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In this portfolio I am going to talk about the Welsh culture and language and the importance of using it in Wales and how well schools in Wales promote the Welsh language in schools and giving examples of activities that are used and evaluating them.
Britain's oldest language is Welsh, Learning Welsh is essential to understanding its past. Additionally, it preserves Britain's longest-spoken language inside our communities. The Welsh language is a rich and storied history it is a Celtic language and is traced back to the arrival of Celtic tribes in the British Isles the language started between the 6th and 9th centaury (williams,2022)
In the 19th century many Welsh speakers become bilingual the use of Welsh was inly used at home or in rural areas as in towns and cities and  English was the dominate language and Welsh was declined because the English government stated back then that Welsh speakers were held back economically and socially.(welsh,2025)  
Welsh was not liked in our schools in the nineteenth century a report was found that the education in Wales was poor and the government saw that Welsh language was a drawback and stated that the education would only improve with the English language used, Welsh language was then stopped Welsh speaking children were forced to speak English at schools the government did not support the Welsh language back then (BBC,2014) 
In my views I find not many counties' use Welsh language a lot in Wales, certain parts do use it, but not as many as you would think there would as living in Wales and it's a Welsh country. Reasearch has found that
 “Wales has fewer Welsh speakers than ever before, according to the 2021 census. Over the past ten years, the number has decreased by 20,000”. (Mcdonald,2022)
Northwest Wales have the highest percentage of Welsh speakers especially in the smaller areas of Wales (owen,2022) (see appendix 1) A map included that shows this in 2021(BBC,2022)
In 1921 there were 922,100 people over the age three years old who could speak Welsh in Wales it then dropped to 503,50 people who only spoke Welsh and by 2011 it rose back up again to 562,000 people, then fell again to 538,300 people, this in 2021 could be down to the covid pandemic following periods of remote learning for children, which I think Welsh was not taught at all when children were learning at home online or is Welsh taught in schools enough? are all teachers trained in Welsh? also confident enough to use it, also is Welsh used in our everyday life's. Some people are embarrassed to use it as its not used a lot in our county there are only a handful of Welsh speaking schools in our County more now than Ten years ago mind, but now Welsh speakers are falling the number has dropped by Twenty Thousand over Ten years but why? (mcdonald,2022) 
A report from Estyn during 2022-2023 which their findings showed a negative effect on learner's confidence using Welsh language in English-medium schools. Ann Keane, chief inspector recommended that pupils Welsh skills needed to improve. (Anon,2023)
See (Appendix 2) This is a line chart that shows the number of people aged three and over able to speak Welsh and how it has changed over the last century with the number decreasing being its lowest in 1982 (Welsh government,2022)
If there is no Welsh speaking around you lose it as you're not practicing it every day and you forget it, English is the most used language everywhere you go schools, shopping online, television, only Welsh channel on TV that's why a high percentage of people use English language as its easy and most things are English. If you send your child to a Welsh speaking school and do not use the Welsh language at home is this going to be any use then as it could confuse the child as According to Vygotsky,
 “Social interactions between people -- watching and learning from other speakers -- is 	how a child (or anyone learning a language) acquires knowledge. For this reason, some 	children come to school with more cognitive skills because of the culture and 	e	environment they live in and the language models they had around them. The more 	experiences children must watch and model behaviour, the greater their cognitive skills 	and language” (Hatfield,2024)
Also, Skinner thinks the same, Research has shown that “Skinner has stated that the environment plays the main role in a child's language development, it is learned through reinforcement and imitation and shaping”. Will learning the second language Welsh in English schools really help with education as a lot of families don't speak Welsh at home so children don't pick the language up at home.

The school's curriculum supports its learners to become ambitious capable learners, enterprising, ethical, healthy and confident learners, this helps them to develop a strong sense of their identity and others around them. The framework helps all learners to have pathways for learning Welsh and English to help them have the confidence to use English and Welsh languages in everyday life (Hwb,gov.wales, n.d).
School A states that,
“Welsh language is important to learn in schools as its part of the culture and 	heritage of Wales. Learning Welsh especially living in Wales really helps with 	Education, employment and cultural benefits (School A,2022)”.
Children were encouraged to make posters for the school website stating the advantages of learning Welsh (see appendix 5) 
A study took place looking at the teaching of Welsh in secondary schools as a second language as well as what students thought about it and the Welsh language data highlighted that students felt there was a disappointment between the Welsh lessons they were receiving at school and their experience of Welsh in everyday life. (smith,2022)
BBC News article has stated that Plaid Cymru have said by 2050, every pupil will have a Welsh education at a medium level. Campaigners  have warned the aim is too high and could set targets to low, the target is stating that one million Welsh speakers in 2050 by increasing Welsh education in English schools, helping all children to leave school as confident speakers and able to use Welsh in their everyday lives.(BBC News,2023) 
Also, Cymraeg 2050 plan, recently revealed by the Welsh government, aims to increase the number of Welsh speakers to one million by 2050. The plan states that applicants for positions in the Welsh government must be able to communicate in Welsh at least at a basic level. (williams,2022)
Speaking Welsh will be quite beneficial when looking for work, particularly in Wales. According to the Welsh government's website's careers department, many professions in the country will state that Welsh is required or preferred. (williams,2022) Having Welsh skills on your CV can really help your chances with a job especially living in Wales.
 Research has shown that “Skinner has stated that the environment plays the main role in a child's language development, it is learned through reinforcement and imitation and shaping”. Will learning the second language Welsh in English schools really help with education as a lot of families don't speak Welsh at home so children don't pick the language up at home.












Activities to promote Welsh 
In our school we promote Welsh throughout the day every day. Children are prompted to ask questions in Welsh and earn house points every time Welsh words are used. There are numerous activities that are used throughout the school week.
Activity 1
 This one is used every morning starting from early years, promoting the weather, days of the week, date and the month all in Welsh. A different child gets picked every morning to come out into the front of the whole class and is made the special helper for the day and this child will ask the whole class questions “Sut mae’r dywydd Heddiw”? This means in English “what is the weather like today?”  The children will answer what the weather is like in Welsh and earn house points, they could answer “Mae’n bwrw glaw”, which means in English, “it is raining today” or “Mae’n heulog” which means “it is sunny today” so the girl or boy at the front finds the Welsh word and picture and places it on the board. Then it's the days of the week we have got a song that we sing it's called “its Monday and its Tuesday days of the week “and then pick the right day of the week in Welsh, it also helps children getting used to the days of the week in order as well as Welsh. The month of the year and date is also picked and placed onto the board.  The child who is at the front will ask all children how they are feeling this morning by saying “Sut wyt ti’n teimlo Heddiw”? and children are encouraged to answer in Welsh how they are feeling (see appendix 3) for charts we use in school.
Children start this activity from a young age, learning simple Welsh words, Chomsky has argued 	“If children learn Two languages from young age, they are more likely to be fluent in 	  both languages”.  (Tutor2u,2019) and believes that language is biologically inherited.  (mooney,2015)
However, Skinner's theory believes 
“It's how a child learns to talk, through role models like parents' teachers and peers.”
(Mooney,2015)
Activity 2
This Welsh Weather Colouring Worksheet is used to help children learn to describe the colours in Welsh. The children love colouring This activity is done once a week, but we don't do just colours. This is just one that's showed. We do all different themes every week, something different in Welsh. This resource is an A4 Welsh Colouring Worksheet. There are Ten illustrations for children to colour in, and underneath they must put the Welsh colour. It helps children to develop their vocabulary and their creativity. We then ask the children to use the colours on the work sheet and put it into a sentence in Welsh; children have their own mind maps. This is a sheet with Welsh words on to help them with their Welsh words. (see appendix 4)
However, Piaget believes “
        “Children should be asked open ended questions throughout the activity which makes children  think and use their brains, children should be able to explore more so they can figure things out themselves”.  (Robinson,2018)
Piaget don't believe in worksheets for children, he thinks children should explore in free play, helps the children develop more.


Activity 3
Once a year on ST Davids day School has an Eisteddfod competion the whole school enters, and the theme was called last year “What Wales means to me “. Alot of children take part and absolutely love it, also it gets families together as its family competions as well. We have different competions for different year groups. This year the entries were:
Foundation phase
·  Handwriting of a poem in Welsh.
· Art- A painting based on the theme. 
· Design a rugby ball.

Key stage 2
· Handwriting in Welsh 
· Create a piece of art based on the theme
· Comic strip, create a Welsh themed comic strip.

Family competions 
· Design a castle using junk modelling.
· grow daffodils, best looking plant 
· Photography, photos of Pembrokeshire 

All entries get brought to the main hall by a certain date in the designated areas with the child's name and class on and special guests are invited on ST Davids day to judge each competion and winners get prizes.








Evaluation
Looking back into the research I have done for this assignment, I find that learning Welsh in schools in my area is a waste of money for the education and time, yes I do believe it's nice to learn the language for cultural reasons and because we live in Wales, but once children leave school Welsh is not used at all., children who speak Welsh do have disadvantage's compared to English children, there are Hardley any films, tv (only 1 channel) and books in Welsh but I do agree with some areas like Carmarthenshire, as Welsh is a 1st language for some people in that area but in Pembrokeshire it is Hardley used.  I think that more should be done promoting Welsh around the town, if the Government want to increase the number of people speaking Welsh by 2050. Once children leave School, if the language is not continued, you forget it. Wales is a bilingual country, but English is the dominant language, not Welsh. (canbrian,2024)
There is more English school that Welsh school in Wales I have enclosed a chart (see appendix 6) stating how many Welsh schools and English schools are in each area by the local authority. Welsh schools have not got as many children in their school to English schools. (Gov. Wales,n.d) I have always wondered why parents that are only English spoken, want to send their child to a Welsh speaking school. Parents today believe that years after the Welsh language is going to have a massive comeback in Wales and will need the language even more to apply for jobs.
 I think parents should be supported more using Welsh at home as the children could get confused learning the language in school and not speaking it one bit at home Classes could be arranged for parents, sheets sent home with basic Welsh words on. The government is asking for miracles aiming for one million people to speak Welsh by 2050, they need to concentrate on learning Welsh with everyday life as well as education, yes children are learning the Welsh curriculum but once children leave schools the Welsh language is not carried on Why don't supermarkets be made to encourage their staff to meet and greet in Welsh, simple words thankyou hello in Welsh would help to bring on the Welsh language. 
Skinner stated that children with their language development picks up in the environment that plays the main role, which is home life, so a child learning Welsh in English- medium school, I find don't help their second language development as the language is not continuing at home, my views are yes we live in Wales and should be speaking in Welsh, but I think it's too late for this now as most of us speak English and its always going to stay like that, 
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