


In recent years, the world has witnessed a concerning rise in terrorist attacks and casualties, casting a shadow of uncertainty over global security and stability (GOV.UK, 2022). This increase in terrorist activities is the result of a complex interplay of various factors. Ranging from socio-political grievances to technological advancements and ideological extremism (Booth and Dunne, 2018, p. 112,115).
Statistical data validates this alarming trend, with evidence pointing to a significant rise in both the frequency and lethality of attacks worldwide (Statista Research Department, 2023). This supportive paper intends on discussing the potential reasons why terrorist attacks have become more recent in coming years, providing a comprehensive analysis of the multifaceted dynamics driving this alarming trend. 

Religion, while often a source of solace and spiritual guidance for billions worldwide, has also been manipulated as a tool to justify and perpetrate acts of terrorism (GOV.UK, 2024). Extremist interpretations of religious doctrines have fuelled radical ideologies that rationalise violence against perceived enemies, both within and outside of faith (Staniforth and Carlile of Berriew and Parkinson, 2014, p. 36).​
According to Richardson (2013 p. 348,402) demonstrates this perfectly in her book. Richardson, a political scientist specialising in terrorism studies, provides a comprehensive analysis of the root causes of terrorism, including the role of religion. The book examines how religious beliefs and ideologies can be manipulated by terrorist groups to recruit followers and justify violence.
One prominent example is the rise of Islamist terrorism, where groups like ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq and Syria) and Al-Qaeda exploit religious ideologies to recruit members and justify violence (Rachid and Water Life Publishing, 2019). These groups propagate a distorted interpretation of Islam, manipulating religious teachings to incite hatred and justify their attacks on perceived enemies, both domestic and international (Turner, 2014, p.85). The 9/11 attacks in the United States, orchestrated by Al-Qaeda, exemplify how religious extremism can fuel large-scale acts of terrorism with global ramifications (9/11 Memorial & Museum, 2023). While it's crucial to recognise that most Muslims reject such extremist interpretations, the misuse of religion by terrorist groups remains a potent force behind the increase in recent terrorist attacks. 

Social media platforms have emerged as powerful tools for extremist groups to propagate their ideologies, recruit new members, and coordinate terrorist activities with unprecedented ease and efficiency (BBC, 2024). 
Organizations like ISIS have leveraged platforms such as Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube to disseminate propaganda, glorify violence, and radicalise vulnerable individuals across the globe (Patrikarakos, 2017).  For instance, ISIS utilised social media to recruit foreign fighters, disseminate gruesome execution videos, and inspire lone-wolf attacks, as evidenced by the 2016 Orlando nightclub shooting in the United States, where the perpetrator pledged allegiance to ISIS on Facebook before carrying out the attack (BBC, 2016).  
Similarly, the Christchurch Mosque shootings in New Zealand in 2019 were livestreamed on Facebook, highlighting how social media can amplify the impact of terrorist acts by providing a platform for their dissemination in real-time (Christchurch attacks: Facebook curbs Live feature, 2019). These examples underscore the significant role that social media platforms play in facilitating the spread of extremist ideologies and inciting violence, posing a formidable challenge for counterterrorism efforts in the digital age. 

Political instability and grievances can provide fertile ground for the rise of terrorist activities, as marginalised groups seek to challenge existing power structures and advance their agendas through violence (Monaco, 2019). Examples abound where political turmoil has exacerbated terrorist threats (Coles, 2018) In politically unstable regions such as the Middle East and parts of Africa, terrorist groups like ISIS and al-Qaeda exploit factors like disenfranchisement, governmental corruption, and sectarian divisions to recruit adherents and carry out violent acts (Blake et al. 2012, p. 12). In a more recent conflict demonstrating the causality of political notion is the conflict between Ukraine and Russia (The Economist, 2024). At its core, the dispute revolves around Ukraine's quest for independence and sovereignty following the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 (Conant, 2023). Russia, viewing Ukraine as an integral part of its sphere of influence, has sought to maintain control over the country through various means, including economic pressure, political interference, and military intervention. One of the primary sources of political grievance stems from Ukraine's pivot towards the West, particularly its aspirations for European integration and NATO membership (BBC News, 2023). The prospect of Ukraine aligning itself with Western institutions represents a direct challenge to Russia's geopolitical interests, as it sees the expansion of NATO as a threat to its security and influence in the region (BBC, 2022). 

Recruitment plays a pivotal role in fuelling the increase of recent terrorist attacks, providing extremist groups with a steady influx of new members who are willing to carry out acts of violence in the name of their cause (Antonius, 2015). Technological advancements have revolutionised the landscape of terrorism recruitment, making it easier than ever for extremist groups to identify, radicalise, and recruit individuals from around the world (Tapia et al., 2023). The proliferation of online forums, encrypted messaging apps, and extremist websites has created virtual spaces where recruiters can operate with relative anonymity and reach a vast global audience (Pandith, 2021). 
These platforms provide fertile ground for disseminating extremist propaganda, promoting radical ideologies, and exploiting vulnerable individuals who may be searching for identity, purpose, or belonging. example of this phenomenon is the case of Rachid Kassim, a French national who used encrypted messaging apps like Telegram to recruit individuals to carry out terrorist attacks in Europe. (Counter Extremism Project, 2017).  Kassim, a known ISIS propagandist, used Telegram's private messaging feature to establish direct contact with potential recruits, offering guidance and encouragement for carrying out attacks (HT Tech, 2022). He created private chat groups where extremist content was shared, discussed, and amplified, allowing him to radicalise vulnerable individuals remotely (Wiechert, 2017, p. 155,160). The anonymity provided by Telegram enabled Kassim to cloak his identity and evade detection by law enforcement agencies, making it challenging for authorities to monitor and disrupt his activities (Interpol, 2017).  This case highlights how encrypted messaging apps like Telegram can be exploited by recruiters to facilitate radicalisation and recruitment while evading scrutiny from authorities. 




In conclusion, the surge in terrorist attacks within recent years reflects a convergence of complex factors, including socio-political grievances, technological advancements, and ideological extremism (GOV.UK, 2022). The exponential increase in the frequency and lethality of attacks, as evidenced by notable incidents such as the rise of ISIS and its recruitment efforts via social media platforms like Telegram, underscores the evolving nature of the terrorist threat (Binder and Kenyon, 2022). Moreover, the proliferation of online forums, encrypted messaging apps, and extremist websites has facilitated the recruitment process, allowing recruiters to reach a global audience and radicalise individuals remotely (Dr and Binder, 2021). The case of Rachid Kassim, who used Telegram to recruit individuals for terrorist attacks in Europe, exemplifies how technological advancements have enabled extremists to operate with impunity while evading detection by law enforcement agencies. As the threat landscape continues to evolve, addressing the root causes of terrorism and implementing comprehensive counterterrorism strategies are essential to mitigating the risk of future attacks and fostering global security and stability (GOV.UK, 2023).
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