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Introduction
In this report we will be looking at the UK political system and we are going to be evaluating the system and identifying aspects and characteristics that are positive and negative within the two houses of parliament and the pressure of lobby groups.
[bookmark: _Int_U0l4d9cL]The United Kingdom is a parliamentary democracy and constitutional monarchy. With the word democracy derived from the Greek words "demos" (people) and "kratos" (power), it can be understood as "power of the people"—a form of government that is based on popular will. (Annan, 2024).

The two houses of parliament
The House of Commons and the House of Lords are the two houses in which Parliament conducts its business. Their role is similar: they debate current issues, create laws (legislation), and scrutinize the government's operations. The House of Commons is also in charge of giving the government funding by approving tax-raising bills. In most cases, one House's decisions require the other's approval. The two-chamber arrangement serves as a check and balance for both Houses in this fashion. (UK Parliament. 2024).

In order to establish and design effective laws, discuss, and decide on the major topics of the day, and check and question the government's work, the UK Parliament is composed of two Houses (UK Parliament. 2024).
To represent their interests and concerns in the House of Commons, the people of the United Kingdom elect 650 Members of Parliament (MPs). In addition to considering and proposing new legislation, Members of Parliament can examine government policy by questioning ministers about current affairs in committees or the Commons Chamber. The UK Parliament's second house is called the House of Lords. It supports and operates independently of the elected House of Commons. The Lords are jointly responsible for drafting and influencing laws as well as monitoring and contesting the government's operations. (UK Parliament. 2024).
The positives and negatives of democracy and the two houses of parliament 
Even though the House of Commons is growing increasingly diverse, it still does not adequately reflect the social makeup of the United Kingdom. 
 Education: 23% of MPs in the House of Commons attended Cambridge or Oxford and 29% of the members of the House of Lords went to private school only 9% of the British population have had access to private education so are they going to be able to relate to the majority of the country.
 Gender: Although 2023 saw the election of 225 female MPs, this is only 35% of MPs overall (Seneca, 2024). 71% of the members of Lords are men with the average age of all eligible members of the Lords is 71 (Lilly, A., et al. 2023).

The House of Lords Act 1999 limited the number of hereditary peers who could sit in the House of Lords and introduced an election process for the remaining 91 hereditary peers. Of these, most (75) were selected by their peers rather than inheriting the right automatically (UK Parliament, 2024). There are over 800 members of the Lords as of July 2024, with 783 peers eligible to attend proceedings (those on leave of absence or who hold certain outside roles such as sitting judges are still peers but ineligible to attend). Its size is not regulated by law, and it is the largest upper house in the world (Lilly, A., et el. 2023).
In 2014 there were calls for the House of Lords to become an elected chamber, it was argued that an elected House of Lords would never have the fearlessness to disagree with the public and would deny the people access to the opinions of informative peers including judges, academics, retired Generals and head of trade unions (The Week, 2022).
Negative do they know the voices of the common person? (the week,2022)
Pro: the House of Lords is willing to argue against significant pieces of legislation the results of this mean that policies are more scrutinized. Members are scheduled to examine bills that have been passed by the House of Commons during their meeting in Westminster. They can postpone bills and add changes that are then submitted back to the Commons for consideration, but they are typically unable to stop laws from being passed. (the week 2022)
Con: The current system does not allow for positions to be removed from carbonate positions example Nikki morgan did not consite her seat so after losing the seat they can carry on within the house of lords.
The majority of members of the House of Lords are not paid for their work in parliament, although they are entitled to benefits and reimbursement for travel costs incurred in the course of their work, up to a specified amount. 

For each sitting day, they attend the House, non-salaried members of the Lords may claim a flat rate attendance allowance of £180 or £361 (new rate as of April 1, 2024) or £171 or £342 (previous rate until March 31, 2024), or they may elect not to claim any (UK Parliament 2024). Including allowances and travel expenses, the Members Finance Scheme's direct costs for the 2022–2023 fiscal year came to £21,110,000 (They Work for you 2023).

According to Grafton-Green (2017), many peers only attend Parliament to claim their daily attendance allowance and contribute nothing, one example of this is when a smug peer kept his taxi running while he hurried into Parliament to pick up his daily allowance of £300. 

The pressures of lobby groups 
A "lobby" is a collection of people who get together and work to sway public officials and other public figures. Usually, a lobby is established to persuade policymakers to take actions that will benefit the lobby or an industry, either by preventing unfavorable policies or by enacting legislation that will benefit the lobby or industry (Chan 2024).
[bookmark: _Int_kLyoLhAs]The Electoral Reform Society (2024) is a lobby group leading the campaign for people's democratic rights. As the world's oldest pro-democracy organization founded in 1884 by Sir John Lubbock, they collaborate with political parties, academics, and other activists throughout the United Kingdom to ensure a more equitable political system. They are enthusiastic about far-reaching changes to the way politics work, their vision is to bring democracy into the 21st century  The Electoral Reform Society’s achievements consist of the adoption of The Single Transferable Vote method of proportional representation was successfully adopted in the Republic of Ireland for more than 140 years, and the Electoral Reform Society has twice assisted in defending it against attempts by politicians to switch back to Westminster's electoral system. The Society also supported the campaign in Australia and helped Malta adopt the Single Transferable Vote. (Electoral Reform Society 2024). The Electoral Reform Society have two strategic objectives, the first is to elect public officials in the United Kingdom using the single transferable vote and proportional representation, the second is that citizens have a high degree of trust in the democratic institutions of the United Kingdom, its countries, regions, and other constituent parts (Electoral Reform Society 2024). Very few votes are wasted under a single transferable voting system as opposed to other voting systems, especially First Past the Post, where all votes are wasted save for the winner. That being said there are also a few disadvantages to using single transferable voting systems, STV may result in sizable constituencies in places with low population densities, such as the Scottish Highlands. The Arbuthnott Commission did not endorse STV for non-local Scottish elections, citing this as one of the reasons. 
Results cannot typically be announced the same evening as the vote since the STV process takes longer to count the results.
Party members know candidates significantly better than voters, who typically only interact with them during election season. Some contend that a system that gives a political party the ability to swoop its favorite candidates into safe seats is preferable than one that gives voters greater control over the decision. 
Large, multi-member constituencies may have ballots that are large and confusing for the public (UK Engage 2024).
The Electoral Reform Society believes that It is time to abolish this corrupt system of patronage and install a smaller elected house in place of the unelected Lords, where the people of this nation, not former prime leaders, will decide who will make the laws that govern us all and that the House of Lords should be replaced. 
We are the only country in Europe with a completely unelected revision chamber. Additionally, our second chamber is larger than any other in the democratic world. The only larger body in the world is Communist China, and its purpose is to ratify government policy. With 348 members, France manages. 265 for Spain. and There are only 245 members in Japan (Electoral Reform Society 2024). 
One could argue that if we were to elect members of the House of Lords like we do today with our MP’s then the peers would be on constituencies leaving them less time to research, scrutinize and debate issues. 
While Australian and British democracy share many characteristics, there are also some significant distinctions. 
Power is vested in the king in constitutional monarchies like Australia and Britain. Delegating the Crown's authority to the elected government is the foundation of both countries' systems of governance. Australia has an elected Senate, with each senator selected by their citizens. The House of Lords, Britain's upper house, is not chosen by popular vote.
Except in extremely rare situations, the House of Lords can no longer reject government legislation. However, it can postpone legislation and act as a check on the House of Commons' authority. Any piece of government legislation is subject to rejection by the Australian Senate (Rhodes 2017).



Conclusion 

in conclusion, there are advantages and disadvantages to the UK political system, which includes the House of Commons, the House of Lords, and the power of lobby groups. The democratic objectives of the system are undermined by problems including underrepresentation, a lack of accountability, and the disproportionate power of lobby organizations, even while the two Houses of Parliament play crucial roles in enacting laws, examining government programs, and providing checks and balances. Even with its increasing diversity, the House of Commons still finds it difficult to represent the whole social and economic spectrum of the UK populace. The House of Lords, on the other hand, remains controversial due to its undemocratic and unelected composition, especially given its size and lack of direct public accountability.
Lobby organizations that promote a more egalitarian and representative political system, like the Electoral Reform Society, emphasize the need for reform even more. Their demand that the House of Lords be abolished and that proportional representation be implemented highlights a larger desire for a political system that more accurately represents the interests and will of the public. As calls for democratic reforms in the UK continue to grow, it is obvious that constant assessment and modification are required to guarantee that the political system is both efficient and accurately reflects the country's diverse population.
Politics and Policy Analysis (BMSP5021)
Politics and Policy Analysis (BMSP5021








Reference List

Annan, K. (2024). Democracy. Democracy - Manual for Human Rights Education with Young people 

Chen, J. (2024). Lobby: What It Is, How It Works, Examples. https://www.investopedia.com/terms/l/lobby.asp 


Electoral Reform Society. (2024). Replace the House of Lords. https://www.electoral-reform.org.uk/campaigns/elected-house-of-lords/ 

Electoral Reform Society. (2024). What We’ve Achieved. https://www.electoral-reform.org.uk/who-we-are/our-achievements/what-weve-achieved/  

Electoral Reform Society. (2024). What We Stand For. https://www.electoral-reform.org.uk/who-we-are/what-we-stand-for/ 

Grafton-Green, P. (2017). Peer ‘kept taxi running as he claimed £300 House of Lords allowance’. https://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/peer-kept-taxi-running-as-he-claimed-ps300-house-of-lords-allowance-a3471836.html 

Lilly, A., Marku, E., Jakupi, J. (2023). House of Lords. https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/explainer/house-of-lords 

Rhodes, C. (2017). THE SAME BUT DIFFERENT: THE UK ELECTION COMPARED TO AUSTRALIA. https://moadoph.gov.au/explore/stories/democracy/the-same-but-different-the-uk-election-compared-to-australia 

Seneca. (2024). Functions of the House of Commons. Functions of the House of Commons - Political Studies: Edexcel A Level 

They work for you. (2023). House of Lords: costs. https://www.theyworkforyou.com/wrans/?id=2023-09-13.HL10170.h 

UK Engage. (2024). The Advantages & Disadvantages of Using the Single Transferable Vote (STV) System. https://uk-engage.org/2024/06/what-are-the-advantages-and-disadvantages-of-using-the-single-transferable-vote-stv-system/ 

UK Parliament. (2024). Hereditary Peers. https://www.parliament.uk/site-information/glossary/hereditary-peers/ 

Uk Parliament. (2024). House of Commons. https://www.parliament.uk/business/commons/ 

UK Parliament. (2024). System of Financial Support for Members of the House of Lords. https://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/members-allowances/house-of-lords/holallowances/system-of-financial-support-for-members-of-the-lords/ 

UK Parliament. (2024). The two house system. The two-House system - UK Parliament 


UK Parliament. (2024). UK Parliament. https://www.parliament.uk/ 
	
	
	



