Safeguarding Script

Good afternoon, everyone. Thank you for attending the child protection conference. My name is Cassie Lane, and I am the social worker assigned to this case. Today’s conference is being held under Section (47) of Children Act 1989. 

We are here today to discuss the welfare of Sophie and Emily, to make decisions whether any action is required to safeguard or promote the children’s welfare, adhering to part 2.6 of The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child Article 3.

The report was made by Sophie’s headteacher, complying to Section 130 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 and Education Act 2002 Section 157, to the safeguarding board on Wednesday 5th June 2024 at 9:30am. As per Section 3 of Wales Safeguarding and Procedures 2019 (Social Care Wales, no date) this referral was responded to within 24 hours. I Cassie Lane was present at the child’s home address within 5 hours following the procedure of The Social Services and Wellbeing Wales Act 2014 Section 21. There were initial checks carried out which showed indication of harm to the child, therefore the team held a discussion meeting on Thursday 6th June 2024, to decide whether Section 47 enquiries are needed within this case. 

There was in fact indication of harm towards the children within this case, resulting in myself and multi-agency workers conducting an initial child protection conference following Children Act 1989 Section 3 Part 2, to be held no more than 15 days after the referral. 

Firstly, I would like to remind everyone present that the purpose of this conference is to ensure the children are safe and protected from harm, conforming with the UNCRC Article 19 and Children and Social Work Act, 2017 Section 16. We will discuss the information gathered, assess the risks and decide on the necessary steps to ensure their safety and wellbeing is paramount UNCRC Article 27 (UNICEF, no date). Our goal is to work collaboratively, as it allows us to make informed decisions based on comprehensive information from various professionals involved, and to create a plan that addresses any risks and support the children require, Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018.

As part of our Section 47 enquiry, I conducted a home visit. 

I observed several concerning conditions. Firstly, the living conditions were notably poor, which the UNCRC Article 27 (UNICEF, no date) states that a child has the right to an adequate standard of living. On entry to the household there was significant clutter throughout, and many areas appeared unclean and potentially hazardous for the children to be living. Additionally, I noticed multiple bottles/cans of alcohol scattered around the home, in areas accessible to the children. Mam was very short and reluctant to go into detail, when asked about the children’s daily routine and family dynamics, she preferred to give one-word answers. Mam stated she was fine and enjoying her time with her new partner. Mam also declared that Sophie’s Dad had passed away and Emily’s biological father is not in the picture. 

Furthermore, the children appeared withdrawn and displayed signs of anxiety and fear, particularly around Mam’s partner. The hygiene of the children was very low, their clothes and appearance were unclean, suggesting a lack of adequate personal hygiene and care, displaying signs of neglect (NSPCC, 2019). There was a small fridge/freezer situated in the kitchen, consisting of mostly alcohol, chocolate biscuits, yoghurts and half eaten takeaway from the night before, there was no nutritious food the children to enjoy, as according to Social Services and Wellbeing Wales Act 2014 Section 38 which every child has the right to the best quality of health, asserted by the Human Rights Act 1998 and UNCRC Article 24 (UNICEF, no date). 

I, also noted the absence of toys to stimulate and grasp the children’s interest and support their development UNCRC Article 31 (UNICEF, no date). All of these elements I observed was concerning, and the children in need of intervention and support following the All Wales Child Protection Procedures, 2019 (Social Care Wales, no date). Alcohol will have a substantial impact on the children, which are already visual, the children are not receiving proper nutrition, leading to health problems. Exposure to danger, increased risk of accidents and injuries due to impaired parental supervision (Barnados, 2019). Additionally, an emotional and psychological impact on the children, as they may feel unloved or neglected, leading to issues with self-esteem and trust (NSPCC, 2024). The children’s environment is a huge factor to their development and wellbeing, Bronfenbrenner’s ecological system theory emphasises the importance of environment in shaping the child’s development. Bronfenbrenner believes development is affected by different layers of environment, each interacting with the child in complex ways (Main, 2023). 

Even though the UNCRC Article 9 (UNICEF, no date) states that children must not be separated from their parents against their will, myself as a social worker has a duty of care to the children and their safety is my priority Social Services and Wellbeing Wales Act 2014 Section 21 Part 6 and UNCRC Article 19 (UNICEF, no date) and I would rightly remove the children from the household if I believed that was the best interest for the children Every Child Matters, 2003. 

I would now like to hear input from other professionals involved within the children’s case. Your insights and observations will be crucial in helping us develop an effective plan to safeguard Sophie and Emily. 


Thank you all for your participation and input throughout this conference. We have carefully considered all the information presented regarding Sophie and Emily’s situation. Based on the evidence of neglect, we have determined that both children are at continuing risk of significant harm. As a result, it is the decision of this conference that Sophie and Emily will be placed under the category of neglect and be placed on a child protection plan. 





Reflection

On reflection safeguarding holds paramount importance to me as a designated safeguarding lead. It is not merely a responsibility but a profound commitment to advocating for and safeguarding the welfare of every child within my care. 

As a Designated Safeguarding Person I have a thorough understanding of safeguarding principles and practices, encompassing legal frameworks such as the Children Act 1989 and the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. I am proficient at identifying signs of abuse and neglect and know how to handle disclosures with sensitivity and confidentiality. 

Throughout this assignment I have gained knowledge in understanding safeguarding extends beyond compliance, it is about building trust with children, families and the community. It involves proactive collaboration with colleagues and external agencies to promote awareness, prevent risks, and respond effectively to safeguarding concerns.

I have learned about the origins and significance of legislation aimed at safeguarding children, understanding that these laws were established to ensure the protection and welfare of vunerable young individuals. Legislations such as Children Act 1989 were created in response to historical failures and gaps in the child protection, aiming to provide a robust legal framework for safeguarding practices. 

Through studying these legislations in more depth within this assignment, I have gained insight into their role in shaping policies, procedures, and practices that uphold children’s rights and promote a culture of vigilance and accountability in safeguarding efforts. 

Ultimately, my commitment to safeguarding is unwavering as I believe every child deserves to grow up within an environment that is safe, supportive, and favourable to their holistic development. By fulfilling my role as a designated safeguarding lead with diligence and compassion, I aim to ensure that every child within our setting is provided with the upmost care, protection and safety. 
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