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On March 29th, The UK leaves the European Union where the government are negotiating terms of the withdrawal setting out framework of future UK – EU relationship.  
[bookmark: _Toc531478492]Introduction to Travel
Mode of transport is a used to distinguish different means of conveyance. These modes fall into three categories: Land, Sea & Air. (Culpan, 1987) Believes modes of transport are “important ingredients of the international tourism systems”. It is evident that connections by land, sea and air is essential for operation of tourism, opening new linkages around the world.  
Today, modern means of transportation enables ease with movement of people and freight connecting people across the world. New modes of transport have emerged with development and new directions in tourism. Transport is a key link between existing tourist motivations and inaccessible areas of tourism. Changing trends in tourism, increased awareness and maturity of travellers have initiated a number of activities in tourist transport (Gierczak, 2011). 
Transportation is a fundamental driver of the industry, (Jamal & Robinson, 2011) calls it a requirement for travel as it facilitates mobility and movement of tourists. This interdependent relationship is co-dependent meaning it is unable to function without one another. The demand on infrastructure requires people transported in a fast, efficient manner, essential in such a fast growing industry. Air transport is the most common and effective form of international travel which has revolutionised the geographical aspect of distances (Rodrigue, 2017).
[bookmark: _Toc531260758][bookmark: _Toc531478493]Brexit 
The government introduced the European Union withdrawal bill to parliament to end the primacy of EU laws in the United Kingdom. The “no deal” outcome instantaneously impacts the movement of goods, people and services. A no-deal departure from the EU means leaving without formal arrangement for future relationships. This emits treatment as “third country” by the EU with commerce governed by world trade organisation rules. Britain is left with huge uncertainty with major concerns towards the tourism industry, the main source of income for the UK. The most significant outcome of Brexit will be felt in the UK aviation industry.
[bookmark: _Toc531478494]British Transportation 
[bookmark: _Toc531478495]Aviation industry
The Aviation industry consists of aviation organisations, air transportation and aircraft manufacturers. Aviation holds substantial worth to the world, representing $2.7 million in global economic impact according to (IATA, 2018). The UK holds the third largest aviation network in the world behind China and America (Alderslade, 2018).  The UK airline organisations involves Virgin Atlantic, British Airways, Easy Jet, Flybe and Jet2. The trade body for the UK states more than 470 new aircrafts into service since 2005 representing over $42 million in investment. Air transportation has played a dominant role in inter-regional movement of tourists to and from the UK with 260 million passengers travelling through UK airports each year (ABTA, 2018). The EU’s aviation industry is one of the most liberalised in the world. 
[bookmark: _Toc531478496]No – deal Brexit
The open skies agreement is an external aviation policy allowing international air services flying transatlantic routes between Europe and the USA. The UK discuss alongside the EU whether to continue with the open skies agreement or implement a new agreement to replace. Under a no deal Brexit, UK airlines would cease to be considered EU airlines, resulting in Flights grounded as a precaution and the loss of flying rights necessary to operate across Europe. A new open skies agreement deal gives continuity for UK and US airline carriers when leaving the EU treaty.  This agreement is to safeguard flights after Brexit, crucial to tourism and the British economy. To prepare for Brexit, airlines such as Easy Jet have obtained EU operating licenses in UK areas as part of a contingency plan. CEO Willie Walsh admits this movement “facilitates strong competition and is clearly pro – consumer” (GOV.UK, 2018)
The Civil Aviation Authority has plans for a “barebones” agreement deal which is basic understanding on a multilateral basis between the EU and UK. The agreement would be in the interest of both to cover safety issues to benefit passengers and aviation businesses and continue flights after Brexit. This plan outlines leaving the single market and customs union and allowing ongoing cooperation in areas which don’t require EU membership. Allowing movement in EU countries is expected to be reciprocated in return. 
The European aviation of safety agency provides certificates for aircraft safety standards that are recognised across the world. UK aircrafts must comply with the safety rules of the EU. The downfall from this is losing EU membership and influence over the legal frameworks. EASA will be recognised up to 2 years after exit date in the 27 EU states. Prime minister announced, “The parties should make further arrangements to enable cooperation with a view to high standards of aviation safety and security” (Briggs, 2018). 
The UK is a global leader in aviation security providing extra security procedures opposed to the EU standards. Most passengers won’t experience any changes as a result of Brexit, however rescreening for UK passengers transferring through EU hub airports when changing flights is required. For thus, multiplied time for rescreening would need to be considered into travel schedule. EU airports are faced with operational and cost implications for not recognising UK aviation security systems. HMRC estimated 255 million custom declarations a year post Brexit compared to the 55 million made in 2015 (Rutter, 2018). Airports do not have the resources to keep on top of this demand which will result in delays. 
The devaluation and uncertainty of the pound is fluctuating the cost of fuel within the UK. The weakness of this currency alongside the rising cost of fuel prices will force airlines to up the price of their flights to compensate company outlays. Ticket prices rise when airlines reduce capacity on board to maintain the low fuel cost. Airlines will pass this cost onto the customer through increased prices for flights and additional services onboard, however these extra expenses will dishearten travellers, who’s budget may be strained which end up with fewer travellers taking holidays. Increased fair prices could also jeopardise new routes resulting in a knock-on effect across the country. Those flying less competitive routes will be expected to pay more on their ticket. The price of oil accounts for 24% of total operational expenditure as written by (IATA, 2015)
Complex rules come into play about passport validity post – Brexit. Currently, travel in another EU countries is permitted until the date shown on passport but new rules state 6 months validity from the date of travel is required to be allowed to fly. This can damage short notice trips and spontaneity of travel that plays a massive part to tourism in the UK. Budget airlines have allowed impulsive motives to travel last minute on package holiday deals. The UK is a huge target market for this type of travel that will mark budget airlines such as Ryan Air massively. Those travelling at Easter may be caught out if the passport criteria of Schengen areas are not for filed. 
The IATA report extracted from the Guardian newspaper (Jolly, 2018) shows dramatic travel impacts for tourists, businesses and cargo. The Spanish tourism director admits Spain, including the Balearic Islands would severely be affected due to huge reliance on UK tourists as main market, which received 18.7 million British visitors in 2017 (Pinanes, 2018). The current number of flights between the UK and Spain is 5,052 per week which is expected to collapse by 95% when no deal. These are at risk due to the both markets taking large volume of tourism traffic.
Consumer rights post Brexit will see customers lose various protections held under EU laws. The current laws entitle EU citizens to claim compensation in given circumstances, but these rights no longer apply from withdrawal of the EU. This would alter passengers right to compensation in connection with delayed and cancelled flights and rights of disabled passengers with reduced mobility. Thomas Cook state the ruling out of paying compensation, damage, expenses, costs and losses of any kind. Other airlines have amended company terms and conditions to cover this situation. Passenger pay outs on hotels, food and other means of transport has been axed causing major inconvenience (Duggan, 2018). 

[bookmark: _Toc531478497]Channel Tunnel 
The Eurotunnel is a 'rolling motorway' of goods and people between the UK and Europe. A total of 20 million passengers take the 35-minute trip across the channel each year. (Eurotunnel, 2018) revealed 25% of UK trade with continental Europe passes through this tunnel. A high figure show that 400 trains pass through the channel tunnel daily, where half of these carry freight alone (Smith, 2015). The current management of the UK borders is heavily influenced by EU membership. Trade after a no deal will be governed by World Tourism Organisation rules. Since the EU referendum two years ago, the channel tunnel authorities have prepared for the Brexit outcome through investment and mobilizing; Installation of new technologies to help traffic flow, scanners on vans and trains to reduce custom check times and development of infrastructure have been implemented in order to deliver best service to customers. 

[bookmark: _Toc531478498]No – deal Brexit 
	The port of Dover processes 12 million passengers and 2.3 million tourist vehicles each year (Butcher, 2018). The shortest sea crossing allows quick connectivity to mainland Europe and those to the British Isles. The suggestion of pre-notifying larger vehicles in advance to reduce waiting time when inspected at borders has been introduced. To manage and mitigate the risk of channel tunnel traffic flow, the port of dover could divert the traffic through other UK ports like Portsmouth to relieve pressure off demanding areas. The need for custom checks on freight activity at ports cause congestion at UK and European ports. East coast ports can accommodate extra spaces for vehicles to endure custom checks. 
A no deal scenario means custom checks would increase dramatically between the UK and EU due to classification as a third country with no arrangements set to ease flow of traffic and goods.  Britain would revert to third country status where detailed checks for those who import and export goods across the borders as well as trades would have to declare goods and pay additional charges. If Brexit create regulatory tariff barriers between UK and EU, travel chaos on the border is to be expected. Great concern has been raised whether ports can cope with greater volume of traffic. Border planning group reviewed all borders and concluded extra controls and checks would be difficult to accommodate without affecting the flow of traffic and people. These “roll on – roll off” ports such as dover would experience great delays of up to 17 miles of tailback traffic for a 2-minute wait per car (BBC, 2018). The channel tunnel is a vital supply line so increased waiting time could lead to damage of perishable goods that all industries are so dependent on. 
Christopher Snelling of the Freight transport Association says, “Disruption in Europe trying to get to Britain is just as much of a problem as disruption here”. The massive queues at Calais of goods relied on here could end in disaster. (Islam, 2018). The British Hospitality Association is the 4th largest employer in Britain accounting for 3.2 million direct and 2.8 million indirect jobs (BHA, 2015). UK hospitality Chief Kate Nicholls states a no deal Brexit would cause “serious problems for many UK businesses, not least of all the hospitality sector” (Mayling, 2018). There is huge reliance on EU imports of food and beverages which is pivotal for the hospitality industry. A no deal will result in high bureaucracy and trade taxation which can create hurdles for small size suppliers and higher prices for the hospitality industry who massively dependent on food and drink exports not to mention delays on UK border for shipment of goods resulting in loss of business, potentially putting millions of jobs at risk.


[bookmark: _Toc531478499]Recommendations 

Tourism is one of the UK economies most successful industries and will endure growth post Brexit given the correct policy structure.
[bookmark: _Toc531478500]Air recommendation 
1. The withdrawal from the EU presents ability to enhance regional services by abolishing air passenger duty tax on domestic travel and eradicating double taxation on routes where APD is levied both sides of the journey.
2. Enabling more passengers to travel to an airport attracts higher number of airlines which result in boost of tourism growth by offering additional destinations and greater frequencies. 
3. Funding for visit Britain to be enhanced to increase opportunities for both strategic and tactical marketing of the UK as a tourism destination. With leaving the EU enhanced need to ensure that overseas visitors recognise that UK welcome overseas visitors and trade. 
4. The regional air connectivity fund is a project created by UK authorities to expand smaller regional airports benefiting local areas from new routes added. By leaving the EU, opportunity is given to use the fund in a more strategic way to develop new international routes into regional airports. Ensuring growth in smaller airports not only boosts local and national economies, strain is removed from larger airports particularly international hubs such as Heathrow whom would experience amplified delays and checks with no deal Brexit in place. 




[bookmark: _Toc531478501]Channel tunnel recommendations

5. A weak value of the Stirling pound will help boost export competitiveness and overseas earnings. When exports become cheaper, Britain is deemed as a more attractive destination for foreign investment, even greater for business endurance. 
6. The UK government advice that traders undertake new border processes which challenge freight lorries travelling through roll on - roll off ferry port gateways. Notifying customs in advance for large loads will take the strain off busy ports when undergoing custom checks. 
.
[bookmark: _Toc531478502]Conclusion 
From the report, it is evident the outcome of Brexit has hit the sector hard. The government has shined focus upon air transportation rights to fly, continuation of EASA and delays at dover ports. There appears to be willingness to negotiate long term arrangements covering technical and economical regulations regarding the UK airline industry, exercising traffic rights under bilateral air transport agreement. Intentions have arisen for Britain to remain part of EASA, but the CAA would no longer be part of the EASA agency losing ability to operate in intra EU air services. From here, the creation of new departments to operate new licensing regime for pillows and engineers. The current open skies agreement covers The European common aviation area. There is option to join other ECAA countries like Iceland and Norway as members but departure from ECAA would give opportunity for the UK to adapt air policies to suit needs of the country without considering the EU. 
Britain must overcome the countries weaknesses by using them to best advantage. Despite losing links across the European union gives great opportunity to open new links to expand across the world. The most successful outcome of this will be the investment of new routes in regional airports that can increased domestic tourism as well as international tourists. Further introduction of new technologies will help assist border in ensuring the flow of passengers through port terminals
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