‘An examination of how crime and anti-social behaviour affects local communities’

This assignment will outline how crime and anti-social behaviour (ASB) can affect local communities. It will draw upon high profile cases such as George Floyd and Fiona Pilkington. It will also show the impact of crime and anti-social behaviour on victims and communities and what applies as effective police involvement. It will also draw upon the trust between communities and the police and how the police responding to crime and anti-social behaviour in the local communities. It is important that the police and the public have trust in each other as effective work to improve the community can take place. Cases such as George Floyd had a massive impact on the local community in America as the public felt that they could trust the police to behave properly and within conduct. According to Lemaire, S (2020) the American public wanted justice for Floyd and wants the Police powers to go through some reform. The biggest movement was the Black Lives Matters movement which spark massive conversation around black people and how they are treated. This shows that the public image of the police changed drastically after the death of George Floyd.
Anti-social behaviour can have long lasting effects on people and communities. According to Heap, V, (2020) “It was reported that 96% of victims experiencing noisy neighbours had an emotional reaction, most commonly annoyance; 32% experienced a ‘serious emotional reaction’ to this behaviour, which included emotions of shock, fear and stress”. This implies that anti-social behaviour can have massive implications on the victims and communities. If somebody within a neighbourhood is having an emotional reaction that that can affect how they react to their neighbours and also within the community. This could lead to a divide within the community but also it can lead to trust issue between the police but also with other members of that neighbourhood. According to Hodgkinson, S, Tilley, N, (2007) “Results from the Crime and Justice Survey 2003 show that 29% of young people (aged between ten and 25 years) had committed at least one act of ASB in the past twelve month”. This suggests that ASB is a massive problem for the police and communities to handle as it is something that is constant. Due to this it can be difficult for the police to deal with ASB affectively which can then cause a divide between the public and the police. Community policing is a massive part of policing worldwide. Community policing allows the police to work with the community to ascertain problems that need to be addressed (The President's Task Force on 21st Century Policing, 2015). This suggests that the police than work with the community to solve these problems. This could include ASB, crime or disorder but they are able to put a plan together. This then help the trust between the local community and the police to improve as the public will be able to see that the police are actioning on the issues that the community raised. 
A case that helps support this is the case of Fiona Pilkington. In this case Fiona and her disabled daughter Francesca were victims of abuse by one of their neighbours for a number of years. This caused Fiona to set a light her car with her and her daughter in the vehicle. The community questioned the police after this as they deemed that the police did not do enough to help Fiona and the community with this ongoing anti-social behaviour. Fiona was subject to hate Crime and police need to make these a priority and ensure consistency. The Police Service found that Hate crime is not reported to them. This can cause officers to not make properly informed decisions. (Sheikh, S, 2011). This suggests that people with disability since this incident do not feel confident in reporting this crime to the police as with Fiona Pilkington the police do not stop the hate crime from happening. This can then have a number of psychological issues such as fear to leave the house, fear to talk to people. This is why it is important for the police focus and ensure that they put out an informed message that any hate crime will be dealt effectively. 
The George Floyd Case had massive repercussions in terms of crime and anti-social behaviour on victims and communities. This death along with many other police killings made the communities within America to riot in a number of cities, local and professional sports were cancelled as well as asking for a review into the police to have reform. They even went as far as to suggest defunding the police (White, M, Orosco, C, Terpstra, B, 2023). All of these things have impact on how the communities thinks and feels about the police. For example, defunding the police has a massive impact as resources for the police would become less available and less officers would be hired. The argument for this could be that the police service needs something such as Black Lives Matter to help improve how they do their job.  With the case oof George Floyd and many other African American deaths caused by police officers is that the trust between the African Americans and the police and this is because they don’t talk to the police as they ultimately do not trust them (Pryce, D, Gainey, R, 2021). This can then have a worldwide affects as the BAME community within the UK can look at cases such as Goege Floyd and understand that the situations can occur anywhere, causing a breakdown in communication worldwide between the BAME community and the police. This can then have an effect on the younger community as the parents would encourage their children to not talk to the police and do not trust them. This then create a larger systemic issue.
In the case of George Floyd, the Police did not have effective and appropriate action. In the Uk officers follow a set of ethics. These ethics means every police officer must have fairness, respect, honesty, integrity, accountability, openness, leadership, objectivity, selflessness (College of Policing (2023). In the United States they would have the morals and rules to follow. This implies that during the murder of George Floyd no officer followed these rules. For example, the officer who committed the murder had no respect for George Floyd and did not put the care of Floyd First. Officers who were also at the scene did not hold themselves or the accountable for any action that caused George Floyd’s death. The George Floyd death allowed for a number of changes in public and police co-operation. After his death the trust between the community and the police can be deemed its lowest it has ever been (Brantingham, PJ, Mohler, G, McDonald, J 2022). This report also states “In Los Angeles, violent crime calls-for-service are nominally higher, while property crime and quality-of-life crime calls are nominally lower after the murder of Floyd. In New York, property crime calls-for-service are nominally higher, while changes in violent crime and quality-of-life crime calls appear mixed.” This affectively shows that violent crime within LA and New York have increased post George Floyds death. This can suggest that the public are causing more violent crime post death as a response to the police and the overall situation. It also suggests that even if the relationship is at its lowest the public still call the police, then a violent crime has been committed. 
The police need to take appropriate action when it comes to ASB because this is such a large issue. According to (Williams, S, Coupe, T, 2017) having more police officers on patrol during hot spot areas of ASB more frequently will help reduce crime and ASB in that particular area. This is backed by (Weisburd, D, Telep, D, 2014) who argue that not hot spot has shown significant findings, but of the ones that have, 20 of the 25 tests saw a reduction in crime and ASB. This suggests that the Hotspot policing model can be an effective policing model for officers to use. Hot spot policing can also help develop a better relationship between the public and the police, the public can the police by making reports of areas that have a high crime or ASB rates to the police and then the police can effectively deal with these reports which will then see an overall reduction in ASB and crime. Hotspot policing is when the Police focus on addressing crime and ASB in a small area where crime or ASB is high (Braga, A, Papachristos, A, Hureau, D, 2012). This helps the police to target these areas, and this can then have a positive effect on the community. This is because they would see that the Police are taking positive action and dealing with the high crime problem areas. This then help improve the relationship between the public and the police in regard to dealing with crime and ASB. 
One of the biggest issues with anti-social behaviour is the fact that in recent the public has seen multiple failing from the People when dealing anti-social behaviour. This is due to the issue that before Fiona Pilkington’s death disability was not a factor of hate crime and anti-social behaviour in general (Giannasi, 2017). This can create a massive divide between the police and the local community as the police did not think about the overall impact of anti-social behaviour can have on people but especially disabled people. This book also highlights the lack of action taken by the local authority and council. This suggests that victims of anti-social behaviour can then start alone as they would feel they report anything as no action is being taken. This then breaks the relationship between communities and the local council which can then cause global issues. ASB in the UK is commonly known as a behaviour committed by the younger generation. This causes negative public attitudes towards the younger children within the community (Egan, M, Neary, J, Keenan, P et al, 2012). This can cause the children to act out even more, within schools, parks and wherever their go This can then mean that the police have to formally deal with these children which can also have a negative effect as the community may see that the police are not effectively dealing with these children.
The murder of George Floyd had an effect globally on people mental health and how feel react to the police and different scenarios (Weine, S, Kohrt, B, Collins, B et al, 2020). This article put a plan in place that can help positively help address the problem with mental health, for example making sure the police are made accountable for their violence and dishonesty. Mental health is a global issue and cases such as the George Floyd does not help with people improving their mental health as they would personally believe that it is gone to keep happening and nothing will change. This is because so far, these situations kept happening and the police are not learning their mistakes. The death of George Floyd sparked more a higher of violence especially in Hispanic neighbourhood than before the death of Floyd (Ratcliffe, J, Taylor, R 2023). This suggests that the communities feel that they have to resort to crime and dealing with issues themselves as they don’t trust the police and that the police would only make situations worse. 
In England they had revised a new plan in 2014 which was to change who the police and public dealt with anti-social behaviour. This focused on given a second chance and also that the before this change the police did not address the overall cause of anti-social behaviour (Flint, J, 2014).  This suggests that the government has seen an overall problem with anti-social behaviour that they have analysed what is going wrong with anti-social behaviour and what is the driving factors for anti-social behaviour to happen. This can then allow the police and the government to work together to come up with a plan that best deals with ASB within communities, creating a multi-agency plan.
The death of Fiona Pilkington started the relationship breakdown between the police and the public. This is due to the police and how there define vulnerability. The police define vulnerability using the acronym THRIVE. THRIVE stands for Threat, Harm, Risk, Investigation, Vulnerability, Engagement. This is what the police introduced in 2021 (Williams, B, 2023). This point was backed by (Dryden, F, 2017) who report that Leicestershire Police that they made mistake with this case and how they seen vulnerability at the time. Due to this the police formed an adult referral and co-ordination team. This team is there to ensure that situations like Fiona Pilkington does not happen again. Before this the police struggled to define what vulnerability is and what classified vulnerability. This is why during the Fiona Pilkington case the community became very frustrated with the Police and the family of Fiona decided to take the police to court for not doing enough to stop Fiona from killing herself. This can then cause national and worldwide divide between the public and the police as the police needed to take ownership, but the family and local community will always feel that they did not do enough. This point is backed up by (Innes, M, Weston, N, 2010) who suggests that victims of anti-social behaviour are more likely to less cohesion within the community and have less confidence in the police in comparison to people who have not been a victim of ASB. This suggests that anti-social behaviour has a massive impact on victims and how they react within their community for example there become more distance within their community as well as they would fear to report any anti-social behaviour because they would believe nothing would be done.
To conclude community policing help the police manage people within the community and allows them to feel safe but as mentioned above community policing does not always help to reduce crime (Reisig, M, Kane, R, 2014, pp. 1-15). This assignment also highlights cases such as George Floyd and Fiona Pilkington and how ASB affects communities. It also shows statistics of how vulnerable the victims and communities of ASB feel. It also talks about what the correct conduct the police must have when dealing with antisocial behaviour. This also compare the case of George Floyd and Fiona Pilkington, highlighting the differences and similarities. Throughout this assignment is shown how much focus ASB has become for the local authorities and the Police (Jacobson, J, Millie, A, Hough, M, 2005). ASB is a crime that the police find it difficult to manage as the local community is involved.  This assignment suggests reforms that were put into place, as well as recommendations to the police about how to deal with ASB in the future to avoid cases such as Fiona Pilkington and George Floyd. Overall ASB has a massive effect on the community as they would feel vulnerable and for the police it is hard to police but a better working relationship with the local community would help improve the overall effectiveness of dealing with ASB.
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