
Professional Placement
According to the South wales police (2020) SWP is the largest police force in Wales and geographically, the force covers around 812 square miles and equating to just 10% of the geographical area of Wales.  SWP provides a policing service to 1.3 million people. The force has almost 3000 police officers and over 2200 police staff, including Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) and a team of dedicated volunteers that includes over 100 Special Constables and around 150 Police Youth Volunteers. South Wales is a diverse region that focuses on the more urban, rural and coastal areas.  These areas include; Bridgend, Merthyr Tydfil, Neath Port Talbot, Rhondda Cynon Taf, Vale of Glamorgan and the two largest cities Swansea and Cardiff (SWP 2020).

According to Home Office (2020) County Lines is used to describe gangs and organised criminal networks involved in exporting illegal drugs into one or more importing areas within the UK, using dedicated mobile phone lines or other forms of deal lines.  According to Rhys Greggory (2020) people working within this industry are likely to exploit vulnerable adults by coercing and intimidating them to transport and hide money and drugs and they will often use violence (including sexual violence) and weapons to scare the vulnerable people into abiding by what they say. Greggory (2020) claims that during the last year 344 people have been arrested and the prison sentences are rising to over 215 years imposed for those who have so far been convicted. The SWP (2020) states that everyone has a role to play in keeping the local areas safe from drug dealing, associated gang exploitation and violence and they claim to need the community to support them in eliminating this problem.  Greggory (2020) claims that students are an experimental part of the population by nature. According to Will Fyfe (2020) the Swansea university’s student services director the areas around universities are usually purely populated with student accommodation, houses of multiple occupancy, private student builds, due to this factor it is a very easy geographical area to target for transporting drugs. SWP (2020) claim to have adapted to a good communication line in order to understand the suspicious people they come across are students or not.  According to Richard Youle (2020) Swansea has more drug-dealing operations run from outside the city than anywhere else in Wales. Youle (2020) claims the recent Intelligence suggests county lines gangs have adapted their methodology over time where they utilise local individuals to deal drugs for them to avoid detection targeting the most vulnerable. South Wales Police works closely with the regional organised crime unit, called Tarian, on this problem. Tarian (2017) work solely to disrupt and prevent seriously organised crime groups across the southern parts of wales. According to Beth Thomas and Liz Perkins (2020) teenagers claim they are being recruited via online platforms to sell anything from heroin to cocaine due to high demand. Gangs are claimed to have turned to Swansea to make money by selling their wares and upping their profits as nightlife in Swansea is an easy gateways especially during the COVID 19 pandemic as mental health issues are at an all-time high, with a spike in unemployment and desperate university students needing to pay their bills. Alun Michael (2020) SWP Crime Commissioner claims that working with communities is an important aspect as it provides a detailed picture of the local concerns and enables the Commissioner to fully understand the steps needed to show what is required of the force on behalf of the public. One main operation that has been introduced to tackle county lines in Swansea, is a collaboration of forces coming together to manage the drug transportation via the rail network and to protect the exploid of vulnerable people (British Transport Police 2020)
I volunteer to work with the South Wales police and Saint John’s Ambulance every Wednesday and Saturday at 10pm – 4am or due to present circumstances, 7pm – 12am tackling Swansea’s night-time economy at the help point. By volunteering my time at the help point it will reduce the demands on the emergency services (Mark Child 2020). Whether it is caring for the severely intoxicated vulnerable, or the deteriorating mental health issues and ensuring nobody is out alone in a vulnerable position to be found by any dishonest person. We ensure the vulnerable are able to get a hold of a family member and/or housemates and call a taxi for them to make sure they get home safely.  I would like to find out whether or not there has been an up spiral effect on teenagers when it comes to being targeted by gangs to sell and transport drugs, I would like to look at past years statistics and see whether the drug rates in Swansea has increased or decreased and look to see whether the police are tackling the correct areas to the best of their ability.  This topic links to my plan of career in 5 years’ time as I am aiming to become a part of the South Wales police officers and in time become a dog handler, whether it will be for the exact topic of preventing  and tackling drug exploitation head-on or undertaking missing persons searches. I have taken charge in some situations during my time at the help point, as I thrive to help others and ensure they stay safe whilst on the shift.  
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