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	NAME: JAMES BILL

	STUDENT ID No.: 2031309

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

“Should response police officer be able to carry a taser to protect themselves and the public?”.

INTRODUCTION:

I have chosen this topic to cover in my dissertation as I believe it’s a current topic and believe I will be able to find enough research in relation to police officers carrying tasers. From my own knowledge police services have been widely criticised by the public for their use of force and whether the force being used is proportion to the situation. Tasers are essentially a firearm and is a firearm that is banned from member of the public to have ownership and there is a debate on why are police officers are allowed to have them to protect themselves but members of the public are not. 

Many groups within the United Kingdom believe the use of a taser is excessive at times and have blamed the use of the taser which has lead to the death of those who have been tasered. There have been a number of protests within the last few years to ban officers from carrying tasers. However there are a number of police services who have public announced that they plan on increasing the number of taser trained police officers within their service.

From my own knowledge of completing a taser course my training involved a lot of health and safety training regarding the use of tasers where using this force on someone where it can lead to serious injuries and even death in some cases. I believe there will also be a lot of research and topics of debate in regards whether using a taser breach someone’s human rights as one of the human rights is to not be tortured where a taser device pulses electrocution into someone for a period of 5 seconds and longer. 

Within this topic I will also look to explore uses of force in general used by police officers and look to compare states on the types of use of force and the impact the use of a taser has on this. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

Below I have listed four area’s I will look to start researching in order to complete this dissertation and have listed what I will be looking to research within these areas.

· Identify serious injuries and deaths that have come from the use of a taser - I will look to explore statistics on non-injury taser use, serious injuries from taser use and statistics on death cause from taser use. I believe there will be a lot of information available on these statistics as it’s not just British policing that use tasers as other countries such as America allow police officers to use tasers as a means of force against someone.


· Identify stats of use of force - I will look to identify statistics within the UK where police officer have had to use force on a member of the public and the types of force that were used to identify if using a taser has caused more injuries than other use of forces. Within this I will look at use of force statistic where police officers were also harmed.

· Use of force powers police use - I will conduct research on the powers used by police officers and the laws that are in place to protect police officers and members of the public. One of the laws I will explore is of common law where someone can use reasonable amount of force to defend themselves or others.

· Human rights - I will research whether there is a debate between the two human right of prohibited to torture and the right of life. 

· Taser functions - Research will be conducted on what a taser is, the power of a taser and its functions so potential comparisons can be made with other use of force fools police have access to.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Throughout my dissertation I will look gathering primary and secondary research through questionnaires, interviews, using articles I find on the topic and use any statistics I find from any government reports I am able to locate. Due to the debate on should police officers carry tasers which has lead to protests, I will look to evidence whether they should or shouldn’t as they could hinder someone’s life due to injuries. 

From completing research on general policing use of force it was reported that in the year ending March 2022 there was a total of 608,164 recorded incidents where a police officer has had to use force and 70 percent of this was used to protect themselves during an incident. From the 608,164 uses of force used 34,276 of these came from taser use as stated by Home Office (2022).  


When briefly researching the number of taser deaths, it was reported by the IOPC (2023) that there were a total of 3 deaths that include the use of force of a taser device between 2022 to 2023.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

By completing a questionnaire and distributing it to officers within the police service that I work for I can get my own statistics on taser use of forces. This will be great evidence and I will also be able to get views and opinions of officers who are on the front line who have to make hard decisions on types of use of forces that may or may not be needed or used. 

Secondary research will also be used in order for me to gather information and statistics on taser uses. From this I will be able to create an accurate scale on different use of forces and be able to establish is using a taser more or less dangerous than people think and compare it to other uses of force that could potentially cause more injuries than the use of taser. 

I will also look to speak with one of the taser leads within my police services and get their views and opinions on the devices and how they play a key role in protecting officers as well as members of the public.



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be looking to complete a questionnaire that targets police officers and specifically who are taser carriers as my dissertation is about taser use. However I will make sure my questionnaire includes questions for those who are not a taser carrier so I can also get their views as I’ve previously been told by officers that they will never apply to be a taser carrier, so I will look to explore why. I will also consider completing a questionnaire that can be answered by members of the public as they will give me an non bias opinion on their thoughts on tasers.

I will also get the thoughts and opinions of some of the taser leads within my police services and see if they could give me states used by officers within my police services that could help. Due to crimes changing and how policing is changing I can get their views and opinions on what type of incidents are tasers likely to be used for and why.




	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I don’t believe that my dissertation will have any ethical issues within it and I will look to keep my writing and findings unbiased throughout despite my own views on whether response officers should be able to carry a taser device.

I will not look to offend anyone throughout and I will make sure my questionnaires I provide are unbiased, clear and are not leading in anyway. My dissertation will consist of my own work and findings and will not be plagiarised in any sort of way.


	TIME SCALE:

I will look to start to gather my research and data for this dissertation once I have submitted this proposal form and look to complete this gathering within a 3 month period in order to make sure I have everything I need in order to complete this dissertation. Within this period I will look to also have completed a mock questionnaire ready to give to members of the public and to police officers as well so I don’t have a bias account from only police officers. 
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