Paula Smith 1903588         Archive Project HPEN5040.        Due date 22/10.2023
                 
                               Book Biography Library Project.               

                                             CONYBEARE AGAINST TINDAL

[image: ]   A | DEFENCE|OF| Reveal’d Religion| AGAINST|The EXCEPTIONS of a late Writer, |in his Book, Intitled,| Cri∫tianity as Old as the Creation, &c. | [rule ] | By JOHN CONYBEARE,D.D. | Rector of Exeter-College in OXFORD. |[rule ] |Nunc parvules nobis dedit igniculos, quos celeriter malis morbius| opinionibu∫que depravati ∫ic re∫tinguimus, ut nu∫quam nature | lumen appareat : Sunt enim ingeniis no∫tris ∫emina innata vir- | tutum ; que ∫i adole∫cere liceret, ip∫a nos ad beatam vitam | natura perduceret. Nunc autem, ∫imul atque editi in lucem | & ∫u∫cepti ∫umus, in omni continuờ pravitate, & in ∫ummậ|                              opinionum perver∫itate ver∫amur : ut pene cum lacte nutricis | errorem ∫uxi∫∫e videamur. | Cicer. Di∫p. Tu∫cul. Ed. Dav. Cant 1723. P. 166. |[rule ] | The SECOND EDITION|[rule ] | LONDON: | Printed for S,WILMOT, Book∫eller in Oxford: | And Sold by JAMES and JOHN KNAPTON, R. KNAPLOCK, | W. INNYS, T. ASTLEY, J. CROWFIELD, in St. Paul’s Church- | yard: J. BATTLEY, C.HITCH, in Pater-no∫ter Row : S. BIRT | in Ave Marie Lane ; R. WILLIAMSON,  and T.OSBORN, near | Grays-Inn, Book∫ellers in London. M.DCC.XXXII.

  This essay is a biography of Conybeare Against Tindal, printed in the 18th Century. The shelf mark is PHI 04163, which records that Thomas Phillips donated this book to the library, in 1846. 
[image: ]Within two pages of plain stronger linen paper, lies the printed book. The Dedication to Edmund, Lord Bishop of London indicates a date of 1732. 
The pages are bound into quires of eight folios- an octavo[footnoteRef:1] .This is apparent by the signature on the first four recto pages being numbered 1-4, followed by four unmarked pages, which guides the binder in the folding of the sheets from the printer. Each page has a catchword that corresponds with the first word on the next page. This book has pagination on both recto and verso sides that runs without mistake to page 467. The Statement of Signing for the book is   *3 B-Z8 Aa-Gg8 Hh4 . [1:  Christopher de Hamel, Scribes and Illuminators (London: British Museum Press, 1992, pp. 19-20).] 

The first page records it being printed for S. Wilmot, bookseller in Oxford, and also to be sold by other booksellers. The last five pages are advertisements for other books provided by the same bookseller. 
There are three illustrations, with head and tail pieces on the first and last pages. Being set in the text suggests a woodcut set into the form with furniture keeping it in place, enabling many copies to be printed at a time.
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The book measures 200mm by 125mm by 40mm, with five stitch strengtheners visible along the spine, and end stitching. The book edges have red flecking which has spilled onto some page faces, suggesting a powder dye was sprinkled along the closed book.
The binding is calf skin, judging by the fine texture and colour. It has a tooled decoration, Along the lines of the ‘Cambridge panel’ style, dating the binding between 1690 and 1740. This fits with the date of publishing, so may be the original binding.
The style being relatively plain with no identifying marks, and the book having been printed for a bookseller, this could well be a Trade binding.
The design itself is made by the rolling of a double fillet and a roll to make rectangular panels, without a centrepiece. The corners of the main panel and the binding are stamped with fleuron designs. The spine is also embossed with gold leaf, with the title clearly stamped. The central panel and spine have a darker dye.
The cover is made of millboard which can be seen due to the damage on the corner of the spine. The pastedowns and flyleaves are of plain strong paper, probably linen. The pages of the printed book are softer and thinner, but are likely to be of linen also. Considering the 291 years since being printed in 1732, the book is in good condition, the binding having protected the printed pages. Apart from two signatures and some pencil marks obscured by the book plate, there are no annotations.
Provenance 
There are two signatures, the clearest one being of-    
 Thos. Milway   December 18 1734.  In pencil- 3/6.
             [image: A close up of a piece of paper

Description automatically generated]

The earliest Thomas Milway I discovered was ordained after studying at Oxford in 1673[footnoteRef:2], and went on to take over a Dissenting Church in Kettering,  after the death of the founding minister in 1694. He died in 1697 [footnoteRef:3].  [2:  Burden, M. 2012. ACADEMICAL LEARNING IN THE DISSENTERS’ PRIVATE ACADEMIES, 1660-1720. Queen Mary Universir]  [3:  Coleman, T. The Project Gutenberg EBook of Memorials of the Independent Churches inNorthamptonshire. 2011. P.85.] 
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                            Fig 1. The Clergy Database- Milway
His son, Thomas Milway, continued as Pastor to this church in 1714, and then moved to serve in the Congregational Church at Ipswich in 1721[footnoteRef:4]. His Will just before his death in 1724 [footnoteRef:5] mentions his son Thomas- [4:  Et.al.]  [5:  Ancestry Library. England & Wales, Prerogative Court of Canterbury Wills, 1384-1858 for Thoma Milway. 2023.] 
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                    Fig 2. Ancestry. Thomas Milway. Died 1724.

It is this Thomas Milway who may have owned this book. Being engaged with the religious debate at that time, his Anti-Trinitarianist position [footnoteRef:6] followed in the family tradition of dissenting. His memorial in the porch of the Church in Haverhill names him a Dissenting Minister [footnoteRef:7]. He reached the age of 75 in 1787, so was born in 1712, making him 22 when he wrote his name in this book. The book is relevant to Milway’s life in that it tackles the Deistic controversy of that time,  this book making Conybeare  “famous and established for him the reputation of being one of the severest critics of the Deistical writers”[footnoteRef:8].  [6:  Kadane, M.  Anti-Trinitarianism and the Republican Tradition in Enlightenment Britain. Republics of Letters. Volume 2. Iss 1. 2010.]  [7:  Ancestry Library.  the UK and Ireland, Find a Grave® Index, 1300s-Current. Rev Thomas Milway. 2023.]  [8:  Johnston, R.S. John Conybeare and his Defence of reveal'd religion. 1958.
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                        Fig 3. Find a grave. Thomas Milway. Died 1787.

 The other signature has initials that are not legible, and therefore it is not possible to investigate this owner. Although ..ayward can be read, without initials, which could be M, H, O, I have not been able to get anywhere useful. This has been frustrating, but people signed their books for themselves, not for researchers nearly 300 years later!
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 In conclusion, this a book in good condition considering it was aquired by the Library 114 years after it was printed, and possibly was part of the development of the stance taken by a Dissenting Minister- third generation- involved with the religious chalenges of the time.

Word count 1102.
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