In this essay, I intend to respond to an article by (Lewis, 2015), ‘Welsh Second Language within our new curriculum’. The article is about Welsh in educational settings across Wales and the importance of teaching children Welsh from nursery age to the end of key stage 4. The importance of addressing how Welsh can be taught more effectively in English medium schools is emphasised and discussed throughout the article. I will be looking at various documents and points of views from various professionals such as Sioned Davies’ report on Welsh Second Language, ‘One language for all’. I will also be looking at Professor Graham Donaldson’s report, ‘Successful Futures’. Information from numerous documents related to the article will aid me to reach a conclusion regarding the points made throughout the article by Lewis. 

Lewis states that ‘the education system has a vitally important role in securing the future of the Welsh language.’ (Lewis, 2015, p1) Davies believes that ‘the future of Welsh and Welsh culture is wholly dependent on transmitting the language to our young people.’ (Davies, 2013, p2) This demonstrates that teaching the next generation not only the Welsh language but also about the culture of Wales is crucial in order to maintain Wales’ identity. One of the four purposes in Donaldson’s recommendations (2015, p29) ‘Successful Futures’ is that ‘all our children and young people will be ambitious, capable learners who: can communicate effectively in different forms and settings using both Welsh and English.’ From experience of attending an English medium primary school in Wales, I believe that if the teachers and practitioners in my school would have used more incidental Welsh and if we would have had more Welsh lessons, I would be more confident and able to converse and potentially read and write in Welsh. ‘Increasing the number of Welsh speakers and the number of people who use the Welsh language in their daily lives are priorities for the Welsh Government.’ (Estyn, 2017, p2) 

In response to Professor Davies’ recommendations, Lewis has accepted all of them ‘including that Welsh will remain compulsory in all schools up to the age of 16.’ (Lewis, 2015, p2) In order for children and young people to be able to develop their Welsh language skills and to be able to converse and understand Welsh, I think that it is very important that Welsh is taught throughout both primary and secondary education. ‘Language is the essence of thinking and is integral, not just to effective communication, but to learning, reflection and creativity.’ (Donaldson, 2015, p48) The skills that children will develop from learning Welsh, will enable them to transfer these skills to learning other languages. ‘Language skills learned in one language should support the development of skills and knowledge in another.’ (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008, p7) 

There are many advantages for children and young people to learn and become bilingual in the Welsh language. One of the advantages include ‘commercial value in the employment market and extending language skills for the workplace.’ (Estyn, 2017, p2) This is crucial for children and young people in current education, as being able to converse in Welsh or being bilingual may be a skill that employers in Wales will look for when employing people. I think that this is something that children in schools should be aware of from a young age and this is why it is important for children to be exposed to the Welsh language early on. This is shown by Baker and Wright (2017, p404) ‘bilinguals are often very marketable and seen as more multi-skilled.’  

Welsh Second Language was not a compulsory GCSE in the secondary school that I attended, this was because it is a private school. Welsh was taught as a subject up until the end of year 9, it was then optional for pupils to take Welsh Second Language full or short course as a GCSE. As Welsh was not a compulsory subject from the end of year 9, many people did not take Welsh as a subject, resulting in those pupils not obtaining a qualification in Welsh. Not having a Welsh qualification could have detrimental effects on some pupils as they may find it difficult to get a job or to further their education by going to university in Wales. This could be due to the fact that having a Welsh qualification may be essential for some jobs or to study at certain universities in Wales. I studied the Welsh Second Language full course at GCSE level and it has given me the opportunity to go to a university in Wales, where I am now continuing to learn Welsh to improve on my current knowledge and skills. ‘The current full course and short course GCSE and Applied GCSE will be assessed for the last time in summer 2018.’ Due to the Welsh GCSE being revised, this will ensure that all pupils will leave secondary school with the same Welsh qualification which will have enabled them to develop the same skills, ‘the revised GCSE Welsh Second Language is a full GCSE’. (Qualifications Wales, 2018) 

In the article, Lewis says “I want all children and young people in Wales to have an opportunity to successfully learn Welsh.” (Lewis, 2015, p2) In my opinion, in order for all children to have the opportunity to successfully learn Welsh, every English medium school should have teachers and practitioners who are able and confident in delivering Welsh within their lessons and within their classroom provisions. According to (Estyn, 2013, p33), ‘planning for progression in children’s Welsh language skills is underdeveloped in most schools and settings.’ Estyn’s report demonstrates that many schools and settings are not meeting the needs of the children in order for them to be able to successfully learn Welsh. For children to learn and develop their language skills successfully, the teachers need to ensure that there are opportunities for the children to further their learning and knowledge. This could be done by using Welsh throughout numerous lessons instead of using it in a ‘Welsh lesson’, resources could made bilingually in order to get the children engaged with both the English and Welsh language. 

The article states that there is a ‘need to equip our teaching profession with better skills’ (Lewis, 2015, p3) This point illustrates what was aforementioned regarding teachers and practitioners needing to be confident in delivering Welsh in the classroom to children. In order to address these issues, there is a Sabbatical Scheme that teachers and practitioners can go on in order to improve their Welsh skills to ensure that they can competently teach Welsh in their classroom or setting. 

To conclude, I think that Lewis’ report states some very valid points regarding how Welsh Second Language should be taught in the new curriculum. I do believe that everyone in Wales should have the opportunity to learn the Welsh language and learn about the culture of Wales because it contributes to their identity as a person. I agree with Sioned Davies’ report as I feel that her recommendations are essential to promoting the Welsh language in schools. As I have previously mentioned, one of Davies’ recommendations that Lewis has accepted is ‘that Welsh will remain compulsory in all schools up to the age of 16.’ (Lewis, 2015, p2) I believe that this recommendation will have a positive effect on the identity of Wales as this will ensure that the Welsh language and culture will not become extinct. 
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