                                        Part 3: Childe’s Characteristics of Complex Societies
                                                                       Comparison

This essay will discuss Childe’s characteristics of complex societies and criteria, to determine if these criteria can be applied to the civilization of Babylon. These criteria were included in Bruce Graham Trigger’s early Civilization’s book on page 43. The page depicts that Trigger (1995, p43) perceptions on how ancient civilizations were analysed by scholars in the past. He mainly discusses evolutionists, neo-evolutionists, societies, civilizations and development. The structure of the passage is composed of three paragraphs, two very long and the last paragraph is quite short. It also mentions a few times “19th Century” and “1950’s” terms, which suggests that old fashioned and antiquated views are being included (Trigger, 1995, p. 43). Furthermore, this passage suggests it is easy to define aspects of societies. Childe’s criteria is discussed in paragraph two, indicates that there are ten pieces of criteria and these can determine aspects of civilizations (Trigger, 1995, p.43). In addition, the passage also conveys that all societies worked together to develop a cohesive lifestyle (Trigger, 1995, p.43). These characteristics that Childe has created appears to be his thesis on civilizations, although is it applicable to all societies? Moreover, the themes about this passage are about society, civilization and the development of that society. Also, includes one theory of how they have developed which is Childe’s criteria.
Childe’s characteristics include, 1: large urban centres; 2: craft workers, officials, priests and merchants who are supported by the produce obtained from farming; 3: primary producers giving their wares to the local deity or king ; 4: presence of monumental architecture; 5: a ruling class that does not have to work; 6: a medium for recording any information; 7: technological development and advances; 8: monumental art; 9: evidence of trade; 10: religious officials who control specialist craftsmen, administration and organisation being prominent and inclusion of temples and funerary cult so presence of religion (Trigger, 1995, p.43). 
Quite a few of these criteria can apply to Babylon however only the four most prominent categories will be discussed in detail. Which are urban centres, trade, society and documentation.
Babylon had an urban centre, where it symbolized grand urbanization throughout various points in Mesopotamian history, Babylon went through periods of great urban expansion (Richardson, 2007, p.16). Where Babylon had markets, urban planning and housing from quite an early stage in its timeline (Baker, 2007, p.73). Urbanization seems to be more prominent during c.700BC where economic trends were more eminent which was especially seen in northern Babylonia (Jursa, 2007, p.224). Where the presence of urban work forces and market places began to appear more strongly (Jursa, 2007, p.233). While there was market places the specific land ownership is debated and seemed to rely more on prices and conditions of the area unlike modern markets are based on specific mechanisms (Seri, 2007, p.45). 
The presence of trade was prominent in Babylon, their trade relations were quite extensive and far. For instance, a more famous example of Babylonian trade relations was between Babylon and Egypt during the Amarna Age, so around 1549/1550-1292 BC (Oats, 1979, p. 90). The papyrus inscription EA714 depicts a letter between Burnaburiash and Akhenaten detailing the trade transactions they made which included horses, lapis lazuli and chariots, Burnaburiash gave these items to Akhenaten and Akhenaten gave gold, ivory, silver, bronze, precious woods, oils and garments to Burnaburiash (Oats, 1979, p.90). It was during 1235-1228 BC, were the Assyrian’s ruled Babylon, they created trade routes between areas that generated profit for the Assyrian rulers and thus indicating the first profitable trade route in Babylonian history (Oats, 1979, p. 95).
The societal structure of Babylon was very class based, at the top was the royal families, then 
Awill which was the Upper Class and freedmen, then Mushkenu which was the lower class and the Wardu which was the slaves (Kriwaczek, 2010, p.181). Hammurabi the king managed to unify Mesopotamia as one country and he called this Babylonia (History, 2019). Hammurabi created law codes which is an important political and legal document and Hammurabi turned Babylonia into a prominent military power (History, 2019). Where Hammurabi conquered neighbouring countries and cities and added them to Babylonia (History, 2019). They also celebrated New Year’s Day during the Spring Equinox and was the start of the agricultural season (History, 2019).
Documentation and writing was an important skill to the Babylonians they often wrote various things and the writing system started quite early in their development, the writing system is cuneiform (Groneberg, 2007, 327). Also, the writing had religious origins and Babylon, they explained the presence of writing, like most ancient societies, through religious or mythological narrative (Groneberg, 2007, p.327). Nabu was the Babylonian god of writing and wisdom from the first millennium BC who was the patron god of Bersippa (AMGG Project, 2011). The texts were written by scribes and most of the texts are well written (Taylor, 2007, p.433). Hammurabi’s Law Codes was well written and depicts written forms of encouraging peace and prosperity so acts of kindness in written form (Mark, Ancient History, 2011).
In conclusion, Childe’s characteristic criteria does apply very well to Babylon, it fits very well and covers almost all of Childe’s criteria. So, in terms of Babylon Childe’s criteria is very useful, informative and compelling. It greatly demonstrates the origins of a civilization like Babylon very clearly and cohesively. It does break down complex societies into easier categories to comprehend and apply to reconstructing the past. 
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