they could in the run up to the event (https://www.avantiwestcoast.co.uk )
HISTORY
How did we get here? Music festivals of this type started in the 1960’s with the Isle of White Festival following the success of Woodstock in America. The equivalent in the UK was Glastonbury in the 70’s.
[bookmark: _Int_NQZ0Q3Bq][bookmark: _Int_nv9opWQk]Music Festivals were predominantly set in countryside locations with enough distance away from local residents to cause the least amount of disturbance.  While the idea was sound, it also meant that transport links were poor so that everybody had to travel with vehicles and then park them somewhere and then camp at the venue. When an event like Glastonbury has over 200,000 attendees for the festival this means a lot of travel issues as well as a lot of unplanned disturbance to local villages – this would be down to the traffic of 200,000 attendees travelling through surrounding towns and villages from all directions.
NEGATIVES
There is no denying that any event of any nature impacts the locale in many ways. Unfortunately, a music festival of any genre brings with it various pre-conceived ideas of loud noise, drug usage and general disturbance etc. 
Many have complained of the physical damage to the park. Although the Festival is held in July, this does not guarantee sunny weather and without it, any grassland area with 50,000 trampling through it when it is wet for 3 days will undoubtedly ruin it.  The event does however contribute to the upkeep of the park, but the surface will take time to recover leaving residents unhappy (  https://www.hamhigh.co.uk/ )


POSITIVES
There are benefits to the local community though. As mentioned before, the attendees need to transport in every day or find local accommodation. This contributes to the financial benefits to the area for the festival's duration. For example, when Wireless was held at Crystal Palace Park in 2022, a report details the financial benefit to the community to be in the region of 4.8 million pounds in 3 Days! This would include hotels, taxis, other accommodation, transport, food establishments etc.
https://londonnewsonline.co.uk/
SUSTAINABILITY
The real test of events like Wireless must be their sustainability – not only in the sense that attendees wish to come back the following year but also that the organisers have done enough to safeguard the event in its surroundings for the long term.  As mentioned previously, Wireless brought a large economic and financial gain to the local area – that in turn would have helped in the local council's decision to allow it to continue until 2027. 

















CONCLUSION
The ‘triad’ of the modern travel industry is Events, Leisure, and Tourism. Wireless Festival, like many of its kind, covers all 3. Not only does it have cultural impact as well as appeal, it promises a real investment into the community of where it is based and development of the land it occupies for 3 days of the year. Attendees travel from all over the UK as well as all over the world to attend and bring eyes to an area of London, and indeed UK, that would not normally be considered a tourist destination and hence brings with it a massive boost to that local economy from a financial standpoint.
So, to cover the Triad, it is an event, it serves a purpose of leisure and people travel to get there.
[bookmark: _Int_25NTCWUV]I do believe that any event is likely to have a negative short-term impact to the area and to the transportation links etc. Only because It is extremely hard to gauge what that first time looks like in terms of behaviour, chaos etc and how the local residents will respond. Glastonbury took many years to get not only its format right but also how it directed 200,000 people to get there and behave. It still gets bad press every time it runs, but it is clear to see that in general, it is now accepted, and the benefits outweigh the negatives because if not, it would not be able to run.
Wireless has for sure gone through many iterations to get its format right as well, it was originally quite a heavy rock festival and has evolved through various venues and genres to arrive at its current guise. One wonders if it is no longer at some of its previous venues because it did not work. Either way, it now seems to have found its home and confidence is obviously enhanced by the fact that the council has extended its tenure until 2027. That sort of long-term confidence means the organisers can better integrate with the locals and bring better development and protection of the venue to further extend its stay beyond 2027 as well.
The organisers should work further with the community and utilise as many local businesses as possible to nurture a long-standing relationship with Finsbury Park. Local charities are a wonderful way of enhancing the event's standing in the eyes of residents. In terms of transport, the event needs to work closer with the likes of Avanti Rail and local taxi/coach/bus firms etc to provide an orderly and seamless route in and out of the park every day to keep local chaos to the bare minimum.
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