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Executive Summary

This report aims to look at the political system within the United Kingdom (UK).
It showed the different UK political parties and the different layers of government within the UK.
It explored the two houses of parliament and their historical significance. Traditional political ideologies were examined, and this was followed by the influence of mass media and political communication. The involvement of lobby and pressure groups was then explored, and the advantages and disadvantages of the UK political system were investigated.
The report was completed with a conclusion and found that although there are many faults and problems within the UK political stage, there is a need for this traditional establishment. The voting system used, first past the post is one of the fairer ones and allows the public to choose their candidate into office.
The recommendations are that the government cannot become complacent, it must keep evolving and be aware of the political unrest in other countries such as “Ukraine’ and ‘Israel’ and be mindful of immigration policies which could affect our country.




















Introduction

This report will evaluate the UK political system and highlight the positive and negative areas of this system. 
The UK political parties will be identified and the different layers of government within the UK will be examined.
The report will examine the two houses of parliament and discuss their role in the UK political system.
Traditional political ideologies will be scrutinised, and the subject of mass media and political communication will be studied.
The pressure and lobby groups will be explored, and the complete report will be concluded.
Research suggests that the UK is a constitutional monarchy, where the monarch is the head of state. The current monarch is King Charles 3rd. The executive power running the country is a parliamentary democracy. This political system is made up of multiple policy parties who offer voters a wide range of ideological voices (Buswell, 2023). These multiple parties include devolved parties in Scotland, Wales and a devolved assembly in Northern Ireland. This organization allows a voice from each regional area, which allows the citizens of that area to speak up about matters that are important to their heritage and specific areas.







UK Political parties

The UK has at present eleven different political parties with seats in the House of Commons.
These include the 
· Conservative Party
This is one of the main parties in the UK. This party is the one in power now and has been in power since 2010, the current Prime Minister is Rishi Sunak. 

They hold 363 seats in Westminster. A previous Conservative minister was Margaret Thatcher who was Prime Minister from 1979 – 1990 (Young, 2019).
Research suggests that this party has over recent years become more liberal in that it supports LGBT rights and legalized same-sex marriages in 2014.
This has caused some friction within the party with some members not agreeing to all decisions. The most important over the last few years has been the debate over Europe and Brexit (Young, 2019).

· Labour Party
This is another of the main parties in UK politics. The Labour Party at present is the Official Opposition Party. They hold 198 seats in Parliament.
This party was formed by the union of trade unionists and socialists and its principles were that of traditional democratic ideals. The main leader of the opposition is Keir Starmer, and he has led labour in the fight against Brexit. It continues to speak for the worker and in recent years has been supportive of LGBT rights, gender equality and immigration policies.





· Scottish National Party (SNP)
The SNP is a party which advocates Scottish Independence. Its party leader is William Clouston. This party voted against Brexit and hold 45 Parliamentary seats which puts it in third position within the UK in terms of seats in Parliament.

· Liberal Democrat Party
The Lib Dems were formed when the Social Democratic party and the Liberal Party united in 1988. Ed Davey is the party leader and they favour a strong welfare state and a market-based economy.
· Plaid Cymru
Plaid Cymru is a Welsh Nationalist party This party was formed in 1925 and supports Wales as an independent state.
It holds three seats in Parliament but holds 13 out of 60 in the Welsh Assembly. Rhun ap Iorwerth is the current party leader and replaced Adam Price in June 2023 (Jones, 2023).

There are six other parties with seats in Westminster these include: -

· Sinn Fein
· Alba Party
· Social Democratic and Labour party
· Alliance Party
· Green Party
· Democratic Unionist Party





The Electoral System
The UK uses different electoral systems for different elections. 
The main general election is an election where MPs are chosen to represent their constituents in the House of Commons. This uses a system which is ‘First past the post’ (FPTP), this system allows voters to put a cross on a secret ballot paper to vote for their Member of Parliament from their constituencies.  The votes are counted and the person with the most votes wins. This is how the UK Parliament is formed where the party winning over 50% of votes becomes the driving force of the UK. The leader of that party becomes Prime Minister and all other Cabinet ministers are chosen from the winning party (UK Parliament, 2019). These elections take place every five years. The legal age 
of voting in the UK is 18 years old, and the person has to be a British, Irish or Commonwealth citizen.

Different layers of Government within the Uk
The UK parliament is made up of three branches, The executive branch, the legislative branch, and the Judiciary branch. All have their roles to play within the UK government.
Research suggests that the Executive branch is where policies are formulated and implemented, this branch is also called ‘His Majesty’s Government’. This is run by the Prime minister and approximately one hundred other ministers from the reigning political party.
The Legislative branch is where laws are enacted, this is done through the House of Commons and the House of Lords.
The Judiciary branch is where the laws are enforced, this involves the courts, judges and tribunals and ultimately the Supreme Court. The Lord Chief Justice is the head of this branch of Parliament (GOV.UK, 2022).


The two houses of Parliament.   
The two legislative powers in Parliament are the House of Commons and the House of Lords.
The House of Commons is the lower chamber and is made up of 650 members (MPs) who are voted in by the public during general elections. The function of this department is to debate laws and pass them. It also examines policies and gives its opinion to the Government on these policies. These members are the voice of their voters and should make sure that the feelings and views of the people are represented.
The House of Lords is classed as the upper chamber of the UK Parliament and is made up of approximately 800 members.
The role of this department is to review and if necessary, revise the laws put forward by the House of Commons. It looks at the proposed laws and makes sure they are thoroughly examined before they are passed as law.
Members of the House of Lords are known as ‘Peers’ and are in the position for their expertise and experience.
Research states that they are also responsible for managing debates and although they do not put forward the initial legislation, they do provide input as to how this law would work (UK Parliament, 2023).
The ‘Peers’ are of two types, life peers and hereditary peers. Hereditary peers are members of the House of Lords who inherit their place due to their ancestry. The title was passed down through families. Previously the House of Lords was made up mainly of Hereditary peers however due to a law passed in the House of Lords in 1999 and introduced by Prime Minister Tony Blair this would now not be passed down to family members as it was before this and the membership would die with the hereditary peer (Scott, 2021).

The life peers are appointed by the Monarch on the advice of the Prime Minister. They are chosen for their expertise, experience, and contributions to society. They are Peers for their lifetime but don’t pass on their peerage on death.
This mixture of life and heritage peerage meant that the House of Lords should have had a more diverse and representative chamber. (UK Parliament, 2023)

Traditional political Ideologies

Research suggests that many political ideologies represent the principles and beliefs of the population. Traditionally the voice of the people is spoken through their voted representative in Parliament.
The most traditional political ideologies are Conservatism, Liberalism, Socialism, communism, and nationalism. Although the following are typical of these political ideologies, they are not exhaustive, and ideas can and do vary over time and in different countries.

Conservativism –
Conservativism supports the preservation of traditional institutions and social hierarchies. It maintains the right-wing ideals of a market-based economy and supports limited intervention by the Government.
	





Liberalism –
Liberalism promotes social welfare programmes and progressive politics. They support individual liberty, equality, and the protection of human rights. It wants a government that provides equal opportunities for everyone.

Socialism – 
Socialists support the public ownership of key industries and promote a welfare state. They want to address the social inequalities by controlling resources and encouraging collective ownership of business.

Communism – 
Communism promotes authoritarian regimes; they want a classless society. They encourage shared resources, so the economy is shared equally between all members of society.

Nationalism – 
Nationalism promotes the idea of loyalty to the sovereign state. They advocate cultural preservation and often promote domestic interests over any international cooperation.

The mass media and political communications -  
The mass media can be defined as a form of communication where groups of people are exposed to the same message. The mass media prophesise that they help make people understand the world and their place in it (Coleman, 2011).
Research suggests that not many people are involved in the world of politics and therefore rely on the mass media through newspapers, television, internet or satellite to relay the information to them (Coxall, Robins and Leach, 2003).
Brichacek, 2018, suggests that the media can influence the general public opinion by their reporting on news items.
Brichacek further states that in an election in the United States, the fact that Donald Trump was gaining so much media attention was giving him free publicity and more exposure to the voters. This name recognition she says is a major factor in how people vote.
Rocket, 2019, suggests that it is not the media that is influencing the population, that they are only confirming or opposing what that person believes, and so are helping the person make an informed decision (Rocket, 2019).

Pressure and lobby groups

Lobby groups can be defined as individuals or groups who express their interests to people in public office to influence public policy in their favour.
Lobbying a member of Parliament can be done by email, letters or by presenting a petition.
This is normally the action of a charity or organisation who are trying to gain the influence of their member of parliament to aid their cause or pass a bill.
Mass lobby groups involve large numbers of people lobbying their Members of Parliament or Members of the House of Lords to arrange to meet them all on the same day.
These lobbyists have guidelines which they must follow to keep within the law.
Some lobby groups behave radically, a group such as ‘Greenpeace’, although somewhat radical had educated people as members and made sense of their plight. The Government started to listen to their reasonings, and this is how they achieved credibility and a voice within Parliament.






Advantages

Research suggests that a positive fact about the UK political system is that it has many different parties with very different views. This allows the voters to choose a party who speaks for them and fights for their beliefs.
This research states, allows diversity and competition between the parties involved (UK Parliament, 2019).
The Democratic Audit 2018 suggests that Britain is still able to attract excellent candidates as leaders of the political parties (Democratic Audit UK, 2018).

Disadvantages

A disadvantage of the UK political arena is that there are usually two major parties who fight for the top position in Government, and they are the Conservatives and Labour parties, this research suggests limiting the amount of power and voice of the other lesser parties and so their views are not able to be heard.
This can be especially hard for smaller countries within the UK such as Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland. Although they have a certain amount of freedom to make decisions in their own countries, they have also got to be accountable for bigger decisions to the main UK Government.
Democratic Audit UK, 2018 suggests that British politics has become complex since the Brexit shake up and this has divided the parties which in turn has obscured the most important events in British politics.







Conclusion

This report aimed to look at the UK political system and identify which aspects and characteristics of this system were considered positive or negative.
The UK, research has shown has a strong traditional political history and although there have been many upheavals in the past few years and probably there are many more to come; the country has been run effectively. 
The beliefs of the traditional parties have started to shift, and the extreme right-wing political parties are now moving into a more central position. This too applies to the far left-wing traditionalists such as the Labour Party who now have shifted slightly to the centre in terms of its political views. This has made liberalism, which was the middle-of-the-road party into a place where labour and Conservative party views overlap. Whether a person votes Conservative, labour, or any other party there is a need for a political system within the UK to keep our country running in an orderly manner.
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