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Every civilised society needs to be governed with some rules and regulations for maintaining peace, discipline and harmony among the individuals. Such rules and regulation are enacted or established by the authoritative powers or customary practices in the territory. These are considered as laws of the state. For understanding the thorough meaning of the concept, this discussion will involve the meaning and sources of law that are enacted and enforced in United Kingdom. It will involve the types of law that prevails for the welfare of the state and its citizens. Advantages and disadvantages of these laws will also be examined in this report. 



[bookmark: _Toc120207721]Meaning of Law
The set of rules and regulations which are binding and enforced by a controlling authority are known as law of the state. The definition of law is given by various jurists among whom Austin states that Law is considered to be the command of Sovereign that is backed by sanction. Laws can be in the form of rules or can be in the nature of customary practices that are being regularly practiced by the peoples of the defined territory (Wortley, et. al., 2016). These set of rules are enacted by the governmental authorities or developed by the common law principles in the state. 
In United Kingdom laws are binding to the people and the application of law is made according to the rule of law. This refers to the equality before law which means that every person should be treated equal before law irrespective of powers or status in the society by avoiding privileges granted to him. Every person of the state will be considered equal in the eyes of law and hence laws of United Kingdom are formulated by giving equal treatment to each person in the state. Therefore, it can be considered that laws are the binding force that creates obligation on the people to act legally and morally for avoiding any legal obligations in the state. 
[bookmark: _Toc120207722]Sources of Law in United Kingdom
The British Legal system is comprised of three distinct legal mechanisms that consist of Common law system, Scottish legal system and Northern Ireland Legal System which is established according to the geographical area of the nations. Therefore, the laws of United Kingdom are enacted by the parliament through passing the bill from House of Commons and House of Lords. Laws are established by the governmental authorities or through the precedents that are declared by the judges in the court of law while administering justice to the parties (Partington, 2019). Another source of law in United Kingdom is the common law principles or the European Convention on Human Rights established in 1950. Therefore, it can be considered that there are various sources of law in United Kingdom that bind people and governmental authority to act within the legal boundaries and should not act with arbitrariness in the society. 
The major sources of law can be called as legislation enacted by the parliament, Common law declared in the courts, precedents which are the guiding principles for the legal cases, and the European Convention on Human Rights. 
[bookmark: _Toc120207723]Common Law or Case Law
Both of these terms are same in the legal system of United Kingdom. Case law are referred as the laws that are established as the decisions given by the judges in the legal issues which are considered to be the guiding principles for future cases with similar facts. Case law in the common law system are pronounced on the disputed points of law and are also called as precedents. They are binding on the lower courts which mean that judges have to refer to such decisions before taking decision on the present legal issue (Brewer, 2013). Advantage of precedents are that they guide in the future cases of similar nature in the lower court of law while demerit of this law is that they are binding on the lower courts which makes it rigid in nature. They are also complex in nature for implying on other cases in the court of law. 
Equity is also the source of law in United Kingdom that means being fair and impartial in the eyes of law. It may also be called as rule of law that treats everyone equal in the eyes of law. This source of law ensures fairness and justice in the eyes of law. 
European Convention on Human Rights 1950 is another source of law that is enacted after World War II for protecting the rights of people and enforcing their fundamental rights in the state. 
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It is defined as the statutory laws of a country that are enacted by the governmental authorities in the state. Legislation is the codified laws that are enacted to maintaining discipline and order in the state. Legislation is further classified into the Primary and Secondary Legislation. Each of these types of legislation is differentiated according to the authorised authority that has enacted these laws in the country. 
[bookmark: _Toc120207725]Primary Legislation 
It is defined as the rules that are passed by the parliament who are empowered to make laws for the state as per the constitution of United Kingdom. These are also called as the act of Parliament which is considered to be the main laws of the state. Act of Parliament include UK Parliament, Scottish Parliament, Welsh Parliament and Northern Ireland Assembly. Legislative Instruments which are made by the Crown or the Privy Council under the authority of the riyal prerogative are also considered as the primary legislation and commonly called as Orders in Council (Russell and Gover, 2017). They are enacted by not taking any kind of approval from the king of the state. 
[bookmark: _Toc120207726]Secondary Legislation
These are the kind of laws that are delegated by the primary authority or parliament to share their powers among the governmental authorities. They are called secondary legislation because they are inferior to the primary legislation and are delegated from the primary authorities in the form of rules, regulations or by laws to be enforced in the state. Secondary legislation is enacted to make amendment in the current legislation or to enact new law which is required urgently to be enforced in the state as enacting the primary legislation is a long process to be enacted or enforced for the welfare of the people. 
[bookmark: _Toc120207727]Advantages and Disadvantages of Primary and Secondary Legislation
Merits of Primary Legislation
Statues that are enacted by the both the houses of parliament reform the area of law which require amendment with the passage of time. For example, merging of criminal law with Fraud Act 2006 has simplified the nature of offences. Judges can only change the part of law with which they are dealing in the justice system. 
Statutes that are enacted in the state are passed through the long procedures and scrutinized at various stages before becoming a statute. Hence, the enacted law is very significant for welfare of the people. 
Demerits of Primary Legislation
It is a long process and may take months for introducing a law in the country. Statutory Acts are long in nature and complex to understand by the common people of the state. Some statutory are complex in nature and it take long time to understand them such as contract or criminal law of the state (Hobbes, 2019). Primary legislation may also sometimes challenge the parliamentary sovereignty by passing it from various stages to be converted in the law of the United Kingdom. It also creates a question on the parliamentary democracy as the people of the country do not vote for the laws that are being passed in the country. 


Merits of Delegated Legislation
The Secondary Legislation saves the parliamentary time and efforts to enact the new statutes on the issues of the society. Members of Parliament do not have enough knowledge and expertise to make laws on certain matters. Delegated Legislation is the medium that allows optimisation of experts on the matters which the Parliamentary members do not have expert knowledge and skills. They are also useful in the local areas as local needs are recognised by the local people (Kosti, Levi-Faur and Mor, 2019). Therefore, parliament empowers the local authorities to make laws for these people to meet their needs and regulate their activities. It is a quick and easy mode to enact laws that can be made with easy process. 
Demerits of Delegated Legislation  
They are less known to the people and they are unaware of the regulations that are passed as the delegated legislation in the state. The major demerit of this legislation is that they take the parliamentary control which might be considered as undemocratic. This legislation also does not undergo sufficient scrutiny that may result as a threat or can be misused as the lacunae in the law. 
Reforms and Suggestions
By observing the major sources of law, it can be suggested that United Kingdom is majorly ruling through the common law system and is based on the rule of law. The laws and regulations which are enacted by the Parliament should be merely focused on the primary legislation as enacting number of secondary legislation would lose the control of parliamentary supremacy which is the base of constitution of United Kingdom. The reforms are the newly enacting legislations that are being enforced in the state by considering the issues that prevail during the existing period of time.
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From the above knowledge of various sources of law in United Kingdom it can be considered that Case Law and Statutory Law are the major sources of law which are enacted for the welfare of people in the state. Case law is also known as precedent that are introduced as the guiding principles for the judges to bring the solution on disputed point of law. Statutory laws are the legislation that is enacted by the Parliaments through passing of bill from House of Common and House of Lords. Therefore, United Kingdom comprises distinct sources of law that are enforced for maintaining harmony and discipline in the state. 
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