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Factors behind ‘Arab Spring’

Corruption

Authoritarian regimes

Economic problems
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Authoritarian regimes since the 1950s

Egypt

Tunisia

Syria

Libya
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Police and military states

Brutal crackdowns on protests and political expression 
[including political Islamic groups i.e. Muslim 
Brotherhood

Coercion

Repression

Bribery 
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Economic & Social issues

State subsidies for food, jobs and fuel offer a 
measure of control in locations with oil 
[Libya, Iraq, Gulf]

Patronage of other oil rich states significant

Growing populations
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‘Arab Spring’ not a ‘religiously motivated’ 
revolution, but …

Muslim parties subsequently benefitted (al-Nadha
in Tunisia, Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt, Islamist 
parties in Libya)

Had offered education and healthcare

Religious ethos

Corruption not such an issue
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Regional significance

Oil/gas/petroleum in region

Competition for influence: weapons, cash, 
political support

Stability importance: western influnce/allies 
(toleration of human rights abuses, political 
repression)

Post 9-11 context [i.e. rendition in Middle 
East countries] 
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‘SOCIAL NETWORKING 
AND THE ARAB SPRING
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Statistical snapshot
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2010: Internet: 2 billion users worldwide

2009: 40-45 million Internet users in 16 
Arab countries surveyed (source: Arab 
Advisors Group)

2009: 60 million Arabic-speaking Internet 
users (source: The Arab Knowledge 
Report 2009)

Statistical snapshot
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2009: 35,000 active blogs in Arab region

End-2010:  40,000 active blogs in Arab region.
Source: The Initiative for an Open Arab Internet, “Arabic Blogs: An Embodiment of Freedom of Expression,” 
http://www.openarab.net/en/node/366
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Source: ITU,  Measuring the Information Society, 
2010
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Source: ITU,  Measuring the Information Society, 2010
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Ongoing research on tweets

r.shief project http://r.shief.org

Media-Making Madness: #Arab Revolutions 
from the Perspective of Egyptian-American 
VJ Um Amel (Part One)

Linked on 
http://virtuallyislamic.blogspot.com

Other sources :
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Egypt case study
Source: http://egyprotest-defense.blogspot.com/
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http://r.shief.org
http://virtuallyislamic.blogspot.com
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Egypt Facebook effect??

31
Mubarak Facebook page March 2010
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Khaled Said: 28 years old; posted video online of police theft; beaten to death
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Wael Gonim and Khaled Said’s mother [@ghonim]
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Cairo 28.1.11
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Ushahidi 26 Jan 2011
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Ushahidi 26 Jan 2011
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Libya
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Bahrain
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Ali Abdulhadi Mushamai - Bahrain
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http://twitpic.com/428711
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http://twitpic.com/4284ck
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Other zones
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Source: Emilo Morenatti/AP

End
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