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The purpose of this research is to let more people know from Newport and the surrounding areas, what happened during the Second World War. As it seems a very limited area that not many people know much about especially in the surrounding areas. This research looks to present information in a more accessible way than other pieces of work regarding what happened in Newport during the Second World and what happened to the people at that time.  It puts together knowledge from the Second World War, generally British knowledge and it develops into an awareness of events in Newport and the surrounding areas. Combining themes such as bombings, evacuees, women and the Italians, it combined certain people’s memories with factual knowledge from books. I used a variety of ways to find both my primary and secondary information. For example, I used my family connections to get some interviews from people who were alive at the time, I used Gwent Archives in Ebbw Vale, Newport Library, websites, newspaper articles and books. 
Statistics and accounts are presented regarding the amount of bombings that hit Newport during the Second World War. This research seeks to answer the question of how the people of Newport were affected during the Second World War in a variety of different ways. I hope to make it available to Gwent archives to help complete the picture of local events during World War II, for the people of the Newport area.
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[bookmark: _Toc513280222]Introduction
The main focus of this dissertation is, to let the people of Newport and the surrounding areas know more about what exactly happened to their area during the Second World War, one of the most difficult times for Britain and for Newport as a whole.  I will be focusing on incidents that occurred at the time that may not be known by many local people and what impact the war had on Newport, South Wales, and the surrounding areas.
The intention of this dissertation is to make people remember and to recover information that has been lost throughout the years. Some of the research has found to have been passed through the generations and only a few people in Newport or family members of people that were still alive would still remember. The data is combined with the information from authors scattered over a period of time, and the people that I have talked to regarding their time in the Second World War. I am hoping to present an extensive and informative study about Newport and the Second World War, which should provide accurate and factual information. My hope is to enlighten the people of Newport and the surrounding areas about what happened at such a time for Britain and the world.
There are a number of reasons as to why I chose this research topic, partly due to my own curiosity and also from a historical perspective. One of the reasons as to why I chose this research topic, is that I wanted to learn more about what happened in my local area in one of the most interesting periods of history. To discover what interesting events happened in my local area only decades beforehand, in what I deem to be one of the most devastating periods of time in modern history, especially for the British. From a historical perspective, the world wars have been a very large part of my interests and research. Therefore, I wanted to combine my local area and one of the most interesting periods of time and create an accurate piece of research.
This research looks at the events of World War Two in Newport and its environs. Furthermore, this research investigates the way different people affected the area that they lived in or moved into for the duration of the war.  In general, this topic, the Second World War has been written about extensively. However, the area I am researching, Newport and the surrounding areas during the Second World War, has only been written about in a limited way.  I aim to be answering questions about events in Newport during the Second World War which may have been asked about many other towns and cities but not been asked about Newport. For example, questions such as ‘how were the Italians affected in Newport and the surrounding areas?’ 
The methodology used to source the information I have collected is both primary and secondary. This includes both primary and secondary sources from Gwent Archives. The archivist made available the artefacts and newspaper reports, pictures etc. from the time. Primary sources include interviewing people who were alive at the time of the war, however they were still children then. I also interviewed an evacuee from Newport which was very insightful. All interviews were conducted in Newport, South Wales, as every person I interviewed was kind enough to let me interview them in their home. The secondary sources came from many archives including the Gwent Archives and Newport Library where sources were very limited however there were some volumes that were not accessible to the general public. Some secondary sources were more generic to Britain and Wales, the most useful were the book sources and online sources such as Island Farm[footnoteRef:1]. Therefore both primary and secondary sources have been used to research more about events in Newport from 1939 to 1945.  [1:  Island Farm, Luftwaffe Attacks on South Wales and Surrounding Bridgend Area, Island Farm Available from http://www.islandfarm.wales/Luftwaffe%20Attacks%20On%20South%20Wales.htm {Accessed on 12th February 2018] 

Newport was a relatively small town at the time of the Second World War. It is now a reasonably small city in South Wales. During the Second World War, there was very little research into what exactly happened to Newport and their neighbouring towns. Therefore in this piece of research I have attempted to answer the following questions. Whether or not it was extensively targeted by the Germans or were many people evacuated to Newport or from Newport? Were there any heroes or miraculous acts by people from Newport during the war? 
It is a reasonably well known area of Wales today, however it is not talked about in many books. Furthermore, it is valuable that the people of this generation and even those born since World War Two get an understanding of what happened in their local area during the Second World War.





[bookmark: _Toc513280223]Chapter 1
[bookmark: _Toc513280224]What effect did the bombs have on the people of Newport and the environs during the Second World War?

I have completed lots of research on Newport and the Second World War and especially around the topic of the bombing that happened too. The amount that has researched into this is remarkably slim. Some websites I have looked into which have articles based on South Wales bombing during World War Two do not even mention the bombings and deaths that occurred in Newport between 1939 and 1945 due to bombs. It seems really shocking to me to not mention Newport despite mentioning places like Abercynon, Cowbridge, and many other reasonably similar areas, yet it does not mention Newport at all on its website about the bombs that fell in South Wales[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Island Farm, Luftwaffe Attacks on South Wales and Surrounding Bridgend Area, Island Farm Available from http://www.islandfarm.wales/Luftwaffe%20Attacks%20On%20South%20Wales.htm {Accessed on 12th February 2018] 

This research that I have conducted on what impact the bombing had on the people of Newport and my other chapters throughout my dissertation will aim to rekindle the memories of people of Newport and remind the current generation of people in Newport as to what happened in Newport during one of the worst times for Britain as a whole.  My research has included talking to people who were alive at the time and listening to their memories, these are average everyday working-class people, therefore, my research is looking at history from below. This topic has not been exclusively researched as a whole, therefore I aim to show a different perspective than the few that have researched different elements during the Second World War.
The bombings were significantly worse throughout the rest of Britain, the Bristol Channel and the surrounding areas, Bristol, Cardiff and Swansea were significantly hit more than Newport, and they all had blitz bombings on their cities. See later tables displaying the differences. Personally, it would have been considerably worse maybe ten times worse living in a big city like London or Cardiff compared to living in a significantly smaller place like Newport. It has been extensively researched as to what exactly happened in the big cities like Bristol and Cardiff, but very little has been researched about Newport and the smaller surrounding areas, therefore I want to compare the differences between the bigger cities and smaller places like Newport.
The Second World War started on the 1st of September 1939, there was not a bomb dropped on Newport until the 26th of June 1940. This was due to the phoney war that happened during the six months of the war. Even so, there was still a feeling that we have prepared with a lot of equipment, machinery and men and nothing has happened. Especially in a reasonably small place like Newport, there was a small fear before the first bomb hit, but it was almost that some people of Newport had a sense that they were safe, that there was no chance of the Germans dropping a bomb on Newport.
World War Two caused some tragic events around the world. One of the military strategies employed by both sides in World War Two was strategic bombing. It involves targeting civilian populations and industrial and political infrastructures. The strategic bombing caused some horrific events in the South Wales town called Newport, where many people suffered deaths or getting seriously injured via the bombs and it seriously affected the lives of the people in Newport. Most people think that Newport was not hit by any bombs, as it is very much considered a topic that no one has really researched into. When you talk about the bombings on Newport you have to consider what areas specifically that the Germans were aiming for first. The majority of bombs that were dropped on Newport were aiming for Bristol and for the commercial areas of Newport, for example, the munitions factories and the docks were their targets[footnoteRef:3].  It seemed that the Luftwaffe did not drop bombs directly on to the targets that they wanted. However, there was still a reasonable amount of destruction in Newport due to the bombs. They dropped a few bombs on Newport that did not hit or kill anyone. They did not drop a bomb near the docks, which was one of their targets. However, they did drop bombs reasonably close to the commercial areas or the critical areas needed to help the war effort. For example, near munitions factories, destroying what used to be the Germans own factory with one of their bombs., Some of the research I have undertaken, says that predominantly the bombs were heading and aiming towards Bristol but more so on the areas that were focused on helping the British War effort[footnoteRef:4]. It is largely some people that I have spoken to regarding the Second World War in Newport that think this. Largely, it is thought the Germans were aiming for Newport’s munitions factories and docks. Ultimately, there were a recorded 23 different instances of bombs being dropped in the Newport area. [3:  J.O’Sullivan, When Wales Went To War 1939-45 (Gloucestershire: Sutton Publishing, 2004) Pg 52]  [4:  Interview with Mr Harris- 86- 8-14 1939-1945, Schoolchild, 3rd February 2018.] 

The biggest form of bombing in Newport was a land mine landing between Eveswell Street and Archibald Street, which resulted in the biggest casualties the Newport streets had seen during the Second World War. One family was seriously affected by these bombings. The Gimlett Family, who on that night lost seven of their nine family members. The only survivors being the middle children of the family who were only teenagers at the time. Eddie and Louise survived, they were sixteen and 19 respectively. They lost Edwin their dad who was 57, they lost their mother Doris who was 49, grandfather George who was 86, their aunt Gladys who was 48, their sister Olwyn who was 16, younger brother Hadyn who was 12, and their little sister Eira who was 5[footnoteRef:5]. The Gimlett was the most tragically hit family in Newport during the Second World War. Overall, the Eveswell and Archibald Street bombings resulted in 37 deaths in Newport on that night on the 1st July 1941[footnoteRef:6]. This also resulted in massive damage to all of the surrounding houses flattening them all. This was a big event in Newport in the Second World War and it could be argued to have been one of the biggest and tragic events in Newport’s history. The next day’s edition of the South Wales Argus, the Eveswell bombing was reported as a bombing on a “South Wales Coastal town” to help the British war effort and not let the Germans know specifically where their bombs hit in Britain[footnoteRef:7]. [5:  T.Underwood, Time to remember… time to forget: Newport at War (Great Britain: Terry Underwood, 1995) Pg 27]  [6:  Ibid Pg 28]  [7:  Ibid Pg  30] 

There were many barrage balloons surrounding Newport on the lookout for the Low flying German bombing aircraft. On the 13th September 1940, sadly one of the German planes hit a barrage balloon towards Stow Hill.  The pilot tried to parachute away, landing only a short distance away from the aircraft’s eventual destination. The pilot Harry Wappler was attacked by the Newport when he landed and had to be separated away by the British Police[footnoteRef:8].  However, inside the aircraft were three or two cabin members, who all died when the plane crashed straight into a house where the Phillips family were living at the time. As I have been researching I have heard and read a few different versions of the events that happened on that fateful night for Newport and the Phillips Family. The most consistent part of this story is that the plane hit the Phillips house flat and straight through to the dining room, where the youngest member of the Phillips Family was sleeping, Myrtle who instantly would have died on impact. The other most consistent part is that Martin Phillips, the brother of Myrtle sacrificed himself trying to save his sister as he helplessly fell into the fire, as his bedroom was upstairs and the stairs were filling with fire. This was a tragic accident that was caused by an invention that was supposed to stop the German bombers. It did however result in terrible consequences. However, it could have been so much worse for Newport as a whole. But the Phillips Family would not feel this way, in this case, they were the unfortunate victims of being in the wrong place at the wrong time. These were arguably two of the biggest bombs and biggest devastations to happen to Newport especially in the Second World War. This shows how an area like Newport can be affected and it might have been targeted to some extent by enemy bombs. [8:  Interview- Mr Harris- 8- 14 during the war years-schoolchild, 3rd February 2018] 

Another tragic bomb that hit Newport, landed on the Alexandra Dock hotel on the 9th of October 1940, where there were three people killed including the landlord at the time. I don’t know too much just yet of who specifically died in this direct hit on the Alexandra Dock hotel. However, we do know the police officers that were involved in trying to save as many people as possible, as many were stuck in the darts room supposedly, everyone was under rubble. The policemen were recognized for their efforts not only on this night but throughout the war. Detective Constable Charles Cook received a George medal for his brilliant efforts, PC Edmund Wetter and Mr. Joseph Draper also received the OBE civil division medal[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  True North Books, Memories of Newport (Great Britain, True North Books Limited, 1999) Pg17] 

The bombing affected the adults much more than the children as the children at the time did not have a clue about the severity of the danger they were facing, as I have talked to people who were both children and young adults at the time of the War, the children referred to the War time as more fun than scary. They enjoyed the collecting shrapnel after bombs had gone off, it was more of a game for them, rather than a serious threat of danger[footnoteRef:10]. [10:  Interview- Don Venn- 84-6-12 during the war- schoolchild- 3rd February 2018] 

There was also a huge effect on Newport due to the amount of protection and machinery that was brought in to try and stop the threat of the German bombers. For example, everyone had either an Anderson or Morrison shelter in their garden, it was largely Anderson from what I can gather from research and talking to the people still alive today that lived through the war[footnoteRef:11]. This is probably due to the Anderson shelters being made locally?  There was a large amount of both Anti-Aircraft guns and barrage balloons in Newport on the lookout for and protecting against the German bombers. The people had to get used to seeing barrage balloons and anti-aircraft where they did not expect them. The machines, shelters, balloons in people’s minds would have been the first realization that there was a possibility of serious danger, even when you are living in a reasonably small area that you would not think the Germans would even know, let alone bomb. It was almost a year until a bomb was dropped on Newport, therefore had this sense of danger decreased a little bit since it had been so long since anything had happened?   [11:  Interview- Ron Paul- 82- 4-10 during the war-schoolchild- 3rd February 2018] 

I don’t think so, Newport seemed very well prepared for a German bombing despite not being a big town or city, they would not have thought they were on the German radar, however as we have learned 23 bombing incidents occurred during the War in Newport. Newport dealt with it to the best of their ability and with the number of resources they had, it was an extraordinary effort from everyone who tried to help and stop the bombs coming into Newport. From the police to the wardens to the soldiers themselves, even the American G.I.’s and everyone in Newport played a pivotal and crucial role in defending and coping with the difficult scenarios that were facing each and every person and family.
Speaking of people’s roles in Newport during the Second World War. Mr. Riley who was the manager of an oil depot that was hit by the first bomb that hit Newport in World War Two[footnoteRef:12]. He was therefore one of the heroes that were from or in Newport in the Second World War. On the Twenty-Sixth of June 1940, he selflessly climbed a top of the adjoining tank and cut off the connection between the two stopping the fire from spreading to drastic proportions[footnoteRef:13]. He was badly burned however him and fire fighters kept the flames so as to not let the flames expand and burn the building and maybe endanger anyone else in the surrounding areas[footnoteRef:14].  [12:  T.Underwood, Time to remember… time to forget: Newport at War (Great Britain: Terry Underwood, 1995) Pg 31]  [13:  Ibid Pg 31]  [14:  Ibid  Pg 32] 

The precautions and the bombing really changed the mind sets for the Newport people and the way they lived their lives, as they suddenly had a large number of soldiers around, machinery and had to hide in either their houses or in shelters when the sirens blared loudly. It was a real change from the lives that the people of Newport were living before the Second World War. It could be argued that this could also be said for every single place in Britain and around the world that was affected by the brutality of the war. Another drastic alteration to the Newport community would have been the American G.I.’s who entered Britain and specifically Newport that was a dramatic change for the Newport people. The police and people in charge of the people’s safety for example soldiers and warders worked very quickly in difficult situations, the police and wardens and even soldiers were quick to respond when the loud sirens went off indicating a threat of German bombing on the Newport area.
Overall, the bombing really affected the ordinary people of Newport during World War Two because of the amount of air raid practices that took place, the number of bombings that happened and even the freak accidents that took place in Newport via German bombers in World War Two.
In conclusion, the bombs really affected the people of Newport, as there were 480 air raid precaution drills in the first year of the war. The bombing had a devastating impact on a Newport, as it was not a big city, nobody would expect it to have been targeted at all. Despite not having a full blitz like London and Cardiff had. The people of Newport still faced bombs, still had to hide in their Anderson shelters. Bombing changed many families and individual people’s mind sets for the rest of their lives. By the end of the war, the bombs had killed 51 people and injured 66, resulting in a lot of anxiety for local people. Even though this is a very small amount compared to the big cities and on the battlefields itself, it was very significant to the Newport people. The nature of the sporadic and random attacks which they never knew was going to happen, this only increased the panic and anxiety within the people of Newport.
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On the morning of September 1st 1939 Operation Pied Piper began[footnoteRef:15]. Millions of vulnerable civilians would be evacuated from the country’s centres of industry and shipping for their own safety. Incredibly within the first three days, September 1st to 3rd, over 1.5 million civilians had been moved out of the cities[footnoteRef:16]. This moving of vulnerable individuals had been planned meticulously and children, mothers, pregnant women, teachers, carers and disabled people had been and continued to be evacuated in great numbers. Newport was a place where many people were evacuated due to the unlikely fact that not many bombs or any bombs were thought to be aimed at Newport during the Second World War. Many thought that there were not enough important buildings in Newport for the Germans to think it would have any impact on the war; they would mostly be bombing the larger cities. That is why so many people travelled to places in the countryside and smaller places like Newport. [15: David Prest, Evacuees in World War Two - the True Story, BBC, http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/britain_wwtwo/evacuees_01.shtml accessed on [25.01.18]]  [16:  A.Calder, The People’s War ; Britain 1939-45 (London;: Granada Publishing Limited, 1969) Pg 314] 

During 1940, 7,000 evacuees arrived in Newport by train to be distributed around the town and the county[footnoteRef:17]. Many evacuees were sent around the county, they were sent to Cwmbran, Caerleon, Magor, Caldicot, Rogerstone, Risca. Many of these children came from Birmingham or London and even Jersey[footnoteRef:18].  As this, 1,800 children arrived in Newport in 1944 to escape the threat of the V1 pilotless planes, often referred to as doodlebugs or buzz bombs and the V2 planes[footnoteRef:19]. As previously discussed, it could be argued that Newport and the surrounding small areas were in between on a scale of the amount of bombs dropped or targeted to a place. The big cities Cardiff, Swansea, London were major targets for the German bombers and then smaller towns like Pontnewydd or Caldicot would not have been targeted, just unfortunately hit occasionally throughout the war[footnoteRef:20]. Whereas, Newport was hit less, when compared to the big cities; it is said to have been targeted marginally by German bombers, however not to the extent of London or Cardiff.  [17:  The Gwent County History Volume 5, ed by Chris Williams and Andy Croll, (Great Britain, University of Wales Press, 2013) Pg 32]  [18:  A.Calder, The People’s War ; Britain 1939-45 (London;: Granada Publishing Limited, 1969) Pg 40-41]  [19:  Newport Past, Newport Gwent South Wales Chronology of the Twentieth Century, Newport Past, http://www.newportpast.com/hd/chronology.htm Accessed on {14.01.2018}]  [20:  Interview- Don Venn- 84-6-12 during the war- schoolchild- 3rd February 2018] 

 As well as evacuees arriving in Newport, some Newport parents decided to send their children away from the dangers of the war across the Atlantic Ocean to America and Canada with tragic consequences[footnoteRef:21]. The story of the Newport evacuees who lost their lives when they were sailing across the Atlantic Ocean to safety in Canada was a wartime tragedy[footnoteRef:22]. The ship City of Benares was torpedoed by the Germans in September 1940[footnoteRef:23]. The ship sank resulting in the death of 77 children including seven from Newport[footnoteRef:24]. The tragic children who died were: Aileen Moss who was 12 years old, Marion Moss 10 years old, Rita Moss 8 years old, John Pemberton 10 years old, Roger Poole 11 years old, Anita Reese 14 years old, William Reese 12 years old[footnoteRef:25].Other Newport parents decided to evacuate their children from Newport, but nearer to home. For the Moss family, it was truly a horrific time with the three sister Aileen, Marion and Rita all dying when the City of Benares was torpedoed down[footnoteRef:26]. As mentioned in the chapter about bombing, the families who suffered the most in Newport itself were the Gimlett family who lost seven of their nine family members on the night of the Eveswell bombings[footnoteRef:27]. This was also a complete tragedy for another Newport family during the Second World War. [21:  T.Underwood, Time to remember… time to forget: Newport at War (Great Britain: Terry Underwood, 1995) Pg 35]  [22:  Ibid  Pg 35]  [23:  Ibid  Pg35]  [24:  Ibid Pg 35]  [25:  Ibid Pg 36]  [26:  Ibid Pg 36]  [27:  Ibid Pg 36] 

 Brenda Laurie can remember being evacuated to Llanhilleth with her sister[footnoteRef:28]. She said that both of her parents worked long, tiring shifts in the munitions factories, when the bombing raids started in Newport, her mother became frightened for her children and sent them to Llanhilleth. She stayed with a Mrs Parfitt for seven months in late 1940-1941[footnoteRef:29].  As children mostly, evacuees did make a big difference to the people they stayed with. For the children though, it would have been not very memorable. Brenda said that she remembered her being very nice but there were no real specific memories that she could remember during her short time with her[footnoteRef:30]. Her sister went to a different family and a different school but they all met up at the weekends when her mother came to visit[footnoteRef:31]. One weekend Brenda was ill, so her mother took her back home, otherwise she would have been there longer, as by the time she was taken home the bombing raids had lessened. Her sister stayed a few more weeks after Brenda was picked up[footnoteRef:32].  Talking to an evacuee personally was very interesting, despite her not being evacuated to Newport she spent most of the war in Newport however. It was intriguing to listen to her stories about the war and what families in Newport were told to do when there was a threat of bombs for example. Brenda being a teenager for half the war would have remembered more so than many other people that I have spoken to regarding the Second World War in Newport.  [28:  Interview- Brenda Laurie,schoolchild- 9-15- 3rd February 2018]  [29:  Ibid]  [30:  Ibid]  [31:  Ibid]  [32:  Ibid] 

Mr Don Venn who was in Newport during the Second World War also talked to me regarding what he remembered about the evacuees that came into Newport during the Second World War[footnoteRef:33]. He talked about the Kinder Transport organisation which brought Jewish children from occupied countries into the United Kingdom[footnoteRef:34]. He said that what he remembered was a Jewish German boy living next door to him during the war, he was called Werner Berger or Ernie as people were calling him[footnoteRef:35]. They went to his school Durham Road Junior School and later Brynglas Secondary School and both Ernie and his brother stayed in their street until the war ended.  After the war they both emigrated to Australia[footnoteRef:36]. He also remembered a mother with a young baby staying in their street who had come from London[footnoteRef:37]. This was very interesting to hear about, as there was very little mention of the Kinder Transport Organisation in my research. Much of the information is regarding British Evacuees and not the German Jews or even the Jews from the countries that Germany had occupied before the war began. Don Venn seemed to have quite a wide evacuee community near to his house. He claimed that despite only being young and not really knowing what was happening in the war[footnoteRef:38], the evacuees were still very helpful in the war effort and did what they were told to do to help the families of Newport in these tough times. As the people of Newport often lived in a very small specific area, it seems like many people remember quite a lot from the time of the Second World War. Mr Don Venn has clearly remembered the people that were based in his area despite him only being six to twelve years old during the war[footnoteRef:39]. 	 [33:  Interview- Don Venn- 84-6-12 during the war- schoolchild- 3rd February 2018]  [34:  Ibid]  [35:  Ibid]  [36:  Ibid]  [37:  Ibid]  [38:  Ibid]  [39:  Ibid] 

There are a few stories regarding evacuees that came to Newport and the surrounding areas online.  There is a specific story of an evacuee who moved from London to Caerleon.[footnoteRef:40] In this case, it seems that the parents planning to evacuate their child took them to the local school to meet the parents who were going to foster them.[footnoteRef:41]. This was the story of Mavis Robinson[footnoteRef:42].  She enjoyed her time in Caerleon with the family she was set up with, she was incredibly grateful to the family for having her stay[footnoteRef:43]. She also realised they were incredibly happy to have her there, learning to look after a child at such a difficult time was a new experience for them[footnoteRef:44]. Mavis was only between seven and thirteen when Britain entered the Second World War[footnoteRef:45]. However, unlike many people I have talked to or researched about, she claimed that she was aware of what danger faced the people of any town during the war. This is a contrast to others like Mr Harris[footnoteRef:46] and Ron Paul[footnoteRef:47] who claimed it was just a fun time and that they did not know the extent as to what could happen[footnoteRef:48]. It seems the evacuees were very helpful in general and specifically from those I have researched and talked to, there was a feeling of “we all do our bit to help the household” or even the country in general. [40:  Mavis Robinson, An Evacuees Story Mavis Robinson Tells How She Was Evacuated to Caerleon at the Start of World War Two, Caerleon.net Accessed on {10.01.18}]  [41: Ibid ]  [42: Ibid]  [43:  Ibid]  [44:  Ibid]  [45:  Ibid]  [46:  Interview- Mr Harris- 8- 14 during the war years-schoolchild- 3rd February 2018]  [47:  Interview- Ron Paul- 82- 4-10 during the war-schoolchild- 3rd February 2018]  [48:  Mavis Robinson, An Evacuees Story Mavis Robinson Tells How She Was Evacuated to Caerleon at the Start of World War Two, Caerleon.net Accessed on {10.01.18}] 

Another interesting story is from a Young man who lived in Pontnewydd, who had evacuees live with him and his parents[footnoteRef:49]. He also had a very exciting time during the war, as he was a part of the Ambulance Brigade and his father was a member of the home guard.  His family took in two evacuees, from the Birmingham area both girls called Diane and June[footnoteRef:50]. This article shows that the evacuees that did come into Newport and the surrounding areas did make an impact on the people they were staying with. D.W Evans remembers quite specifically certain parts about the evacuees that came to stay with his family during the war[footnoteRef:51]. June was remembered quite well by Evans as despite only being in his house for a few months. He remembers instances such as June singing “wish me luck as you wave me goodbye” in the shower. This shows how the experiences have had an impact on the thoughts of Evans about the war times and who the people were that influenced his war experience as a schoolchild[footnoteRef:52].  Evans remembers Diane more, as she was there for a longer period of time and continued to visit their family house regularly many years after she left in 1940/41. She even took her husband to meet the Evans family many years later[footnoteRef:53]. Diane left quite an impact on the Evans family not only when she was there but even after she left[footnoteRef:54].  [49:  E.W James, WWII Memories as a Young Lad, SL First Magazine, http://slfirst.co.uk/deaf-lifestyle/the-snug/wwii-memories-as-a-young-lad/ Accessed on {10.12.2018}]  [50: Ibid  ]  [51:  Ibid]  [52:  Ibid]  [53:  Ibid]  [54:  Ibid] 

Many of these evacuees’ cases resulted in being largely positive stories of a child moving into another adult’s home. Many evacuees have some positive stories about moving, it was largely fun for children during the war as they did not particularly understand what could happen to them when the bombs were going off. Homesickness was a major factor when evacuating kids however largely the stories that I have both read and listened to there was no such problem, they were having fun rather than worrying, they knew they would be back to their family soon enough. Furthermore, I have not found any bad reports from either the evacuees or the families they were placed with during my research. From my research there were only been good experiences or mediocre experiences of children that were homesick and went back home either because they were homesick or their parents wanted them back in their own house.
Overall, the evacuees changed the landscape of Newport and their environs during the Second World War, as it added more people into a reasonably small population. However, the gracious and loving people of Newport dealt with it very well, looked after the children to the best of their abilities despite increasing their household at a time when rationing had just been introduced. It had a big impact on many people including the children, as they had to get accustomed to a lifestyle of a smaller town as many people came from the bigger cities like London, Manchester and Birmingham. It was a change in the atmosphere for the children who had to change schools and friends, it was a very challenging situation for the children and the parents who left them behind. Furthermore, some evacuees also had an impact on the families for many decades to come following the end of the war. They were well remembered by the community surrounding them too, as Don Venn proved when he spoke to me regarding the Jewish German boy who lived next door to him called Werner Berger and his brother and even what happened to them after the war had finished.  
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Chapter 3 
[bookmark: _Toc513280228][bookmark: _Hlk512630553]What roles did the women of Newport and the surrounding areas play in the war effort?

As it is well known, women played a very crucial role in the Second World War. It could be argued that it was the most pivotal role that ultimately won Britain the War. It was a similar situation in Newport as the women played a critical role throughout the war, going to work in place of the men who went to war and looking after their families at the same time. There were even some extraordinary wonderful feats from women during the war too, not just managing to work and keep their families close. There are many stories regarding women throughout the war in Newport and their environs. There were also some tragic work stories that came from Newport. Many women were the catalysts for making improvements in not only Newport regarding the war effort, but improvements to the whole allied side regarding work ethic and helping the war effort with equipment, munitions, clothes, guns etc.
It has been said that as much as women helped the war effort, there was the occasional incident where their help resulted in terrible circumstances, due to no fault of their own for the majority of stories. One Glascoed worker recalled one incident where a pin fell out of a women’s hair (into a machine?) which resulted in two men losing their legs[footnoteRef:55]. This shows a woman’s accident at work, the workers could say to their bosses that the woman are reckless, they should not work here, however ultimately, it was an accident that happens very often in society, especially back in the 1940’s.  [55:  The Gwent County History Volume 5, ed by Chris Williams and Andy Croll, (Great Britain, University of Wales Press, 2013) Pg 35] 

One woman from Newport managed to escape with her two friends from German imprisonment back to Britain to help with the war effort. It was an extraordinary story to read about[footnoteRef:56]. Gladys Jeffreys who lived in Somerset Road, Newport* Her and her two compatriots escaped from a concentration camp in Vittel having been in Berlin beforehand[footnoteRef:57].They used haversacks to avoid the sentry guns that were at the camp[footnoteRef:58]. As Olga Marks feet were bleeding they had to stop in a hut with straw. They stayed for two nights and a day[footnoteRef:59]. A local farmer spotted them and helped them by giving them food and also tended to Mark’s feet and gave them a wheelbarrow to carry her the rest of the way. They then walked for days, avoiding German soldiers until they reached the Swiss border[footnoteRef:60]. They were then captured by the Swiss Police as they had no papers, however a few days later they were let out and sent back to Britain[footnoteRef:61]. This shows an incredible story, unbelievable persistence and will of the British people to persist and escape the evil of the Germans, and get back to their own version of reality. It shows what bravery British women had especially through the war effort. The majority of women took over the men’s jobs, worked extra hard for their families to survive on the rationing. There is no question that without the women of Britain’s extraordinary efforts Britain would have almost certainly lost the war.  [56:  T.Underwood, Time to remember… time to forget: Newport at War (Great Britain: Terry Underwood, 1995) Pg 29]  [57:  Ibid Pg 29 ]  [58:  Ibid Pg 29]  [59:  Ibid Pg 29]  [60:  Ibid Pg 30]  [61:  Ibid Pg 30] 

I have also interviewed a woman who was alive and lived in Newport throughout the majority of the war[footnoteRef:62]. I had an extensive chat with her regarding her whole war experience. She talked all about her school experience and what it felt like when there was a threat of bombing. What they were supposed to do, what her parents wanted them to do. Regarding warnings for possible bombs, she said she had to run a while from her school back to her house. Also, instead of going to a bomb shelter that was right next door to their house, her parents told her and her two sisters to hide under the table. She was also evacuated for about six months.  However, I will talk more about that later on in the evacuation chapter. Despite this, she does talk about the fact that she lived right next to a school which was her nearest Anderson shelter to go to, however because she lived too close to the school, she did not attend that school, she had to go to a school miles away from where she lived and that school did not have an Anderson shelter itself. So, whenever there was a threat of a bomb, she had to run miles back to her house more often than not. Or go to her uncle’s house which was closer, but he was hardly ever in his house. [62:  Interview- Brenda Laurie- schoolchild- 9-15 during 1939-1945- 3rd February 2018] 

The women would have also had to deal with the majority of problems, mostly when it came to rationing. They had to make sure their families were fed enough, often leaving themselves very hungry in the process to make sure they family was eating enough. There were many foods that are taken for granted today that were hardly ever seen in Britain during the Second World War. For example bananas were never seen in Britain until mid-1950’s. As Valerie Thomas confirmed that she did not see a banana until she was twelve years old[footnoteRef:63].  [63:  Interview-Valerie Thomas- Schoolchild-6-12 from 1939-1945.- 17th January 2018] 

One of the most famous women from Newport around the time of the Second World War was Ruby Loftus[footnoteRef:64]. The Ministry of Munitions desperately wanted a picture to promote women working in factories, to make sure that women’s’ potential talents were not being overlooked and to publicise that all factory work was dirty[footnoteRef:65]. Loftus was a munitions worker, who was very clever and was able to learn skills a lot quicker than a normal worker; she was the first woman in engineering history to tackle the complex machining operation known as screwing of Bofors Breech Ring[footnoteRef:66]. This was considered as one of the most highly skilled jobs in the Royal Ordinance Factory, where she worked in Newport. This job would have normally only been attempted by a man with eight or nine years training. Ruby, only 21 at the time, mastered the complex machinery with just under two years training[footnoteRef:67].  [64:  The Gwent County History Volume 5, ed by Chris Williams and Andy Croll, (Great Britain, University of Wales Press, 2013) Pg 44]  [65:  Loftus Garden Village,  Loftus Garden Village History, Loftus Garden, https://www.loftusgardenvillage.co.uk/history.php accessed on {01.03.18}]  [66:  Ibid]  [67:  Ibid] 

She is most famous for being the subject of a painting by Dame Laura Knight called “Ruby Loftus screwing a Breech ring”. The painting is recognised as being one of Knight’s best works of art. Originally, the War Artists Advisory Committee commissioned Dame Laura Knight to produce paintings as war records, and therefore one of her paintings was of Ruby Loftus, which is now in the Imperial War Museum[footnoteRef:68]. An exceptional point to make was that Knight had to be there working almost with Loftus or for Loftus to be able to paint her. A process which took three to four weeks[footnoteRef:69]. [68:  Ibid]  [69:  Ibid] 

After the painting was first shown on the 30th of April 1943 at the Royal Academy Summer exhibition, it became very popular from there. It featured in eight different newspapers a day later, a poster version was also created by the War Artists Advisory committee[footnoteRef:70].The Government made a cinema reel of Loftus and Knight to try to inspire women workers. It encouraged them to discover new skills and to show the same willingness as Loftus to train for factory work. Later in the year, Labour Minister Ernest Bevin visits the Royal Ordinance Factory and meets Ruby Loftus while there[footnoteRef:71].  [70: Ibid]  [71:  Ibid] 

Even the American Government took this cinema reel and changed it a little bit to the American culture to also inspire their workers and help the war effort even more[footnoteRef:72]. This shows how much of an effect that a cinema reel from a worker who was from and based in Newport could help so much to inspire the British work rate as a whole. It also was used to inspire the American workforce too. That an ordinary woman from Newport contributed to the war effort in such a big way, really shows how crucial women were to the war effort.  Additionally, Ruby’s story shows how people’s wartime experiences on the home front could impact on their lives. Her image showed how women in the war years worked with endeavour, duty and commitment.  [72:  Ibid] 

There were also many stories about how resourceful the women in Newport and other towns in Britain were during the Second World War. For example, many commodities were rationed, including clothes. Some clothes were being rationed. That resulted in women’s stockings in short supply, therefore some women covered their legs in gravy browning or a mixture of salad and water[footnoteRef:73]. Many also found that Beetroot Juice was a good replacement for lipstick. Everything from food to clothes was in short supply due to the war and there was a need to share resources equally and to make them last as long as they could. [73:  True North Books, Memories of Newport (Great Britain, True North Books Limited, 1999) Pg 21] 

The recognition was not all positive during the war for the women of Newport. It has been reported by many that there were a large number of drunk women on the streets of Newport during the war. The Chief Constable of Newport reported that there were at least fifty incidents of women on licensed premises, very drunk[footnoteRef:74]. There were stories of women from Newport getting put into jail because they were in a prohibited area. Licensed areas were often prohibited in many places including Newport at times during the war. Three Newport women were put in jail for a month due to being seen in a prohibited area, as the chief constable claimed, they were in jail for being on licensed property,  possibly have been a result of all three women being drunk. This corresponds with the fact that the chief constable also claimed that there was more drunkenness per head of population than in any other town in England or Wales[footnoteRef:75].  [74:  The Gwent County History Volume 5, ed by Chris Williams and Andy Croll, (Great Britain, University of Wales Press, 2013) Pg 31]  [75:  Ibid Pg 33] 

According to Calder, an actress, who found herself in North Wales staying at a luxury hotel in 1940, found it was harbouring some women, who only played backgammon, drank and did a little bit of knitting for the soldiers on the front line[footnoteRef:76].  Calder writes about how times changed for the women, and how they were forced or directed back into work once the war started and he also lists the types of jobs that the different generations of women would be likely to have at the time[footnoteRef:77]. For example, the young girls would have moved jobs to either be in the land army or the munitions factories. If they were young married women, they would change from being housewives to working in the factories[footnoteRef:78].  The older woman would have worked in the shops, cotton mills or offices. This is important to note because many women would have worked at the royal ordinance factory as Ruby Loftus and inspired many other women to work there too[footnoteRef:79]. Although Calder, points out the types of jobs the women would have had during war, the munition factories and others were the main target for the German bombers to hit in most towns and cities including Newport[footnoteRef:80].Calder often portrayed a wider grasp of women’s roles than just the South Wales Women[footnoteRef:81]. His entire book is based around what exactly happened during the Second World War on all topics including rationing, the fighting, bombing. [76:  A.Calder, The People’s War ; Britain 1939-45 (London;: Granada Publishing Limited, 1969) Pg 42]  [77:  Ibid 383]  [78:  Ibid Pg 383]  [79:  Loftus Garden Village,  Loftus Garden Village History, Loftus Garden, https://www.loftusgardenvillage.co.uk/history.php accessed on {01.03.18}]  [80:  A.Calder, The People’s War ; Britain 1939-45 (London;: Granada Publishing Limited, 1969) Pg 383]  [81:  Ibid Pg 383] 

Overall, the role of women was very crucial in the way Newport dealt with the effects of the Second World War. There are many memorable stories from Newport of woman behaving unbelievably throughout the war. Gladys Jeffreys and her two friends had to battle their way from a German camp to back to their respective homes and they overcome incredible obstacles for example Olga not being able to walk and therefore using a wheelbarrow from a local farmer to get to the Swiss border.  Ruby Loftus was another very memorable from Newport and the environs, she has had the most impact in the Second World War, as her work was inspired into a painting and a cinema reel, that inspired more people to increase their work ethic from Britain and America even used a cinema reel to inspire their work ethic. Women were known to change very little into a lot, for example uses gravy browning on their legs to use as stockings were very expensive.  Women were known all over Britain, including Newport to think of their family before themselves leaving themselves often without food while feeding their families. Talking to Brenda Laurie[footnoteRef:82] who says that her mother often put the family first before herself and was the main person to sort her and her sister out when not many people knew what was going on. [82:  Interview- Brenda Laurie--schoolchild-- 9-15- 3rd February 2018] 
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Chapter 4
[bookmark: _Toc513280230]How were the Newport Italians impacted during the Second World War?

On 10th May 1940 Mussolini’s declaration of war on Britain had a traumatic impact on the Italian communities across the U. K[footnoteRef:83]. Right across the country angry riots broke out in many British towns and cities including Newport. Mobs ransacked Italian properties, mainly businesses, smashing windows and looking and burning shops. The terrified owners many with British citizenship and having lived in Britain for decades were forced to barricade themselves in back rooms. The Police charged the mobs with batons and restored order. On the following day the Prime Minister, Winston Churchill announced that all Italian males between the ages of seventeen and seventy who had not been resident in Britain for more than twenty years, plus all those on the MI5 suspect list would be subject to internment[footnoteRef:84]. This meant whole families became split up, the men were led and taken away to internment camps which were scattered across the country, one of the biggest places they went was the Isle of Man, but some would even be sent abroad to Canada and Australia. Families would not be reunited until after the war although sadly some families never saw their menfolk again.  [83:  John Simkin, Italians in Britain, Spartacus educational, http://spartacus-educational.com/2WWitaliansBR.htm accessed on [08.02.18]]  [84:  Roger Kershaw, Collar the lot! Britain’s policy of internment during the Second World War, National Archives, http://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/blog/collar-lot-britains-policy-internment-second-world-war/ accessed on [21.03.18)] 

Italians were a large part of the community of South Wales and in particular Newport up until the Second World War when Italy entered into the war in June 1940 on the German side[footnoteRef:85]. Immediately the 183 Italians that lived in the Monmouthshire County were interned until the end of the war[footnoteRef:86]. At this time, it was a very controversial time for Italians in Britain including South Wales and Newport. The Italians who lived in Britain during the Second World War played a very significant, yet sad part in the Second World War. The Italians who were effectively foreigners were treated like criminals in communities where they had lived and been a part of for many years, even decades. In some cases, the Italians were responsible for creating many jobs in Newport in their cafes and restaurants. There was often racial abuse against the Italians leading up to their internment. Their internment came in the middle of the night, torn away from their families who could barely speak any English, so they did not get an explanation. Many Italian businesses were destroyed. Largely the Police payed little notice as people stole everything from the Italians houses and shops. The Arondora Star is an example of the interned Italians being forced out of the country and hundreds of people ending up losing their lives[footnoteRef:87].  [85:  J.O’Sullivan, A Century of Newport: Events, People and Places over the 20th Century (United Kingdom: Sutton Publishing, 2000) Pg 19]  [86:  The Gwent County History Volume 5, ed by Chris Williams and Andy Croll, (Great Britain, University of Wales Press, 2013) Pg 33]  [87: Ibid  Pg 33] 

This was very distressing because many of these Italians had lived and grown up in the communities; they effectively belonged in those communities. Despite their country opposing Britain in the war, the local Italians were not a threat to anyone and their treatment as criminals was unfounded. It was tragic for any person to be treated as the British people treated the Italians during the Second World War. There were many violent acts against the Italians throughout the war and many businesses lost. However, it could be argued that it was a positive that a large number of Italians were interned all over Britain. This is because it prevented agitated locals from acting violently towards the Italian people due to the fear of spying or being a British enemy.
Mr Harris claimed to see the Italians picking out strawberries or berries of some kind while they were handcuffed to what was assumed to be police officers, while he and his friends were walking through a small area of Newport[footnoteRef:88]. This seems to show that the Italians were just moved around into a safer area under supervision. There would be no need to try and get information from them as they had been living in Newport for a large amount of time and would possibly have little knowledge about what was really happening in Italy as illustrated by the incident at the Italian café[footnoteRef:89] shortly after the Italians were interned. There were many internment camps near Newport; the Mount in Chepstow, one in Monmouth, several in Abergavenny and one in New Inn, Pontypool. The Italians were a big part of Newport life and their absence was noticed by the other people in the town. [88:  Interview- Mr Harris- 8- 14 during the war years-schoolchild- 3rd February 2018]  [89: The Gwent County History Volume 5, ed by Chris Williams and Andy Croll, (Great Britain, University of Wales Press, 2013) Pg 33] 

Shortly after the Italians joined the war[footnoteRef:90], there was an incident at a café belonging to an Italian, a 1,000 strong crowd gathered at a café on Commercial Street. They were angry at the Italians and therefore intended to take it out on the Italian owners of this café.  The police were on hand to try and stop the situation escalating and getting out of hand. Ultimately, no one was hurt and only the window of the establishment was broken. Therefore, the police dealt with this angry situation against the Italians very well.  [90: Ibid Pg 31] 

On the 2nd July 1940 the ex-cruise liner Arondora Star was transformed and used by the British Government to deport enemy aliens to internment camps in Canada[footnoteRef:91]. Unfortunately, it was torpedoed by the Germans off the Irish coast and sank with a great loss of life. On board was 712 Italians, 438 Germans and 374 British seamen and soldiers[footnoteRef:92]. Over half of these men lost their lives. Fifty-three were Welsh Italians[footnoteRef:93]. Furthermore, at least eight of these Italians were from Monmouthshire[footnoteRef:94]. Additionally, many of those who were being transported were hopeful that the journey represented a fresh start and a new life. This was a shocking moment for Welsh Italians and even the Germans on-board the ship too and it catastrophically changed the Italian people for the rest of the war. Whilst many of those were in the internment camps had lost their livelihoods and businesses, there was some relief that they had not been travelling on the Arondora Star. In addition, they were in an area less likely to be bombed than those closer to larger cities. [91:  Roger Kershaw, Collar the lot! Britain’s policy of internment during the Second World War, National Archives, http://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/blog/collar-lot-britains-policy-internment-second-world-war/ accessed on [21.03.18)]  [92:  Ibid]  [93:  Kathryn Williams, Arandora Star loved ones remembered at service, Wales Online, https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/arandora-star-loved-ones-remembered-1906224 accessed on [ 12.02.18]]  [94:  Ibid] 

Finally, in 2010 a Memorial plague dedicated to all the Welsh Italians who lost their lives in the Second World War was placed in the Roman Catholic Metropolitan Cathedral of St David’s in Cardiff[footnoteRef:95]. There are similar plaques dedicated to those who lost their lives on the Arondora Star in other places in Britain, such as Liverpool and London. Despite the way the Italians were treated during the war, things returned to normal after the war had finished and this plaque was created in fond memory of many unfortunate Welsh Italians who lost their lives at sea. [95:  Kathryn Williams, Arandora Star loved ones remembered at service, Wales Online, https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/arandora-star-loved-ones-remembered-1906224 accessed on [ 12.02.18]] 

One of those who lost his life was Giovanni Tambini who had previously managed Maria’s Café in Commercial Street, Newport with his wife Luisa. They had come to Newport in the 1920’s and built a thriving café business, after starting out selling ice-cream from a hand/hard- cart. During the war however, he was arrested, interned and deported on the ship Arondora Star where he lost his life. His wife was left with four young children, a business to run and no idea of his fate.  Seventy-eight years on there is still discomfort and reluctance within the Italian community to remember events that occurred during the Second World War, but when the Arondora Star Memorial Fund in Wales was set up some Italians were willing to share their memories and have them recorded in a booklet. One of those Italians was Giovanni’s daughter Maria Jones talking about the night her father Giovanni was arrested in Newport.  The windows of the café had been smashed, outside all that could be heard was hundreds of people shouting. Angelo and Maria hid in the curtains and looked out, the café was on a junction of four roads, so it was a big area. Hundreds were shouting, ‘bring them out and we will kill them’. Most of the people she could hear were outside the café had been drinking and eating in there only a few hours beforehand. This must have been really intimidating for the family at the time, especially Maria who was only a child at the time and was hiding under her bed trying to drown the sounds of the riots and violence that occurred that night. This was especially disturbing as both children and adults had been part of the local community for so long. After the war the Italians returned to their families, shops and businesses and carried on with their lives. Giovanni Tambini did not return but his children grew up into loyal hard working British citizens. His son Luigi lived in Caldicot and was the manager of the local Leisure centre. His daughter Dorina’s husband Bob was the major of Newport in the 1990’s[footnoteRef:96]. [96:  Kathryn Williams, Arandora Star loved ones remembered at service, Wales Online, https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/arandora-star-loved-ones-remembered-1906224 accessed on [ 12.02.18]] 

What the World War did to Newport and many other places was extraordinary because it almost destroyed a very large, very exuberant Italian community and treated them with such low disrespect. However, once the war was over the majority of Welsh Italians that lived in Newport and the surrounding areas carried on living there, even after getting interned and treated really badly for the five years that Italy were a part of the war.
I talked to Brenda Laurie about her time in Newport in World War Two, which she spent the majority of the war apart from around six months in 1940.  Brenda says that she always looked forward to the Italian Ice Cream man coming around but one day he just stopped turning up[footnoteRef:97]. Clearly the Ice cream man in Newport got interned and many of the local children missed the joy of an ice-cream for the duration of the war. At the time however, the children did not realise what was happening to the Italian people. Much later, many people would learn about what exactly happened to all the Italians who lived in Britain, not just in Newport throughout the war and what tragedies they went through[footnoteRef:98]. [97:  Interview- Brenda Laurie--schoolchild- 9-15- 3rd February 2018]  [98:  Tom Conti, Tom Conti: My dad, sent to a prison camp for being Italian, BBC News, http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-22278664 accessed on [11.03.18]
] 

Mr Harris who I also talked to who was very talkative and he remembered lots of information regarding World War Two, on all topics including some information about the Welsh Italians living in Newport[footnoteRef:99]. His parents told him there was an internment camp for the Germans and the Italians at Wentwood Forest, they did warn him not to go there.  It would have been a difficult place to go and see, it would be hard to see how badly the Italians were treated in internment camps, knowing that most of the Italians have done nothing criminal; it would be very testing to understand and comprehend for young children during the war. As Mr Harris was only a child, it was hard for him to comprehend the war and why the Italians were put into such an awful situation. He only remembered a couple of Italian cafes that were in the area however he did not know of any Italians personally that lived near him or went to his school. [99: Interview- Mr Harris- 8- 14 during the war years-schoolchild- 3rd February 2018
] 

Overall, the Welsh Italians suffered terribly throughout the Second World War. There was a large Italian community in Newport at the time and some of them suffered tragic deaths. Those who did not die a horrible death lost their businesses, their houses, many of their precious items. Additionally, the local police did not protect the Italians who lived in the area. Looting from their businesses was largely unpunished. As a result of this negligence, many cafes and businesses were not able to continue after the war as their properties were damaged and their stock taken.  The brutality of what the people did to the cafes and businesses was obscene as many Italians had lived in Newport for many decades and even held a British Citizenship. The loss of the Arondora Star was a defining moment for the Welsh Italians during the war as many lives were lost, it was the worst day throughout the Second World War period for the Welsh Italians. Italians were such a big part of Newport throughout the Second World War,  that I had to dedicate a chapter to them in my extensive research.










[bookmark: _Toc513280231]Conclusion

This study has led me to investigate many of the events which happened in Newport during World War Two. To that end I have tried to find the answers to several questions, to discover what happened to local people in the Second World War, and in particular what happened to certain groups. The main themes that have been discussed throughout this research include ‘how much of a part the evacuees played, both coming in and out of Newport and the surrounding areas during the Second World War?’ ‘What roles did the women of Newport and the surrounding areas play in the war effort?’ What effect did the bombs have on the people of Newport and the environs during the Second World War? How did Newport and its environs treat the Italians during the Second World War? I feel these questions have been answered in a very constructive and thorough manner. 
The impact the Second World War had on Newport was examined through these four themes, as described above. These all combine to show the way Newport had to deal with the circumstances of the war. The bombing had a big impact on Newport during the Second World War, with over twenty bombs exploding in Newport and injuring over 40 to 50 people. This impact is very rarely talked about in any book or by any general historians; it is only talked about within the local books or by the local historians. It seems that even the local inhabitants have forgotten how the war and the bombing in particular impacted upon Newport. Evacuees had an impact on Newport during the Second World war because many new people came into Newport. Close to 10,000 people, both children and adults, as the Government thought there would not be much attention paid to Newport by the Germans, therefore it was a safe place to send them. They also had a big impact on the families who hosted them, as it was a new experience for them. The women of Newport also played a significant role, as did the entirety of the women in Britain during the world war. Some women had incredible journeys during the war, for example, Gladys Jeffreys who has been mentioned extensively in this research. They played a considerable part in Newport, dealing with their problems as quickly and as well as they did. When talking about the Second World War, studying the Italians is always interesting; to find out how the Welsh Italians or the British Italians were treated during the war, when their birth country was fighting against the country they had moved into and hoped to build a new life in. The internment camps for the Italians played a part in many peoples’ lives, especially those who came across these camps unexpectedly.
Overall, I feel like I have answered extensively the way the Second World War impacted upon the people of Newport and its environs by looking at the events through these four themes. In the future, further research could extend to investigating the way Newport dealt with other difficult periods of time or could even be expanded to other specific parts of South Wales.
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Appendix 1

a. 1940 – Direct hit at 110 Maesglas Avenue, approximately 2km from the site, during an Incendiary raid. 
b. 26th June 1940 – 6 high explosive bombs were dropped. St Julians Street and Dewstow Street were hit. In addition one HE bomb fell on the eastern dry docks and another unexploded HE bomb fell in mud on the west side of the River Usk. Hyder Consulting (UK) Limited M4 Corridor Around Newport Report: 5750TA 11 BACTEC International Limited 
c. 12th June 1940 – German bomber seen over Newport, Anti-aircraft artillery in action, bombs landed at the end of Corporation Road.
 d. 12th July 1940 – 5 HE bombs were dropped at 16:35 hours. They all fell in the vicinity of Nash Road, 1 landed in the River Usk. The probable target was the Lysaghts Works.
 e. 13th July 1940 – 7 HE bombs were dropped over Newport. 3 landed on wasteland at Mendalgief Road near Belle Vue Railway Crossing. 4 landed in the area of Alexandra Docks.
 f. 14th August 1940 – 7 HE bombs landed in the River near the Eastern Dry Docks and British Aluminium Co’s Works. 
g. 26th August 1940 – 4 HE bombs were dropped, 1 landed on Dewstow Street the remaining 3 near the Railway Bridge, Stephenson Road and Messrs. Lysaghts Works yard. 
h. 29th August 1940 – 5 HE bombs dropped, 1 landed in a builders yard on Raufort Place, 3 landed on Badminton Road and the final bomb hit the playing fields of St. Julian’s High School.
 i. 13th September 1940 – German bomber crashes at Stow Park Avenue, approximately 1km from the site, caused by barrage balloons.
 j. 14th September 1940 – At 00.23 hours, 5 HE bombs all landed around Alexandra Docks, near South Lock. 
k. 20th September 1940 – A Heinkel bomber, brought down by barrage balloon cables, crashes on a house at the top of Stow Hill approximately 1km from the site.
 l. October 1940 – German bomber drops a stick of bombs over Pillgwenlly causing damage in a straight line across 6 streets. The Alexandra Dock Hotel was also hit.
 m. 9th October 1940 – Incendiary bombs dropped over Firbank and Hove Avenues and around Alexandra Docks. On the same night 4 HE bombs were dropped landing on Dock Street, George Street, Baldwin Street, and on the Alexandra Docks.
 n. 26th February 1941 – 6 HE bombs dropped landing on Ombersley Road, Bassaleg Road, Fields Park Road, Fields Park Avenue, and in a field between Stelvio Road and Cae Brynton Road.
 o. 1st March 1941 – 5 HE bombs were dropped around Corporation Road.
 p. 31st May 1941 – Raid by solitary aircraft. Bombs land on Fields Park Road, Ridgeway Avenue, and Glasllwch Crescent all of which are within 3km of the site. 23 people killed, 24 injured and 560 houses suffered varying degrees of damage.
 q. 30th June 1941 – Suspected unexploded mine located in the mud near the docks.
 r. 1st July 1941 – Several parachute mines were dropped over Newport, one landed near Belle Vue Park near the bottom of Waterloo Road. Others landed on Eveswell Street, Beechwood Road, in a field off of Christchurch Road and in the river near the Transporter Bridge, which did not explode.
 s. 1st July 1941 – Parachute mines fall on Kensington Place, Beechwood Road, Archibald Street and Eveswell Street, killing 35 and injuring 46.
 t. 29th August 1941 – Bombs land on Beaufort Road, Beaufort Place and Badminton Road.
 u. 18th May 1943 – 2 HE bombs landed on Nash Road and did not explode.
 v. Hyder Consulting (UK) Limited M4 Corridor Around Newport Report: 5750TA 12 BACTEC International Limited A secondary source of bombing in Newport was also obtained1 . This was compiled by a local historian after research at local libraries. Note however this record only lists bombing incidents up to February 1941. Listed below are two incidents located close to the route, which are not recorded above; 
w. 13th July 1940 – At 00:15 hrs, six HE bombs within the grounds of Alexandra Dock.
 x. 16th September 1940 – At 21:45 hrs, 2 HE bombs fell at the North Dock Gates and the North Dock Hydraulic Shed.
[bookmark: _Hlk513553640]BACTEC, Explosive Ordance Threat Assessment in respect for the M4 corridor around Newport for Hyder Consulting (UK) Limited, BACTEC, http://bailey.persona-pi.com/Public-Inquiries/M4-Newport/C%20-%20Core%20Documents/12.%20Geology%20and%20Soils/12.3.2%20-%20Bactec%20Explosive%20Ordnance%20Threat%20Assessment%20in%20respect%20of%20M4.pdf  accessed on [12.02.18]
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Figure 1
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Source: Steffan Rhys, World War Two Bombings, Wales Online, https://www.walesonline.co.uk/incoming/gallery/7228185 Accessed on {10.02.18}
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Source: : Steffan Rhys,  World War Two Bombings, Wales Online, https://www.walesonline.co.uk/incoming/gallery/7228185 Accessed on {10.02.18}
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[bookmark: _Hlk513297808]Source: Alex Q.Arbucke, 1939-1944: Backyard bunkers of the Blitz, Mashable, https://mashable.com/2015/07/24/wwii-backyard-bunkers/#Ppkw7DM.SZqa accessed on {14.02.18}
Figure 5
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Figure 6
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Source: T.Underwood, Time to remember… time to forget: Newport at War (Great Britain: Terry Underwood, 1995) Pg 8 
Figure 7
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Source: T.Underwood, Time to remember… time to forget: Newport at War (Great Britain: Terry Underwood, 1995) Pg 8
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