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                                                Cumann na mBan logo[footnoteRef:27617] [27617:  RTE, Documenting History, Cumann na mBan Logo Certificate Máire Nic Shiubhlaigh   < https://www.rte.ie/news/galleries/2014/0328/605102-documenting-history-cumann-na-mban/ >] 


The aim of this piece is to evaluate primary source material authored by Molly Reynolds who took a proactive stance during the 1916 Easter Rising in Dublin. 
Cumann na mBan (Irish Womens Council)[footnoteRef:4648] member Molly Reynolds 1926 article in the republican newspaper An t-Óglách[footnoteRef:21394] and her witness statement to the Bureau of Military History[footnoteRef:4057] in 1949 will be examined to determine a greater understanding of the contextual significance of this period of Irish history in primary source material. Regrettably, two pages are omitted from Reynolds witness statement which relate to the period she was inside the G.P.O, further research has not proved fruitful in ascertaining why this crucial evidence is missing from the document. Therefore, it is possible to suggest her evidence was either retracted or censored. However, this limitation only partially obstructs comparative analysis with Reynolds earlier An t-Óglách article. It could be suggested that because Reynolds witness statement was given 30 years after the Easter Rising, time, memory, and subsequent events may have tainted the evidence of her recall. Conversely, it could be argued recall does not require any period of time to be tainted. Regardless, these primary sources are an invaluable historical insight.  [4648:  RTE, ‘Portraits And Pamphlets: Cumann na mBan Gallery,’ < https://www.rte.ie/history/the-ban/2020/0401/1127789-cumann-na-mban-a-photo-essay/ >]  [21394:  Molly Reynolds, An t-Óglách Cumann na mBan In The G.P.O, Heroic Work Of The Girls During The Fighting Of Easter Week, 1916. < https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BxBQjDTFgId4aDctTkNoZGg3Vk0/edit?resourcekey=0-mPV8CBwZ7mh40cuOt5Xdtg >]  [4057:   Bureau Of Military History, Molly Reynolds Witness Statement, W.S 195, (1949)                                                      < https://www.militaryarchives.ie/collections/online-collections/bureau-of-military-history-1913-1921/reels/bmh/BMH.WS0195.pdf >] 

Other primary sources examined include media reporting of the Easter Rising in Ireland, Britain and internationally, entering the territory of propaganda, counter propaganda, biased journalism, and suppression of facts. A necessary exercise to allow for comparative and contrasting evaluation. An t-Óglách documents relating to the rising are from various online sources including, Óglaigh na Éireann, Irish Defence Forces military archives[footnoteRef:21533] and the Bureau of Irish Military History which holds the files of veterans from 1913-1921,[footnoteRef:22437] and offer an illuminating insight on many of the participants in the independence struggle, and in particularly on the very active military role played by Cumann na mBan members.  [21533:  Óglaigh na Éireann, < https://www.militaryarchives.ie/collections/online-collections >]  [22437: 1   Bureau Of Irish Military History 1913-1921 < https://www.militaryarchives.ie/collections/online-collections/bureau-of-military-history-1913-1921 >] 

An t-Óglách was a republican newspaper often described as a successor to the Irish Volunteer publication which had ceased publishing on the eve of the 1916 Rising.          An t-Óglách’s first issue was published on 31 August 1918, carrying the tagline ‘The Official Organ of the Irish Volunteer'.[footnoteRef:2617] An t-Óglách is political partisan press which of course will be biased and propagandist in intent and aimed at a sympathetic readership. However, this is the universal nature of war, rebellion and conflict, the reporting of which, is often sectarian and termed seditious in content, when judged by the opposition. [2617:   Óglaigh na Éireann, An t-Óglách Magazine 1918-1933, < https://www.militaryarchives.ie/collections/online-collections/an-toglach-magazine-1918-1933 >] 

A decade after the Easter Rising, An t-Óglách  published a series of articles written by those who were involved in the Easter Rising, ‘Cumman na mBan In The G.P.O’ was the title of a retrospective personal witness account by Cumann na mBan member Molly Reynolds. The opening editorial states ‘It is right that the heroic women and girls who gave such splendid service to the Irish cause during the fighting of Easter Week, 1916, should have their story told by one of themselves.’[footnoteRef:12017] Given the sensitivities of British state intelligence surrounding any form of political expressionism peaceful or otherwise it is understandable why many of those involved in the uprising were reluctant to speak to the press, even a decade later, a point which the editor duly acknowledges. ‘The difficulty has been to persuade any of them to incur the publicity essential to the verisimilitude of the narrative.’[footnoteRef:15416] So, for An t-Óglách, the Molly Reynolds article was an exclusive factual piece, but also a potent piece of republican /nationalist journalistic propaganda, to stoke the fires in the bellies of veteran republicans and rebels, whilst highlighting the cause, and incentivising the next generation to activism for the greater good of Ireland. However, it could also be argued that Reynolds message might otherwise be interpreted as feminist endeavour at a time when the Irish women's rights movement was gaining momentum. James Connolly signatory of the proclamation was a committed feminist, under the leadership of Connolly, the Citizen Army admitted women to its ranks in 1914, affording them equal status. Connolly stated, ‘that no movement was assured of success that had not women in it.’[footnoteRef:12271] [12017:  Editor, Cumann, na mBan In The G.P.O Heroic Work Of The Irish Girls During The Fighting Of Easter Week, 1916 , An t-Óglách, (1926) 3-5, p.3]  [15416:  Editor, Cumann, na mBan In The G.P.O Heroic Work Of The Irish Girls During The Fighting Of Easter Week, 1916, An t-Óglách, (1926) 3-5, p.3
 ]  [12271:  Sinéad McCoole, Women Of The Rising: Activists, FIghters & Widows, < https://www.rte.ie/centuryireland/index.php/articles/women-of-the-rising > ] 

 In contrast Molly Reynolds witness statement is not overtly concerned with any political or propagandist motivation, at the time of her deposition in 1949, it would appear the primary motivation is to commit to the historical record, the Reynold’s family contribution to the cause of Irish nationalism and participation in the Easter Rising 1916. In contemporary terms this is a vital piece of Irish women's history and a unique commentary on the movement, leaders, and events from inside.  
Molly Reynolds was from a working-class republican family in Dublin, with all generations fully invested in the Irish cause, ‘As far back as I can remember, there was always a good Irish atmosphere in our home.’[footnoteRef:1226] Her father worked as an auditor for the Irish Volunteers, and shared an office with influential Irish Volunteer member Bulmer Hobson,[footnoteRef:28861] to which Roger Casement[footnoteRef:1495] and Michael ‘The’O’Rahilly[footnoteRef:4898] were regular visitors and principal players in the nationalist movement. Reynolds is particularly complimentary in her recollections of Casement, ’Was very charming. Gentle in manner, quiet in speech and not at all the type of man one would expect to have anything to do with a revolutionary movement.’[footnoteRef:1097]  Reynolds is validating the polite sensitivities of Casement who was much maligned, misunderstood, smeared, and manipulated by the press and by history. Particularly poignant is Reynolds final mention of Casement which reads as a genuine lament, ’And on a few occasions brought me in a bunch of violets.’[footnoteRef:24234] Violets symbolic of untimely death in the young and melancholy, pertinent sentiments as  Casement was executed by the British at Pentonville Prison in 1916. Reynolds implicates herself and her father in the1914 Howth gun running saga, ‘We took up the floorboards and put some rifles under the floor.’ [footnoteRef:5849] This evidence in her witness statement provides us with a greater understanding of why Casement was such a regular visitor to her father's office, Casement, Childers, and others conceived and organised the Howth gun running.[footnoteRef:30115] [1226:  Molly Reynolds, Witness, Statement W.S 195 Bureau Of Military History (1949), 1-9 p. 1< https://www.militaryarchives.ie/collections/online-collections/bureau-of-military-history-1913-1921/reels/bmh/BMH.WS0195.pdf >]  [28861:  RTE Archives, ’A Volunteer‘s Memories, 1963’, < https://www.rte.ie/archives/2018/1115/1011084-bulmer-hobson/ >
]  [1495:  Irish Volunteers Organisation, 'Commemorating The Irish Volunteers Of 1913-1922, Roger Casement’
< https://irishvolunteers.org/roger-casement/ >]  [4898:  1916 Rebellion Museum, ’Michael Joseph O‘Rahilly,‘  < http://1916rebellionmuseum.com/1916-easter-rising/those-who-fought-and-died/michael-joseph-orahilly/ >]  [1097:  Molly Reynolds, Witness, Statement W.S 195 Bureau Of Military History (1949), 1-9 p. 3]  [24234:  Molly Reynolds, W.S 195, (1949), 1-9 p. 3]  [5849:  Molly Reynolds, Witness, Statement W.S 195, (1949), 1-9 p. 3]  [30115:   National Museum Of Ireland , 1914: ’The Howth Gun Running‘ 
< https://www.museum.ie/en-IE/Collections-Research/Art-and-Industry-Collections/Art-Industry-Collections-List/Easter-Week/Discover-the-historic-Asgard-yacht/1914-The-Howth-Gun-Running >] 

Reynolds statement is fascinating from the context that Hobson and O’Rahilly were able to be so closely observed by Reynolds, both were opposed to the Easter Rising, it was Hobson who informed Irish Volunteer leader Eoin Mac Neill of the planned insurrection, which led to MacNeill issuing the countermand, and sent O’Rahilly out to try and scupper the plan, Hobson was kidnapped by the Irish Republican Brotherhood to prevent any further sabotage of the uprising. Reynolds makes no mention in her statement of her father being aware or complicit in the attempt to stop the rebellion, even though he was on close terms with Hobson.
Reynolds brothers were members of Na Fianna Eireann[footnoteRef:22173] and Reynolds herself stated ‘I often wished there was a similar organization as na Fianna Eireann for girls.’[footnoteRef:19923] Reynolds wish was soon to be realised, ’Bulmer Hobson told me a women's section was being formed’[footnoteRef:28539] she joined the inaugural Cumann na mBan Branch in 1914, receiving instruction on first aid, drilling, signalling, and marching. During these years, Countess Constance Markievicz[footnoteRef:4135] and Bulmer Hobson, oversaw the emergence of young Irish revolutionaries, one of whom was Reynolds, and her witness statement provides an informative insight of the formation of Cumann na mBan and those involved in the lead up to the rising, but also communicates an emotive, principled, and personal view from the inside of a spectacularly important moment in Irish history. [22173:  Marnie Hay, ’The Foundation and Development of Na Fianna Éireann, 1909-16.’ Irish Historical Studies, 36.141, (Cambridge University Press, 2008), pp. 53–71, < http://www.jstor.org/stable/20720236. >]  [19923:  Molly Reynolds, W.S 195 (1949) 1-9 p. 1]  [28539:  Molly Reynolds, W.S 195(1949), 1-9 p. 1]  [4135:  Mollie Clarke, ’Constance Markievicz: The making of a rebel Countess’, The National Archives,
 < https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/constance-markievicz-the-making-of-a-rebel-countess/ >] 

 Reynolds mentions Mrs MacNeill and Mrs O’Rahilly as being on the provisional committee of Cumann na mBan, two names synonymous with the Irish nationalist cause, the politically active partners of the Irish Volunteers leaders Eoin MacNeill and Joseph O’Rahilly. Women although less celebrated by the records of history were very active within various nationalist organisations therefore it is unsurprising that Reynolds mentions Maud Gonne’s Inghinidhe na h’Éireann (The Daughters of Ireland), supporting the inception and formulative Cumann na mBan years, even creating a branch at their own meeting rooms. ‘The Inghinidhe na h’Éireann was the first Branch of Cumann na mBan to get down to the work set out for the organisation.’[footnoteRef:31120] In 1915 Reynolds became secretary and co-founder of the Caithlin ni Houlihan Branch of Cumann na mBan, the regular activities of first aid now accompanied by a familiarisation with weaponry ‘we learned to clean, cool and load rifles and revolvers.’[footnoteRef:29819]  Escalation of planning, clearly indicative of the coming uprising. [31120:  Reynolds W.S 195, P. 2]  [29819:  Molly Reynolds W.S 195, P.2] 

The image that emerges from Reynolds witness statement is one of organised nationalist cohesion. ‘Madam gave us permission to use the Fianna Hall ‘[footnoteRef:20232]  ’Madam’ is a reference to Countess Constance Markievicz, who was an inspiration to the women, the poor and to the cause. Madam was held in the highest regard and infamous enough to require no other title.  [20232:  Reynolds W.S 195, P.2 ] 

In contrast to her witness statement which provided a detailed insight into Cumann na mBan and the cohesive emergence of the women's nationalist movement, Reynolds Article in An t-Óglách is more focussed on the events from the G.P.O and the subsequent chaos, and is styled thus, in a descriptive manner befitting the rawness and drama of rebellion. Vivid imagery frames the narrative, flames, gunfire, ruins and specifically the poignant significance of the tattered Red Cross flag, which came under British fire, the narrative encourages the readers to feel revulsed and aggrieved with British tactics, further entrenching anti British sentiment at the disrespect afforded to the international symbol that was supposed to allow the injured safe passage. It is therefore no coincidence that this point is granted a bold type subheading ‘No Respect for Red Cross Flag’ in the An t-Óglách article. Reynolds states that the Red Cross flag group comprised of ‘15 girls, together with Red Cross men, the wounded, a British military doctor and a priest.’[footnoteRef:14770] Pitifully the evacuation group came under fire on several occasions during the difficult and dangerous evacuation of the wounded. ‘No respect however was shown to the flag. Bullets rattled all round, one taking the top off a bottle I carried in my arms.’[footnoteRef:16879] It is important to note on this point, that Cumann na mBan had applied for recognition from the International Red Cross Society as a separate national organisation, unfortunately the request was refused, as they did not have an army and were not legally a separate nation.[footnoteRef:3769] Whether the British forces were aware of flag technicalities in the chaos that ensued during the Rising remains an unknown, the flag came under fire regardless, a coup for the paper and for the Irish cause. [14770:  Molly, Reynolds, An t-Óglách Cumann na mBan In The G.P.O, Heroic Work Of The Girls During The Fighting Of Easter Week, 1916. < https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BxBQjDTFgId4aDctTkNoZGg3Vk0/edit?resourcekey=0-mPV8CBwZ7mh40cuOt5Xdtg >]  [16879:  Molly Reynolds, An t-Óglách Cumann na mBan In The G.P.O, Heroic Work Of The Girls During The Fighting Of Easter Week, 1916. < https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BxBQjDTFgId4aDctTkNoZGg3Vk0/edit?resourcekey=0-mPV8CBwZ7mh40cuOt5Xdtg >]  [3769:  Ruth Taillon, When History Was Made: The Women Of 1916 Belfast, (Beyond ThePale Publications: 1986)
] 

 Reading this piece 106 years after the event, when the historiography of the 1916 Rising is well established, Reynolds words invoke horrific images and elicit great sympathy, therefore, one can imagine the impact the article must have had on the readership ten years after the event, when the reality and subsequent consequences were still very much alive in the collective memory. 
The exaggerations of the media and propaganda in war and conflict are to be expected, However, this content was written by Reynolds, rather than a journalist well versed in sensational content and the shock and awe rhetoric that sells papers. Considering An t-Óglách is a republican paper, the article does afford some objectivity and balance concerning the British medical officer who was an early prisoner of the uprising, several references are made of him, 
‘On Thursday James Connolly was brought in with his leg broken. A British medical officer who was prisoner in the building rendered assistance.’[footnoteRef:3185] Latterly, it was the British military doctor and the priest who negotiated safe passage and admission of the group to hospital. ‘I never saw the British military doctor again; indeed, great credit is due to him for his help to us during the week.’[footnoteRef:25182] [3185:  Molly, Reynolds, An t-Óglách Cumann na mBan In The G.P.O, Heroic Work Of The Girls During The Fighting Of Easter Week, 1916. < https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BxBQjDTFgId4aDctTkNoZGg3Vk0/edit?resourcekey=0-mPV8CBwZ7mh40cuOt5Xdtg >]  [25182:  Molly, Reynolds, An t-Óglách Cumann na mBan In The G.P.O, Heroic Work Of The Girls During The Fighting Of Easter Week, 1916. < https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BxBQjDTFgId4aDctTkNoZGg3Vk0/edit?resourcekey=0-mPV8CBwZ7mh40cuOt5Xdtg >] 

 An emotive moment of humanity between opposing factions in the chaos of conflict would have resonated with the reader, regardless of political stance.
In both the An t-Óglách article and witness statement, a very striking component is of the evident communication and organisational chaos caused by Eoin MacNeill's Easter Rising countermand.[footnoteRef:26512] ‘Early on Sunday morning we got our mobilisation order, and then we got the paper and saw that the orders were cancelled.’[footnoteRef:7856]  [26512:  Eamon Murphy, Eoin MacNeill’s Countermanding Order Easter 1916, The History Of Na Fianna Éireann 	                   < https://fiannaeireannhistory.wordpress.com/2015/04/05/eoin-macneills-countermanding-order-easter-1916/ >
]  [7856:  Molly Reynolds, Witness Statement W.S 195, p. 3] 

 Three nationalist organisations were represented in the Reynolds household, Fianna, the Volunteers, and Cumann na mBan. ‘None of us knew what to do.’[footnoteRef:22828] This is significant point serves to illustrate the confusion following countermand merging with a lack of strategic planning, ‘when we arrived at St Stephens Green, we could not contact any member of the Volunteers or Cumann na mBan’[footnoteRef:22525] even though the outcome is history, reading of the organisational chaos must have been unsettling for even the staunchest of nationalists/republicans retrospectively re-evaluating the events. Planning, execution, and countermand sabotage added to the failures of the Rising, cost many lives, and ruined large swathes of the city, a point the readership would have had a decade to dwell upon. To some of the readership it would have had the reverse effect, further galvanising their political fight, and reaffirming allegiances for the struggle to a recognised republic. To the British state and intelligence services more clippings for the dossiers. However, internationally, particularly in the United States this article would be incentivising and potent fund-raising propaganda, an extra dollar in the hat to be sent to Ireland for the cause of the homeland. [22828:  Molly Reynolds, Witness Statement, W.S 195, p. 3]  [22525:  Molly, Reynolds, An t-Óglách Cumann na mBan In The G.P.O, Heroic Work Of The Girls During The Fighting Of Easter Week, 1916. < https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BxBQjDTFgId4aDctTkNoZGg3Vk0/edit?resourcekey=0-mPV8CBwZ7mh40cuOt5Xdtg >] 

 In the immediate aftermath of the Easter Rising, media censorship control was imposed, Liberal politician and chief secretary for Ireland Birrell told the Commons, 'News should not reach the neutral countries, and particularly our friends in America.’[footnoteRef:13009] Naturally, the British government wanted suppression of information from reaching the sympathetic Irish emigrant contingent in the United States who were politically vocal, and financially supportive, the legacy of British rule, famines, land dispossession, and diaspora fades not from the memory.  [13009:  Drisceoil, Donal Ó. “Keeping Disloyalty within Bounds? British Media Control in Ireland, 1914-19.” Irish Historical Studies, vol. 38, no. 149, Cambridge University Press, 2012, pp. 52–69, p.56  http://www.jstor.org/stable/43654254.
] 

Writers, artists, poets, editors, and journalists participated in the Easter Rising, ‘The relationship between journalists and the Irish rebellion of Easter 1916 is a complex one.’[footnoteRef:15181] ‘The 1916 uprising by Irish rebels garnered more than 50 articles in The New York Times, which kept the story on its front page for more than two weeks.’[footnoteRef:2142] The Irish Independent was condemnatory ’No terms of denunciation that pen could indict would be too strong to apply to those responsible for the insane and criminal rising of last week.’[footnoteRef:2233] Vocal in highlighting the human cost, ‘The loss of many valuable lives and a large toll of wounded extending to many hundreds, perhaps thousands.’[footnoteRef:26839] Pointedly the final sentence takes an accusatory stance, ’They were out, not to free Ireland, but to help Germany.’[footnoteRef:133] Predictably the Anglo-centric narrative was represented across the British newspapers, whilst other pockets of the media were nervously attempting stern diplomatic objectivity in conveying the rising to the readership.  One of the earliest published accounts of the Irish rebellion of 1916 was published by the magazine Irish Life and received by Trinity College Library 29th of June 1916.[footnoteRef:17886]  [15181:   Mark O Brien, Fighting And Writing 1916 < https://www.academia.edu/41463688/Fighting_and_Writing_Journalists_and_the_1916_Easter_Rising >]  [2142:  Liam Stack 1916 Easter Rising in Ireland, A Milestone of Foreign Reporting, The New York Times, (2016)                      < https://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/26/world/europe/easter-rising-archival-coverage.html >
]  [2233:  The Irish Independent, Criminal Madness 4th May 1916 < https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/easterrising/newspapers/na02a.shtml >]  [26839:  The Irish Independent, ’Criminal Madness 4th May 1916’ < https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/easterrising/newspapers/na02.shtml >
]  [133:  The Irish Independent, Criminal Madness 4th May 1916 < https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/easterrising/newspapers/na02.shtml >
]  [17886:  Mawe Shane, History Of A Conflagration – A Record Of The Rebellion, (2015)
< https://www.tcd.ie/library/1916/history-of-a-conflagration-a-record-of-the-rebellion/ >
] 

[image: ]
Cumann na mBan members photographed later in 1921 brandishing their weapons in defiant contempt of the British enemy, standing on the Union flag, strong imagery, great propaganda for the women and for the cause of Ireland.  [footnoteRef:14669]May Burke, Eithne Ní Chumhaill and Easter Rising 1916 participant Linda Kearns.[footnoteRef:5410] [14669:   Mark O Brien, Fighting And Writing 1916 < https://www.academia.edu/41463688/Fighting_and_Writing_Journalists_and_the_1916_Easter_Rising >]  [5410:  Linda Kearns, Bureau Of Military History, Witness Statement WS 404, (1950) < https://www.militaryarchives.ie/collections/online-collections/bureau-of-military-history-1913-1921/reels/bmh/BMH.WS0404.pdf >] 


Conclusion
The Proclamation on Easter Sunday was an endorsement of equality for women. Women were not only rebelling against foreign imperialist rule, but they were also rebelling against the accepted norms for women in society. The Proclamation formally recognised the right of woman’s suffrage in a free Ireland, and even for the briefest of time, this must have empowered further the resolve of the many women like Molly Reynolds to fight on to further the cause of Ireland and her women. 
Molly Reynolds contribution to the Irish cause lives on in her two primary sources which will continue to inform and raise awareness for equal representation of women in the recent history of Ireland.
Many members of Cumann na mBan never spoke of their roles their roles, and piecing together this period of women's history has been historically fragmentary. 
 Molly Reynolds was one of the fortunate, after questioning by senior British officers at Kilmainham Jail she was released. Extensive research, including trying to locate surviving family members has failed to source a photo of Molly Reynolds, or give any further insight into her activities after the Easter Rising, except for a mention in the witness statement of Cumann na mBan Quartermaster Kitty O’Doherty who worked alongside Reynolds for the Volunteers Dependants fund[footnoteRef:30564]  [30564:  Kitty O’Doherty, Witness Statement 355, 1-51 p. 28, Bureau Of Military History, < https://www.militaryarchives.ie/collections/online-collections/bureau-of-military-history-1913-1921/reels/bmh/BMH.WS0355.pdf#page=29 >] 

Reynolds is referenced in several academic works but is overshadowed by other more prominent women associated with the republican and nationalist cause.  However, for the purpose of this piece it was Reynolds lesser-known status that appealed, her two primary sources a relatable authenticity, small, ordinary, voices are often louder, and resonate longer with the reader.  Reynolds An t-Óglách article would have had the desired impact with the partisan audience.
Cumann na mBan were enigmatic, radical, political women in a patriarchal society dominated by religion.  Many continued the fight for the cause of Ireland and for the cause of Irish women after 1916. The centenary commemorations in 2016 illuminated the vital role these women played in the 1916 Easter Rising, readdressing the years in which their names had been overlooked by history. 


[image: ]Cumman na mBan graffiti Kilmainham Jail Dublin[footnoteRef:2883] [2883:  Kilmainham Gaol Graffiti, Exploring Female Experiences Of Imprisonment During The Irish Civil War (1922-1923)
< https://kilmainhamgaolgraffiti.com/1-methods/methods-3d-scanning-with-discovery-programme/ >] 
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