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The UK judiciary is being recognised as one of the revolutionary legal systems due to its progressive judicial pronouncements. The Magistrate Courts were established in the year 1285 dealing with both types of cases i.e., civil and criminal cases (Judiciary. uk, 2023). There are numerous kinds of reforms which have been taken by the legal bodies at the national level. The research project is based on the contemporary scenario of the Magistrates in the British judiciary. It entails the various kinds of legal techniques which can be utilised for legal reasoning. Lastly, it conveys the advantages as well as disadvantages of the magistrates in the delivery of justice. 
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The legal history of the UK Judiciary can be recognised from the fact numerous developmental stages like the formulation of the Magna Cart in the 12th century, the King's Charter in the 16th century etc. These all lay down the foundation of the legal administration in England and Wales. The independence of the Judiciary, rule of law are being recognised as the foremost constitutional values on which the entire judcial system. The Magistracy was first introduced in the year 1285 when they were responsible for hearing civil cases like property disputes, matters interlinked with the torts, family disputes etc (Courts and Tribunals Judiciary, 2023). The Mgaistratets played a pivotal role in the judicial administration of the UK. Their significant subscription to the national as well as the regional process can be understood through the following heads-   
[bookmark: _Toc154494621]What is Magistrate?
The Magistrates are the members of the regional locality who are being treated for the performance of a wide variety of judicial functions (Courts and Tribunals Judiciary, 2023). They are the judicial officers who are responsible for the maintenance of law and order and social control in the community by hearing civil as well as criminal cases. 
[bookmark: _Toc154494622]Magistrates in the United Kingdom
The Magistrates in the United Kingdom regard those judicial officers who are being engaged in judicial activities like the granting of bail, the pronouncement of sentences to the culprits etc (Courts and Tribunals Judiciary, 2023).  It can be recognised for the implementation which has been made at the national level in the UK Magistrates' Leadership Executive's draft strategy for 2022–2025 which specifically entails the significance of the magistracy in controlling the crime rate of the nation. 
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The responsibilities which are being fulfilled by the Magistrates in the Magistracy Courts of the UK are as follows-
Hearting of the Cases- The hearing of the cases represents the conduction of the trials in a free and impartial manner. This is considered the foremost responsibility of the Magistrates in the UK. These hearings of the cases can be intertwined with major issues like the arrests of absconds, cases related to family disputes etc (Courts and Tribunals Judiciary, 2023).
Maintenance of the legal decorum- The magistrates are further responsible for the maintenance of the legal code of conduct throughout the courtroom. It can be recognised as a pre-requisite for the conduction of judicial proceedings in a transparent manner. Both the parties i.e., the plaintiffs as well as defendants must have the free and fair opportunity to legally represent themselves in front of the jury.
Sentencing- The sentencing can be recognised as another but most integral responsibility which is being fulfilled by the magistrates. The Magistrates pronounce civil as well as criminal sentences in the open courtrooms through which the legal presentations are being executed in a transparent manner (UK Parliament, 2019). Civil sentencing as well as criminal sentencing have become possible through only the constitutional practices of the Magistrates in a wise manner.  
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Legal reasoning can be recognised as one of the most significant branches of the legal study. It further leads to the enhancement of the cognitive capabilities of the reasoning through their study. Legal reasoning is done through the study of the thesis or the judgements of the cases which are being pronounced by the designated judicial officers (McLeod, 2020). It is being further utilised by judicial officers like magistrates, legal practitioners etc in legal proceedings. This legal reasoning can be done through a wide variety of legal techniques. Some of them are as follows-
Rule-Based Reasoning- Rule-based reasoning represents the implementation of certain rules as well as regulations on a specific topic. The foremost advantage of the utilisation of the rule-based technique in legal reasoning is that it leads to transparency in the decision-making process of an individual (Liu et al., 2021). It further involves the finding as well as evaluating the various facts of the cases to reach a transparent conclusion. 
Inductive Reasoning- Inductive reasoning represents the technique of legal reasoning where generalisation as well as observation are being prioritised by the learners. It involves reaching on a conclusion through a detailed analysis of the judicial judgements on a prevailing rule. This technique of legal reasoning is primarily utilised by legal practitioners in their arguments. The main sources of law are the international law, parliamentary enactments etc.  
Deductive reasoning- Deductive reasoning regards the reasoning technique where the general rules are being specifically implemented in one or more cases. These general rules are being framed by the respective legislative bodies by entertaining their constitutional powers. For instance, the reasoning from the statutes is a contemporary example of deductive reasoning as they are being made by the respective law-making bodies (McLeod, 2020). The interpretation of the statutes is a legal reasoning approach which is being implemented on the statutes which are in prevalence. The statutes are interpreted on an individual basis.  
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The Magistracy in the UK harasses a prolonged history of royal pronouncements as well as the developmental stages. It has become an integral part of the judicial process of the UK.  These all have significantly contributed to the enhancement of the quality of the justice which is being delivered by the Magistrates in the Cioutts. In other words, they are in charge of upholding the law through the wide variety of constitutional practices which are being executed by them during their judicial tenure. The powers of the magistrates are limited only up to their jurisdiction. The Magistrate Courts will be presided over by usually three or four magistrates in the initial times (Riddle and Zara, 2019). They are further empowered to sentence an individual after the completion of three trial proceedings.  
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The characteristics of the UK Magistrates are as follows-
Open Justice— Open justice refers to the legal doctrine which entails the conduction of judicial proceedings publically (UK Parliament, 2022). Transparency as well as equivalency is being recognised as the ground value of open justice. In The R (Guardian News & Media) v City of Westminster Magistrates Court [2013] QB 618 it was ruled that the judgements which are being delivered by the judicial officers into the Ciourtrooms must be available for the general public by publishing officially. It must be done by the doctrine of open justice. The Magistrates who are entertaining their constitutional powers are vested with this responsibility.       
Judicial Reasoning- Judicial reasoning represents the process through which judicial officers like the magistrates conclude in the context of a particular case. In the SC v UK [1916] 40 EHRR 10, it was stated that the parties who are involved in the trial of a particular case whether criminal or civil must adhere to the fundamental norms of the Courtroom (Welsh, 2022).
Closure Orders- The closure orders represenmsst to the appel which have been made in the magistrate’s Cpoyrt for the canceellation of the Closure noticde which are being issued by the police authorities of the nation. In the R (Qin) v Metropiolitian Police Commissioner [2017] EWHC, the judicial review was being performed in context to the closure notivce and the compensation was being provided to the parties (Riddle and Zara, 2019).
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The advantages and disadvantages of the Magistrates in exceeding the justice are as follows-
Advantages
Ensure the Delivery of Justice- The Magistrates ensure the delivery of justice to the people irrespective of their demographical as well as ethical backgrounds. They are being recognised as the key to delivering justice to the people. For instance, women's participation in the Magistracy has slightly increased by 1% in England and Wales (Judiciary of England and Wales, 2022).  
Better reach towards the community- The Magistrates have a better reach in society as they are the judicial officers who are being selected from the local community for the performance of specific judicial tasks. For instance, the Mgsitrates in Community programme signifies the innovative approach of the Magistrates in the regional communities where sessions of lectures are being delivered in the various educational institutions (Magistrates Association, 2022).
Disadvantages
Case Hardened- The prior disadvantage of the Magistrates is that the case hardened due to the low morale among these judicial officers. These can be recognised from the fact that in 2016, the emphasis was placed on the low-level morale of the Magistrates due to the unsatisfactory working conditions etc (UK Parliament, 2019).
Operational Complexity- Operational complexity has emerged as the contemporary hindrance to the path of delivering justice. The deliverance of justice to the people is considered the foremost prerequisite for the open trial system.
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The following are some recommendatory measures which must be adhered to in the magistracy system of the UK-
Equity and Diversity- Equity and diversity are being recognised as the contemporary urge for the enhancement,nt of the Magistracy system in the UK.
Broadcasting of the trials– The broadcasting of the trial proceedings leads to the rise of fairness as well as transparency in the judicial process of delivering justice (UK Parliament, 2019).
Judicial Review and Courts Act 2022- The Judicial Review and the Courts Act 2022 represent the numerous provisions which must be simple, and minted to attain the ultimate objective of open justice (UK Parliament, 2019).
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Lastly, it can be said that the legal system of England and Wales is responsible for maintaining law and order in society. The reformism of the UK Judiciary can be widely recognised through the historical development of British legal history due to the subscriptions made by the law commissions as well as by other legal authorities of the country. Reformative measures like open justice and a single procedure must be implemented by the judicial authorities of the UK to impetus the efficiency of the contemporary magistracy mechanism.   
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