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Inclusive practice is seen as an approach that recognises diversity allowing children to learn, demonstrate their knowledge and strengths. Inclusive practice is important as it allows children to reach their full potential, regardless of religion, race and disability states Strath, (2013).
 The gypsy/travellers face many challenges as they are a group of people that move around and have different views states Parker-Jenkins, M. and Hartas, D. (2002). They are discriminated for their beliefs and are not accepted in communities. According to Doherty, M. (2016) research was undertaken and showed that nine out of ten gypsy/traveller children have been victims of racial abuse with two-thirds of children being bullied or physically attacked. Gypsy/ travellers are not law abiding with a law to themselves therefore are troublesome states WatkisS, J. (2017).
The aim of this essay therefore is to critique children from gypsy/traveller families. 
The gypsy/travellers are from a diversity of different community, all with distinctive culture and heritage suggests Welsh Government, (2018). It is believed that there are two types of gypsies, Roma gypsies and Irish travellers according to Foxtel management, (2013). Both groups are believed to have the same nomadic lifestyle, however, both are separate ethnic groups. Romany gypsies are believed to have originated from India whereas travellers are mainly from Ireland. Today, gypsy’s preferred to be called travellers as the word ‘gypo’ became common and is seen as offensive along with the word ‘pikey’. In the traveller community women normally marry as teenagers, with a strict Roman Catholic upbringing. Large families are very common to them with it being normal to have up to ten children. Years ago, travellers lived in horse drawn carriages, today mostly live on caravan sites. Children live and are bought up in a community with a lifestyle 
Children from gypsy/travellers have the same human rights as any other children regardless of how they live, under the umbrella of the European Convention on Human Rights (UNICEF, 2018). The convention on the rights of the child believes that every right is as important as each other, and all should be treated equally. Local education authorities work with families to make sure education is provided at school or at home. All children are expected to be registered at school, even though if the family is travelling around, children can be dual-registered to be on the roll of more than one school states the briefing paper from the House of Commons Library, (2018). In 2013, the minister for education John O’Dowd produced the final ‘Traveller Child in Education Action Framework’, (2013). The Framework was created to improve the education outcomes of traveller children with the vision that every traveller child to for fill their potential at every stage of development. It is believed that gypsy/travellers are considered as one of the most marginalised and socially excluded groups in England and Wales states Estyn, (2011). Children from the traveller background tend to leave school at an earlier age than the normal educational age of sixteen states Le Bas, D. (2014). This results in them not having any qualifications or GCSE’s and are the lowest achieving ethnic group in schools suggests The Department for Education, (2010). Furthermore, they are more likely to be identified as having special educational needs and are four times more likely than any other group to be excluded from school because of bad behaviour states Wilding, D. (2008). A review was conducted in why gypsy/traveller children were achieving lower levels of achievement compared to other ethnic groups, and the outcome stated, as children from these backgrounds were not having consistent education due to them moving around claims Welsh Government, (2014). However, the children are under achieving as the lack of opportunity to learn in regard to having the mobile lifestyle. Education is interrupted due to family, such as the men needing to travel for seasonal work or for traditional festivals and horse fairs states the traveller movement, (2015). According to the Welsh Government, (2014) in the Travelling together guidance document, their aim is to support and provide guidance for teachers with gypsy/traveller pupils in their setting, with the intention to celebrate their culture by promoting the curriculum making it more relevant for them. By doing this also allows the dismissal of myths and stereotypes leading to reduction in racial bullying. Understanding and accepting cultural differences are key to effective education states Sibley, D.(2002.)
 It is seen that parents from the gypsy/traveller family are willing and keen for their children to attend primary school, in key stages one and two, to achieve basic literacy and numeracy skills. However, as children grow older they believe that children will learn more from being home amongst the traveller community, with the boys working with their fathers and the girls being home with the mother doing domestic tasks to prepare for running a home and having children states the Welsh Government, (2018)
Early intervention for young gypsy/traveller children comes with its advantages and disadvantages. Many advantages consist of children living a life within a close-knit family, mainly family living together on sites. Children spend time with their families and have the feeling of security and belonging suggests Kann, A. (2013). Childe made to feel confident in their surroundings and the trust and bond between close family is made.
According to the Effective Provision of pre-school Education, (2014) report it has been proven that early intervention benefits children and shapes them to become better educated and are more positive individuals. Sylva, K. et al (2014) Allowing children to have experience enhancing children’s development. The report also states that full time attendance led to no better gains for children than part time provision. This can be evident to gypsy/traveller children as the need for family to move from place to place.
Travelling to a better future is a framework for action and delivery plan in Wales, (2011) which promotes commitment, equality and inclusion to the gypsy/traveller community. Barriers are seen, and children are put at a disadvantage due to different attitudes people may have towards gypsy /travellers, especially as children grow older and attend comprehensive school. Parents also influence children with their experience of childhood in a negative way, however, we must remember how over time local authorities and governments have fought for better policy’s and equality (gov. wales, 2018). These Act’s are just a few to state the rights of gypsy/travellers-
 Equality Act, (2010) protects people from discrimination 
The Human Rights Act, (1998) sets out rights and freedoms that everyone are entitled to in the United Kingdom. This right came into force in the year 2000.
-The Welsh Government will fund organisations from its equality and inclusion grant (2014-2017), to promote equality of groups with protected characteristics. This grant prioritises gypsy/travellers. 
Monkton Primary School in Pembrokeshire, (2016) offers a high standard of education service for gypsy/traveller children. The school works side by side with the settled community, Pembrokeshire County Council, Welsh Government, National Assembly for Wales, the Police and members of the local community to encourage children to attend school, allowing them to have first class education states Pembrokeshire County Council, (2018). According to Towler, T. (2018) Children’s Commissioner for Wales the relationship between parents of the traveller community and the school is based on trust and that parents rely on what the school has to offer. Sinclair, T. (2014) praises the school in the Pembrokeshire Herald stating the good work they do to provide excellent education for these young children and believes that intervention and sustained support are vital to improving the outcomes of all children no matter their background. Example of some strategies that schools use to support Gypsy/Traveller children would be to treat all children fairly and equally. Show respect to their beliefs and religion by promoting good relations between different ethnic communities. It is believed that the earlier the strategies are introduced to children the better. 
A lack of knowledge and understanding of Gypsy/Traveller community and lifestyle can lead to problems with in the school for children. Therefore, their lifestyle needs to be promoted in a positive way with respect given to their way of living states Twigg, S. (2003). By promoting equality to their beliefs children and their parents are shown an ethos of respect, which creates an environment with understanding and commitment. Riches, R. (2007) from Save the Children works with Outreach, (2018) for children from gypsy/traveller communities. The document was created to support, share and reflect on the work and knowledge of practitioners with in the early years setting nationally.  Gypsy/travellers are known to be excluded from many mainstream services and as families face many barriers therefore compromising school attendance and the child’s wellbeing according to Riches, R. (2007). Traveller Education Support Service (no date), also known as TESS is a service that provides gypsy/travellers with support to live their lifestyle with help from agencies to allow their children to develop and feel a sense of belonging.
Outreach work with the holistic approach in mind looking at the wider picture linking families of the traveller community to other agencies to give support along with a key worker states Riches, R. (2007). The relationship is built between the family and the key worker allowing trust and security. This brings consistency into the child’s life and with this comes confidence for the transition.
 Early years outreach practice also works with Sure Start to provide care and early intervention into the home setting, this is to allow practitioners to recognise and understand the life style that they have. Furthermore, to this, children can bring their stories and life experiences into the school setting later in life and are targeted talking points which encourages speech and language development according to Sweeney, S. and Matthews, Z. (2017).
Early years Foundation Stage, (2006) is a high-quality learning framework. Within this framework it outlines the legal requirements in relation to learning and development and promoting the welfare of children with in the early years. By providing services such as play buses and vans, play sessions, fun sessions and events, a variety of different play packs and activities such as mobile library’s and holiday clubs to bring the traveller community together. An example of this is in Oswestry, where there is a big traveller sight that Sure Start attend often to provide education from the double decker bus equipped with learning resources. From this, the local school has reported an improvement in the quality of transition experience for traveller children. Therefore, this is proven to be a positive link between traveller community families and education. Carmarthenshire County Council, (2018).
Welsh Assembly Government, (2010) has a document on Unity and Diversity stating the opportunities on how to promote equality and diversity in the school curriculum in Wales. This document aims to provide educators in schools to meet the needs of all learners.  With the belief and vision that all children have the same rights stating with in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, (2018). 
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