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Give a critical response to the following question: If the Basque model were to be adopted in Wales what changes would need to be implemented to the teaching of Welsh in the English medium sector? (1600 words)
This essay will begin to discuss the ways in which the Basque model could possibly be adapted to implement the teaching of Welsh in English medium schools across Wales. The document (Hopwood et al., 2018) was written for Qualifications Wales to “look at trends in language teaching and assessment in bilingual jurisdictions”. The findings of this research report were then to be discussed to suggest a route that Wales could take to better its teaching of the Welsh language. The report as a whole looks at four different provinces which hold varying degrees of similarity to Wales and our linguistic characteristics. These are Finland, the Basque Country and Fryslân, using Ireland as an additional reference. However, here the writer will be specifically focussing on the case study of the Basque Country, pages 26-30, allowing us to discuss how schemes they have implemented may work within Wales.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Basque region is a region of Spain that covers the historic northern region with its own government and parliament. There are two main languages spoken in the Basque region, Spanish which is spoken by everyone and then the Basque language, which has no known linguistic relatives, is spoken by approximately 660,000 people mainly situated with the region.
Pupils who attend school within the Basque County region have the opportunity to go to three different types of schools (Hopwood et al., 2018, p26). Model A where Spanish is used as the first language and the pupils receive around 3 hours a week of the Basque language. Model B where approximately 60% of the time pupils will learn in Spanish and the rest in Basque, they are also given dedicated Basque language sessions. With Model D all of the teaching is done through the Basque language with Spanish as a compulsory subject. Within this region school is compulsory for children between the ages of 6 – 16, where at age 16 they leave with a certificate that states the courses they have completed and passed, it is important to state that no formal exams are taken until the age of around 18 years where pupils can elect to take the universities entrance exam. The idea of having different types of schools where language is taught with varying degrees of immersion is an extremely interesting one. “Immersion makes use of a childs innate abilities so that fluency comes more naturally” (Weise, 2019) 
These types of immersion techniques are already used in Wales. They are uses mainly for additional support for children who may not have any grasp on the Welsh language but have started attending a Welsh medium school. For schools to continue to be predominantly English medium then a similar approach to Model B would need to be implemented. This is where the majority of the input pupils receive would be done through the medium of English with then 30 – 40% done in Welsh. It would need to be this way otherwise parents may begin to send their children to fully Welsh medium schools. This would then negate the need for any English medium schools at all. These schools would almost be mixed medium schools, with sessions being taught in both English and Welsh and would possibly be popular in areas where Welsh is not a language that is widely spoken but parents do not want children to lose this major part of their culture and heritage. Y Curriculum Cymreig supports this idea (Learning.gov.wales, 2003) that there should be access to all with the Welsh language, that pupils are entitled to teaching through the medium of Welsh and should be aware of Welsh as a language and its link with the English Language.
Another interesting point that is made in the report (Hopwood et al., 2018) is that it is understood that not all teaching professionals may have the level of language fluency needed to teach confidently in the Basque language. In 2002 Nicholas Gardner stated that it was possible for teachers to be released on full pay for up to three years to ensure they were proficient in the Basque language; however this is no longer the case, teachers are still able to attend intensive 3 to 4 week courses to improve their proficiency but are not permitted to take the length of time off school to do so that was possible in the past. This is similar to a scheme that is already in place in Wales, practitioners can apply to attend an intensive course to improve their Welsh language skills. Practitioners can take a sabbatical from their schools to attend these intensive courses which are delivered in an immersive way. The Welsh Government has pledged substantial amounts of money (Gov.wales, 2017) for the improvement of the Welsh Language throughout Wales. As with all languages the level of proficiency needed by the practitioner is dependent on the post and level they are teaching at, secondary teachers are required to have a higher level of knowledge and skill than most primary teachers.
The report begins to discuss the introduction of a third language in the D model schools, (Hopwood et al., 2018, p27) where children are taught completely in the Basque language with compulsory input for Spanish. It is believed that the pupils’ ability to learn a third language s greater as they are already learning a second one. This is an interesting concept and one that is supported by other academics across the world. This concept does not only happen with English but with any language. Once the brain has learnt a second language and become bilingual then it already has the pathways in place within its neurons to learn a third. The brain does not need to re-learn how to learn a language as it already knows. The same can be said for any number of languages thereon. Children generally find it easier to learn a language as their brains are constantly creating new pathways which do not need to overwrite old ones making the process easier and allowing children to pick things up quicker than an adult may. 
 Within the Basque region pupils are not required to take any formal examinations, they are assessed throughput their time in school to ensure they are progressing at a good rate and to allow the practitioners to help with their learning. These exams or assessments are not formal as they do not culminate in any grade for any subject. Each subject a pupil gains a satisfactory overall effort in they receive a pass on their end of school certificate. This allows for each student to gain a level of knowledge that is suitable for them individually rather than have to set boundaries for everyone which some may not attain. Examinations can then be taken on a voluntary basis by those who feel that they will benefit by taking them, whether this be for entrance to university or for personal gain. Each municipality then receives funding to prepare their students for these exams (Hopwood et al., 2018, p28). Students themselves pay a heavily subsidised fee to sit their exams, thus ensuring that they are taken seriously. This may be a way forward for Wales, we are very aware that each child learns differently and at a different pace, so why do we still assess them all in the same ways?
Overall, there are some extremely interesting concepts being used in the Basque country, nearly all of which could be adapted to suit Wales and the Welsh language. If Wales was to adopt any of these concepts it would be important to look closely at any failings that may have occurred in the implementation of the idea. This would ensure that Wales has a well rounded and fully formed concept to implement knowing some of the downfalls at the start, allowing us to hopefully miss them. The Welsh language is more important than ever as we move forward, culture and heritage play a large part in Welsh life as we have so many wonderful traditions that we need to keep alive in Wales. Schools are at the forefront of this, teaching the children and getting them excited about where they live. So even if they leave Wales, they still have a rich culture behind them to share with others around the world, with them knowing a second language they may be able to communicate with people they could not before or even have the skills already ingrained to learn yet another language with ease. The Basque country shows how different models of schools are becoming more and more popular and how this may be the way for Welsh schools to move in the future. 
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