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Preparing for professional police practice. (BMPL4002)
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Examine the importance of ‘policing by consent’ and the impact it has upon the modern-day police service.

In this essay I will talk about the important principle called ‘Policing by consent’. Policing by consent is also known as Robert Peel’s 9 principles of policing. I will be talking about these 9 principles that were included in the document titled "General Instructions," which was sent to each new police officer beginning in 1829. I will also talk about the impact it has upon the modern-day police service. Gov.uk (2012)


According to LEAP, Sir Robert Peel is credited for establishing the London Metropolitan Police Force in the year 1829. As a result of his work, he came to be recognised as the "Father of Modern Policing," and the commissioners under his command formulated a set of policing principles that are just as important and pressing now as they were two centuries ago. They are comprised of three fundamental concepts and nine guiding principles. The principles that Sir Robert Peel created to describe an ethical police force are embodied in what are known as the Peelian principles. The philosophy that is expressed in these principles is what is generally referred to as "policing by consent." In this kind of policing, police officers are seen more as members of the community who happen to wear a uniform. They police their fellow citizens with the tacit approval of those people, using the powers that give them authority over them. The phrase "policing by consent" indicates that the legitimacy of policing in the eyes of the public is based upon a consensus of support that follows from transparency about their powers, their integrity in exercising those powers, and their accountability for doing so. This indicates that the legitimacy of policing in the eyes of the public is based upon a consensus of support that follows from transparency about their powers. The first Principle is to prevent crime and disorder as an alternative to their repression by military force and severity of legal punishment. According to Menno. Z (august 28th) The second principle is to recognize always that the power of the police to fulfil their functions and duties is dependant on public approval of their existence, actions, and behaviour, and on their ability to secure and maintain public respect. A good reputation for the police is something they must gain via their actions, and once they have it, they must work diligently to keep it. Peel’s third principle is to always recognize that to secure and maintain the respect and the approval of the public means also securing the willing co-operation of the public The fourth principle of peel is to recognize always that the extent to which the cooperation of the public can be secured, diminishes, proportionally, the necessity of the use of physical force compulsion for achieving police objectives. Peel’s fifth principle is to seek and to preserve public favour, not by pandering to public opinion, but by constantly demonstrating absolutely impartial service to law, in complete independence of policy, and without regard to the justice or injustices of the substance of individual laws; by ready offering of individual service and friendship to all members of the public without regard to their wealth or social standing; by ready exercise of courtesy and friendly good humour; and by ready offering of individual sacrifice in protecting and preserving life. Peels sixth principle is to use physical force only when the exercise of persuasion, advice and warning is found to be insufficient to obtain public cooperation to an extent necessary to secure observance of law or to restore order; and to use only the minimum degree of physical force which is necessary on any occasion for achieving a police objective. Peel’s seventh principle is to always maintain a relationship with the public that gives reality to the historic tradition that the police are the public and that the public are the police; the police being only members of the public who are paid to give full-time attention to duties which are incumbent on every citizen, in the interests of community welfare and existence. Peel’s eighth principle is to always recognize the need for strict adherence to police-executive functions, and to refrain from even seeming to usurp the powers of the judiciary of avenging individuals or the state, and of authoritatively judging guilt and punishing the guilty. Peel’s final principle is to recognize always that the test of police efficiency is the absence of crime and disorder, and not the visible evidence of police action in dealing with them. The ‘Peelian’ principles suggest that the very presence of the police is a tactic with the goal of reducing the need for direct acts of violence, even though officers are authorised to employ force to preserve social order. It is possible for the state to keep its power by the use of direct military oppression; yet it is not necessary for the state to do so since it may preserve its authority through the use of strategically stationed police forces and the cultivation of a compliant population When seen through the perspective of this concept of state power, the role of the police is changed into one that is dependent on the public's support of both its existence and the acts it does. People must want the law to be respected, and they must accept some personal responsibility for obeying it and for stopping each other from breaching it. Furthermore, maintaining this acceptance means assuring the public's voluntary cooperation in the observation of the law.
Sir Robert Peel also came up with his famous 3 core ideas which are the following: The goal is preventing crime, not catching criminals. If the police stop crime before it happens, we don’t have to punish citizens or suppress their rights. An effective police department doesn’t have high arrest stats; its community has low crime rates. The key to preventing crime is earning public support. Every community member must share the responsibility of preventing crime, as if they were all volunteer members of the force. They will only accept this responsibility if the community supports and trusts the police. The police earn public support by respecting community principles. Winning public approval requires hard work to build reputation: enforcing the laws impartially, hiring officers who represent and understand the community, and using force only as a last resort. 

Policing by consent is very hard to understand for most people and it is often criticized. Consent-based policing is seen by some to be the ideal standard that the government ought to hold the police to, while others consider it to be an impossibility. Both criticisms are completely off base. The public does, in fact, provide its consent to policing, and this is one of the most important factors in preserving the power of the state. The meaning of 'permission' and the process by which it is obtained are two of the most important aspects to comprehend. There are many examples of policing by consent. Policing by consent is a very important thing and it has been benefiting England for a very long time. 
When Sir Robert Peel initially founded the Metropolitan Police in 1829, he did so based on the premise of policing by agreement. This was the first time the Metropolitan Police had ever been established. Although it has undergone significant change since its inception in the eighteenth century, the idea of justifying the existence of our police forces based on consent continues to be an essential component. However, for policing to be considered consensual, the communities that are policed need to have the perception that the forces who police them are there to serve them. Communities have a responsibility to realise that the age-old adage that "the police are the public and the people are the police" is, in fact, applicable to their situation. In the vein of the well-known "Peelian Principles," police can only be effective for Black, Asian, and Middle Eastern (BAME) communities when those populations have faith that their concerns will be heard. It is impossible to see a more fruitful partnership developing between the two parties while these populations continue to be underrepresented in their respective local forces. 

In conclsion,policing by consent has really impacted England and it has helped English people to build trust with the police.
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