
Sources for 
Religion



A basic pattern 
for research

1. Brill’s New Pauly – the primary academic encyclopedia
for the Greco-Roman worlds

2. Check out the breadth of modern scholarship: use the 
L’annee philologique. This is the main bibliographical 
database for classics

3. Check out ancient literary evidence:
1. Use the Loeb Classical Library for those without 

Greek or Latin
2. Use the TLG if you have Greek, and the TLL if you 

have Latin.

4. Check out the archaeological evidence – you should 
have found those through the L’Annee Philologique

5. Check out the epigraphic evidence:
1. PHI for Greek inscriptions
2. CIL for Latin inscriptions
3. L’Annee Epigraphique for new Latin inscriptions 

and discussion in scholarship
4. SEG for new Greek inscriptions  and discussion in 

scholarship

6. Check out the iconography: Digital LIMC (Digital LIMC 
(weblimc.org)) and normal LIMC (only in hard copy) + 
L’Annee Philologique

https://weblimc.org/page/search


Practical issue: 
How to access 
databases

https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/


The BNP



The power of literature

• “The boys in Sparta were lashed with whips during the entire day at the altar of 
Artemis Orthia, frequently to the point of death, and they bravely endured this, cheerful 
and proud, vying with one another for the supremacy as to which one of them…” Plut. Mor. 
239c

• “The place named Limnaeum (Marshy) is sacred to Artemis Orthia (Upright). The wooden 
image there they say is that which once Orestes and Iphigenia stole out of the Tauric land, 
and the Lacedaemonians say that it was brought to their land because there also Orestes 
was king. I think their story more probable than that of the Athenians. For what could have 
induced Iphigenia to leave the image behind at Brauron?” Paus. 3.16.7



All those authors you 
may never have read

• Online TLG contains more than 110 million words 
from over 10,000 works associated with 4,000 
authors 



Archaeological Evidence and Artemis Orthia



The power of Epigraphy

• ‘Kleandros, also called Menis, son of 
Kallistratos, [who was] boāgos
• while Gorgippos, son of Gorgippos, was 
patronomos, having won the
• mōa, dedicated [this] to Artemis Orthia’.



The power of 
epigraphy



Iconography
Figurine, terracotta, 
Artemis?
Sanctuary of Artemis
Orthia, Sparta

Ivory seal
Gorgon
Sanctuary of 
Artemis 
Orthia
Sparta
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