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Introduction
This essay will explore the notion of how artists in today’s society are influenced by the artists during the impressionism movement that rebelled against The Salon and how they have separated themselves and their work from what is considered the ‘status quo’ in the industry. In the first chapter, I aim to discuss how the few artists at the time of the Impressionism movement, boycott the standards of art, and instead created their own styles of art. In the second chapter, I aim to investigate artists of today’s society, who break away from the unwritten limitations or guidelines that have become the new ‘normal’ by the previous generation of artists who had done the same. In the third chapter, I will present my case with artists such Banksy and David Carson. These two artists defy expectations while maintaining originality in industries that all follow the same set of unwritten rules. 








Chapter One

Impressionism was a movement that was developed in France, during the nineteenth century and is said to be majorly based on the practice of painting spontaneously and outdoors. This was a ‘new’ thing in the nineteenth century as paintings and drawings were usually created inside of a studio from sketches. This was the standard way of painting back in these times and impressionism challenged those standards Tate (Year unknown).

The original pioneers of this movement were artists who rejected the official, institutional exhibitions, or also known as The Salons. This meant that powerful art institutions neglected their work and refused to exhibit such rebellious forms of art. The art that the impressionists created was completely opposite to the fine, clean-cut, detailed paintings that were expected in that time, instead, painting what they felt and how they sensed the objects they focused on. Their work was more visually bizarre compared to art that was exhibited in The Salon, which was more detailed and realistic. 
“they were nevertheless catering for a new kind of market: city dwellers who were comparatively newly rich, and self-consciously modern” Andrew Motion (2007).
This statement made by Andrew Motion tells of how times were changing, and the market that was interested in purchasing art were now becoming more modern and disregarding the ‘old’ paintings. 

This movement shows that artists since this time are constantly trying to break the mainstream standards and rebel against the institutions, thus exhibiting the need for artists to create original work. There is a need in the creative industry to constantly separate yourself from trends and instead become a ‘trend-setter’ where the style of work created becomes the new standards. It is a continuous cycle of wanting to be original and break away from the mainstream.

 Gustave Courbet, an artist that was active during the Impressionism movement, was the first to confront the official Parisian art establishment during the nineteenth century. He, an anarchist, believed that the art that was being produced in his time had turned its back on the realities of life and had sunk into a stagnant way of painting. Artists in this time were more focused on idealized nudes and portraits instead of capturing the reality of what was actually going on around them. Courbet championed the movement and became the first to protest against the establishment by setting up an exhibition of his work right opposite the Universal Exposition in Paris during 1855. This was very controversial and a daring move to make at this time as this meant he was shunned by the establishment. However, it proved to work out in his favour as this move paved the way for future artists to follow suit and has continued doing so to this very day The Art Story (Year unknown).


















Chapter Two 

The bold moves made by the artists of the Impressionism movement has influenced the way artists have worked since then. It is desired to be different and to ‘stand out from the crowd’ and artists are recognised more for their more unorthodox, different styles of work. In addition to this, once an artist presents a new style of working, this overtime, becomes the new standards that the majority of artists will follow until another style or way is projected onto us. This links to how artists of the impressionism movement such as Claude Monet and Edgar Degas broke away from the mainstream standards of the Salon and their style of painting and created their own styles and how they personally wanted to work, disregarding anyone else and their thoughts Alan Riding (1993).

There have been many artists over the generations that have separated themselves from the generic work at the time, but this seems to have become the regular way to work, compared to the times of the impressionism movement, where artists were frowned upon for developing their own, unique style and were considered to be a degenerate. It is now encouraged and admired if artists are actively seeking to be original and if their work isn’t original enough, they don’t seem to get noticed or gain enough recognition that they want. 
The more recognised artists are the ones who are edging towards controversial and more shocking work. Examples of these artists are Banksy, a street artist and David Carson, a graphic designer and typographer. There are many more artists of this kind who value originality and strive to be different, however, these are the examples I will be exploring. I believe that these two artists are infamous for being different and their work and themselves were recognised for this. I feel that they are great examples of how the artists of the impressionism movement influenced artists who came after them to break away from the mainstream. 












Chapter Three

I will explore how these three artists, Banksy and David Carson have been influenced by the notion of the impressionism movement whilst also using their work as examples of how different and controversial their style was at the time compared to other artist work. Each of the artists I have chosen to write about are known for being quite controversial as their work is so different to anything seen before and goes against all the ‘rules’ that have been set in place before them. 

Banksy is a street artist; whose identity is still to be revealed. This is possibly what makes him and his work so intriguing as people are drawn to the fact that no one knows who he is. He refuses to be interviewed and is almost a mystery man to the world. It could be argued that he is the most controversial street artist in the world, with work that is mostly politically based with hidden messages. “On his way to becoming an international icon, the subversive and secretive street artist turned the art world upside-down” Will Ellsworth-Jones (2013). His work contains very powerful and very realistic truths about the issues that are happening around the world. He has made such an impact in the world of art and street art because there is such a lack of this content. His art reveals truth in every piece he creates and is unapologetically raw and that resonates with so many people all over the world. He doesn’t conform to society’s “standards” and does whatever he likes, no matter who it will offend. 

[image: ]
Banksy, 2010

This piece of street art by Banksy (2010) is very controversial, as all his other work is, and seems to be making fun of America’s perceived willingness to call an airstrike on any country that won’t cooperate with them. This is the kind of work that broke the ‘standards’ of modern art and changed the way artists consider content based on what people want to see. There is a huge interest in Banksy’s work and he is even considered an icon, and this shows exactly the impact that he has had on society. “When it comes to street artwork no name is more famous, or to some infamous, than Banksy” Sean Lynch, Ryan Gallagher (2017).
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Banksy (2005)

This piece of street art by Banksy (2005) is again, very controversial, and what makes it even more daring is that it was painting close to the Houses of Parliament in London. It is thought that this piece represents the repression of free speech as well as an anti-war protest. This kind of shocking and truthful work is what makes Banksy stand out from the rest of the artists at his time and allows him to pave the way for new ‘standards’. His recklessness attitude towards the ‘establishment’ is what I believe draws so many people to his work. People feel like they have something to relate to and he is someone who is a voice for them.
Another artist who broke away from the mainstream standards is David Carson. He is one of the world’s most famous and most influential graphic designers and typographers of the 1990s. His complete disregard for any of the basic typography and design rules is what set him apart from the rest and what ultimately gained him such recognition. “He uses type the way a painter uses paint, to create emotion, to express ideas” Albert Watson (Year Unknown). This describes his work perfectly. It is very rough and sprawled across his work is a very disorientated fashion. This had never been done before in the design industry. Typography was thought to be very clean and have set spacing and widths but Carson completely disregarded these expectations and changed the design industry forever. 
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David Carson (1995)
This is a piece of work for Ray Gun Magazine by David Carson (1995). You can see how he overlaps, offsets and rotates text along with many other techniques to give a look of chaos and disorientation to his work. This again broke the mainstream standards in the design industry and more selectively in the typography industry, setting a new standard for other artists to follow and inspire them to create their own style instead of ‘going with the flow’.  This style was very controversial at the time as this was breaking the rules and could be seen as disrespecting typography, however this is the complete opposite to that. It is utilising all the space and filling it with as much text as possible while still keeping it visually appealing. His deconstructed and unpolished style really sets itself against work of that time and comes out on top as it is the most original and unique, compared to generic styles of that time.









Conclusion

There is a clear link from artists such as Banksy and David Carson, who have invented their own style, to artists who done just that during the impressionism movement. The artists of the impressionism movement were the first to break the mould and define their own standards and way of painting all while paving the way for artists in centuries to come. There is a need in society, as humans, to keep breaking the mould and find the next best thing. Once we become accustomed to something and familiarise ourselves with it, we get bored. This is why artists are creating more unique styles and their own original work. The boredom of constantly seeing the same standards of work become annoying and this is why artists break away from the mainstream. What I have found from my research is that it is human instinct to separate their own creations from that of others, to allow themselves to be seen by others. This was massively controversial for the artists of the impressionism movement to do. They were brave to stand up to the establishments ‘standards’ and become their own style as this could jeopardise their future greatly. However, they still went through with this, and influenced many more generations of artists. I feel that this proves that humans instinctively, have a need to be different from others, otherwise they won’t get noticed. It’s a defence mechanism and a strategy to become your own unique self and separate from the ‘standards’ that society for generations have put in place to constrain artists from expressing themselves.
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