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What support do young 

people want?



What support do young people want?

Back Youth Alliance 
Rapid Evidence Review 

(Feb 2025) 

National Youth Strategy 
youth consultation report 

(Dec 2025)

Truth About Youth 
Survey

(April 2025) 

https://www.ukyouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/BYA-Rapid-Evidence-Review-Thematic-Summary-Annotated-Bibliography.pdf
https://www.ukyouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/BYA-Rapid-Evidence-Review-Thematic-Summary-Annotated-Bibliography.pdf
https://www.ukyouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/BYA-Rapid-Evidence-Review-Thematic-Summary-Annotated-Bibliography.pdf
https://www.iwill.org.uk/nys-deliver-you/
https://www.iwill.org.uk/nys-deliver-you/
https://www.iwill.org.uk/nys-deliver-you/
https://youngscot.net/ysobservatory/truth-about-youth-our-2025-insights-survey
https://youngscot.net/ysobservatory/truth-about-youth-our-2025-insights-survey
https://youngscot.net/ysobservatory/truth-about-youth-our-2025-insights-survey


What youth work is on 

offer?



ENGLAND
National Youth Sector 
Census (NYA, 2025) 

SCOTLAND
Youth Work Sector Survey 
(YouthLink Scotland, 2024) 

Wales
(Bacon, 2022)

&
(Welsh Govt, 2025) 

https://nya.org.uk/census/
https://nya.org.uk/census/
https://nya.org.uk/census/
https://nya.org.uk/census/
https://nya.org.uk/census/
https://www.youthlink.scot/wp-content/uploads/YouthLink-Scotland-Youth-Work-Sector-Survey-Report-2024.pdf
https://www.youthlink.scot/wp-content/uploads/YouthLink-Scotland-Youth-Work-Sector-Survey-Report-2024.pdf
https://www.youthlink.scot/wp-content/uploads/YouthLink-Scotland-Youth-Work-Sector-Survey-Report-2024.pdf
https://www.youthlink.scot/wp-content/uploads/YouthLink-Scotland-Youth-Work-Sector-Survey-Report-2024.pdf
https://uswvarious1.blob.core.windows.net/uswvarious-prod-uploads/documents/Mapping_and_Analysing_the_Voluntary_Youth_Work_Sector_in_Wales_-_Elizabeth_Bacon.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/pdf-versions/2025/10/3/1761730238/youth-work-april-2024-march-2025.pdf


Changes to local authority funding 
of youth work (YMCA, 2026)

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/irtani
a.ismira.dewi/viz/MappingYouthProvisionand
NeedAcrossEngland/YouthProvisionSummary

Welsh youth work funding review 
(Welsh Govt, 2025)

https://ymca.org.uk/local-authority-funding-for-youth-services-sees-biggest-annual-cut-in-almost-a-decade-new-ymca-analysis-reveals/
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/irtania.ismira.dewi/viz/MappingYouthProvisionandNeedAcrossEngland/YouthProvisionSummary
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/irtania.ismira.dewi/viz/MappingYouthProvisionandNeedAcrossEngland/YouthProvisionSummary
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/irtania.ismira.dewi/viz/MappingYouthProvisionandNeedAcrossEngland/YouthProvisionSummary
https://repository.uwtsd.ac.uk/id/eprint/3727/


Untapped: The Economic Value of Youth Work (UK Youth & 
Frontier Economics, 2022) 

https://www.ukyouth.org/untapped/
https://www.ukyouth.org/untapped/
https://www.ukyouth.org/untapped/


Who accesses youth 

work?



Young people’s participation

Barriers & Enablers to Participation in Youth Activities 
(SQW & UK Youth, 2025) 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/688b2d741affbf4bedb7b12e/Barriers_and_Enablers_Final_Report_accessible.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/688b2d741affbf4bedb7b12e/Barriers_and_Enablers_Final_Report_accessible.pdf


Young people’s participation

Participation in youth work:

• decreases with age
• is higher amongst boys than 

girls
• is higher amongst young 

people who are White
• is much higher in more 

affluent communities

Barriers & Enablers to 
Participation in Youth Activities 

(SQW & UK Youth, 2025) 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/688b2d741affbf4bedb7b12e/Barriers_and_Enablers_Final_Report_accessible.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/688b2d741affbf4bedb7b12e/Barriers_and_Enablers_Final_Report_accessible.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/688b2d741affbf4bedb7b12e/Barriers_and_Enablers_Final_Report_accessible.pdf


What is the impact of 

youth work on young 

people?



Crucially, these young people become 
happier, healthier, and wealthier adults 
compared to young people from the 
same background who did not have 

access to youth work. 
(UK Youth, University of Essex & SQW, 2024)

Systematic literature review for DCMS found 
that young people who engage in youth 

work experience important benefits in the 
short term – with improved physical health, 

wellbeing, and educational outcomes. 
(UK Youth, University of Warwick & SQW, 2024)

Youth work currently saves the taxpayer at least 
£3.20 for every £1 spent through decreased 
crime, increased employment, and reduced 

pressure on mental health services.
(UK Youth & Frontier Economics, 2022)

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65fac3c3703c42001158f03f/Strand_1_Report_-_Youth_Evidence_Base_-_SQW_v13-accessible.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65ce4180e1bdec0011322215/Literature_Review_-_Report_-_Youth_Evidence_Base-accessible.pdf
https://www.ukyouth.org/untapped/
https://www.ukyouth.org/untapped/


Impact of youth centre closures

• 95% of local authorities reduced their real terms spending on youth 
services by at least a quarter between 2011 and 2021. 

• The average number of youth work orgs supported has reduced from 
14 to 8 per local authority. 

• The decline in spending has disproportionately affected universal, 
open-access provision.

• Reduction in local youth provision is associated with a rise in crime 
and anti-social behaviour

• Closure of youth centres in a local area associated with a reduction in 
educational attainment – as much as a whole GCSE grade Local impact of youth 

clubs (SQW & UK 
Youth, 2024)

The effects of youth 
clubs on education & 

crime (IFS, 2024)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/youth-provision-and-life-outcomes-research
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/youth-provision-and-life-outcomes-research
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/youth-provision-and-life-outcomes-research
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/youth-provision-and-life-outcomes-research
https://ifs.org.uk/sites/default/files/2024-11/WP202451-The-effects-of-youth-clubs-on-education-and-crime_1.pdf
https://ifs.org.uk/sites/default/files/2024-11/WP202451-The-effects-of-youth-clubs-on-education-and-crime_1.pdf
https://ifs.org.uk/sites/default/files/2024-11/WP202451-The-effects-of-youth-clubs-on-education-and-crime_1.pdf
https://ifs.org.uk/sites/default/files/2024-11/WP202451-The-effects-of-youth-clubs-on-education-and-crime_1.pdf


How can youth work 

be delivered even 

more effectively?



Youth worker interactions with other sectors 
(UK Youth & SQW, 2025)

Volunteering in the Youth Sector 
(UK Youth & SQW, 2025)

Youth enrichment discovery research (UK 
Youth & SQW, 2025)

Barriers and enablers to youth work participation 
(UK Youth & Savanta, 2025)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/youth-worker-interactions-with-other-sectors-better-understanding-multi-agency-working-to-support-young-people/youth-worker-interactions-with-other-sectors-better-understanding-multi-agency-working-to-support-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/youth-worker-interactions-with-other-sectors-better-understanding-multi-agency-working-to-support-young-people/youth-worker-interactions-with-other-sectors-better-understanding-multi-agency-working-to-support-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/youth-worker-interactions-with-other-sectors-better-understanding-multi-agency-working-to-support-young-people/youth-worker-interactions-with-other-sectors-better-understanding-multi-agency-working-to-support-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/youth-worker-interactions-with-other-sectors-better-understanding-multi-agency-working-to-support-young-people/youth-worker-interactions-with-other-sectors-better-understanding-multi-agency-working-to-support-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/youth-worker-interactions-with-other-sectors-better-understanding-multi-agency-working-to-support-young-people/youth-worker-interactions-with-other-sectors-better-understanding-multi-agency-working-to-support-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/youth-worker-interactions-with-other-sectors-better-understanding-multi-agency-working-to-support-young-people/youth-worker-interactions-with-other-sectors-better-understanding-multi-agency-working-to-support-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/volunteering-in-the-youth-sector-research
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/volunteering-in-the-youth-sector-research
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/youth-enrichment-discovery-phase
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/youth-enrichment-discovery-phase
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/barriers-and-enablers-to-participation-in-youth-activities-research
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/barriers-and-enablers-to-participation-in-youth-activities-research
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/barriers-and-enablers-to-participation-in-youth-activities-research
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/barriers-and-enablers-to-participation-in-youth-activities-research


Around £5 in wellbeing benefits 
for every £1 invested

(Pro Bono Economics, 2025)

60% of formerly NEET participants 
still in paid employment or 

training 6 months later
(UK Youth, 2026)

Developing an RCT to test 
whether a proven US model 

works in UK to reduce violence
(Ending Youth Violence Lab, 2025)

https://pbe.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Helping-Funders-To-Measure-What-Matters_Pages_Fin.pdf
https://www.ukyouth.org/2026/03/work-experience-works-with-youth-worker-support/
https://youthendowmentfund.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Summer-Jobs-Report.pdf




Future priority setting



Directory of 

youth work 

researchers



Youth Workers

Young People Academics

Policy Makers

Research priority setting exercise
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