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Encyclopaedia Report

The encyclopaedia that I selected for this exercise is Bibliotheca Technologica: or, a Philological Library of Literary Arts and Sciences, by the lecturer and lexicographer, Benjamin Martin. The philological library is composed of twenty-five (25) sections, dedicated to a wide range of subjects that cover the Arts and Sciences including religion, mathematics, natural science and history, economics and politics. The work was compiled to function as a ‘sum of the best knowledge’ in a concise pocketbook that was convenient and could be studied by the common people.[footnoteRef:1] The subject matter is classified according to the order of the Trivium and the Quadrium, which emphasizes the importance of studies that pertain to the matters of the divine, grammar and science during that cultural period. In addition to this, it also indicates the importance of human knowledge, the value of education and the continuity of learning.  [1:  Benjamin Martin, Bibliotheca Technologica: or, a Philological Library of Literary Arts and Sciences (London, Printed for James Hodges, 1740)] 

In comparison to modern encyclopaedias, one of the things that stood out to me was the fact that Martin included his opinions and explanations in the margins of his printed work. So, whereas a modern encyclopaedia is more objective and focused on providing information to the reader, Martin seems to be more focused on presenting a particular world view or argument about the subject matters that he has compiled information on in the book.
The encyclopaedia was printed for James Hodges in 1740; his bookshop was located at the looking glass on London Bridge.[footnoteRef:2] Not much is known about the early history of Hodges other than the fact that he succeeded Thomas Norris in 1730. Hodges sold a variety of books, covering topics ranging from navigation, science, history, and chapbooks.  [2:  Henry R. Plomer,, G.H. Bushnell and E.R. McC.Dix, A Dictionary of the Printers and Booksellers Who Were At Work in England, Scotland and Ireland from 1726 to 1775 (Oxford: The Bibliographical Society, 1932; repr. 1968)] 
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