Introduction

Welsh Government (2018b) states that the Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018
(ALNET) is the new statutory framework, for children with additional learning needs (ALN), that will replace any
existing legislation that relates to children with special educational needs. This legislative change was brought about
to tackle the flaws within the previous system. These flaws included an ambiguous divide between children who
require statements and those who did not, a distrust between parents/care givers and their local authority and a
terminology that labelled children unfairly thus not taking the child’s rights into account (Welsh Gov, 2018b).

IDP’s

Under the new Act, statements and Action Plans will be phased out and replaced with a
new statutory document, the Individual Development Plan (IDP). IDP’s, unlike
statements which cease when a child leaves compulsory education, will continue if the
child accesses further education, up to the age of 25 (SNAP Cymru, 2021a). From
September 2020 children who had action plans already in place will be converted onto
an IDP, while children who have statements will begin the conversion over the two
academic years of 2020/2021 and 2021/2022 (Welsh Gov, 2018a). SNAP Cymru (2019)
states how an IDP will contain a standard format with mandatory fields that will be
child specific. An action plan will be included along with evidence that supports these
actions. The IDP’s will be easily obtainable and if changes need to be made this can be
done with ease. Welsh Government (2021a) states that ALNCo’s, within schools, have
a period of 35 school days, from the day it was brought to the ALNCo’s, attention,
within which to make a decision regarding ALN of a child, to compose an IDP along
with delivering a copy of that IDP to the child and their parent. Practitioners believe
that, although IDP’s are beneficial, they are significantly more tedious than the previous
process due to review meetings of each IDP being over an hour in length, however, on
the whole, practitioners suggests that as the IDP offers a valuable way in which the
insights of a child can be recorded, they can offer more clarity than the previous
process. (Welsh Gov, 2014a).
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Increased Collaboration

Welsh Government (2021b) believes that the
new Act will lead to increased collaboration
of services who will work together to help
identify ALN early and co-ordinate with
each other to ensure adequate support is
implemented to enable a child to achieve
positives outcomes in their educational
journey. It has been suggested that
practitioners are of the opinion that a
collaborative approach is vitally important to
the success of the Act, however, a few
parents/care givers have found it difficult to
establish an acceptable plan of working
collaboration due to the lack of trust in the
old system (Welsh Gov, 2014a).

Increased collaboration should be evident in
the implementing of IDP’s as they will
contain additional learning provisions which
will have been agreed upon by not just the
education service but by the social and health
services. The action plan created by the IDP
will clearly state which agency is
accountable for ensuring delivery of the
specific elements within the plan (Welsh
Gov, 2018c).

Person-centred approach

Welsh Government (2019) states that the new ALN Act will place the child at the centre of everything. Schools and local
authorities are expected to take the same approach within their planning and support of ALN children. A requirement of
the Act is that a child and their parents or care givers feelings, views and wishes are considered during all stages of an IDP
process. This approach, as suggested by the Children’s Commissioner for Wales (Senedd Cymru, 2017f) will see Article
12 of the UNCRC being implemented through the child’s involvement in their IDP’s. There are some key differences to
note when the person-centred approach and the IDP’S are compared to assessing a child for a School Action plan. Welsh
Gov (2014b) stated that a person-centred approach along with the IDP can widen the focus to presumably incorporate a
vast range of additional needs as opposed to the previous system whose sole focus was special educational needs.
However, Welsh Gov (2014a) believes there to be a large overlap of the two processes at they both share a common goal.
Practitioners claimed that the person-centred approach could furnish them with more substantial information regarding the
child therefore providing them with a holistic view of that child (Welsh Gov, 2014b). Furthermore, Welsh Gov (2021)
points out that on conducting research, it was shown that a person-centred approach to planning could improve a child’s
and parents experiences when initiating an IDP meeting. However, PACEY Cymru (Senedd Cymru, 2017g) believes the
person-centred approach should take into consideration whether the setting is suitable for the child and their individual
needs as not every child will thrive in a mainstream, formal educational setting. PACEY Cymru suggests that through the
person-centred approach alternative options that would better suit the child’s needs are explored.




