Choosing two sources based on Jim Jones and the Peoples Temple Cult 

The two sources chosen for this task provide different perspectives and information relating to the Jonestown Massacre, which resulted in the mass suicide and murder of 909 people.

The first source, an article called ‘Jim Jones: The deadly Hypnotist’, was written and published by Joel Greenberg in 1979. This article has been chosen because it focuses on the events leading up to the mass suicide/murder in an attempt to establish how Jim Jones, the leader of the cult, was able to control and manipulate his followers. The article was written just over a year after the incident and provides quotes from ex-cult members, as well as opinions and theories from psychologists and researchers. 

The second source that was chosen, ‘Drinking the Kool-Aid: A Survivor Remembers Jim Jones’, is an interview with an ex-cult member. She describes her experience with the cult and goes into great detail about Jim Jones and her personal encounters with him. What is particularly interesting is the fact that whilst the majority of the interview is focused on the negative aspects of Peoples Temple, she also discusses the positive times she had whilst involved in the group. 
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