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Your Sky Journal

Getting started and talking about 
Reflexivity

• Your 3000 word Sky Journal paper needs 
to be submitted by 11.59 pm BST on 
Monday 27 August.

Sky Journal Timing 

So best to start thinking now! 

• You need to have it finished ready for polishing by Monday 8 
August. 

• It takes you a month to create your SJ, so you need to start by 20 
August at the very latest. 

• It takes you a week to two weeks to get your SJ proposal completed 
and approved. So you need to be working on that by  early June at 
the latest! 
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Creating your journal

Like any qualitative research project you will be required to make field 
notes. These field notes may be reflexive in nature as well as they may 
contain images, photographs or drawings. Thus, for example, you can 
record the appearance of the sky, your responses to the sky and/or you 
could talk to others about their responses to the sky. This field work, 
your observations and notes, need to be written up in 
the context of other literature.

Your writing up will be shaped by the nature of your research and field 
notes. Reflexive field notes will need to discuss the methodology of 
reflexive and then relate this to other literature. Additionally the 
research may draw on art or l iterature for contrast or comparisons. If 
the field notes are ethnographical in nature then the work will need to 
be placed in an anthropological context. 

In contrast you may be recording the changing sky, in which case your field work may be related to 
philosophical l iterature such as process philosophy. 

Thus your 3000 word Sky Journal paper will include an account of your methods, your findings (images, and 
notes) and a discussion which places your field work into the context of the sky as a cultural resource.

What is meant by ‘reflexivity’?

Researchers are reflexive and critically 
examine their own assumptions and 
action through being ‘self-conscious’ 
and self-aware about their research 
process. 

Researchers need to reflect about 
their own location in culture, time and 
place, as well as their actions and 
interactions as their role of researcher 
in the field and any assumptions they 
might have. 

Objective or neutral claims about the 
world are highly suspect to the 
reflexive scholar. 
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Practical Reflexivity: 
some questions to 
ask yourself during 
the process

• What questions do I have?
• What lead me to formulate the question?
• How did it connect with my own life?
• How did it connect to my subject matter?

• Did I get an answer?
• Did the answer help/hinder my research?
• Did it prove or disprove any assumptions I 

might have had? How?

• Was the answer complete?
• Why did I choose this approach? Did it 

work?

Post-research reflexive questions 

• What is the best thing that I have achieved from 
this project?

• What is a particular thing that I found 
useful/exciting?

• What lead me to think this thing is great?
• Was there something I struggled with? If so, how 

did I resolve the struggle?
• What would I do differently?
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Hufford, David J., 'The Scholarly Voice and the Personal Voice: Reflexivity in Belief 
Studies', Western Folklore, 54 (1995), 57-76.

Sources - JSTOR

Hufford states, ‘the application of question ourselves and our scholarly “knowledgemakng” is 
vital to our work of explicating what we know about others. Discussion that presents our 
reflections on our encounters and experiences will provide a  “more accurate sense of where we 
are because it will always require us to tell  how we got there.’   pp 74. 

Also the Researching Contemporary Cosmologies text book

Hennink, Monique M., Inge Hutter, and Ajay Bailey, Qualitative research methods (Los Angeles ; London: SAGE, 2011). 
p. 18-19  discuss some of the issues of Reflexive methodology

If you do not own this book think about buying it as you will need it for the compulsory module of RCC.  

When you come to writing up your Sky Journal – Re read Chapter 11 of Hennink, Hutter and Bailey. 

Observation 
Exercises

and readings  
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Each week one student will present a 10 minute presentation on a two 
hour time spent observing the sky.

• This can be at any time of the day or night, or even dawns and sunsets.
• Photograph or draw images 
• Reflect on how the sky is influencing your emotions or memories

Two Hours – One Sky – Many Views! 

Present your observation and reflections in a ten 
minute talk where you can, if you wish, use a 
Power Point or even video. 

If you are not able to attend the seminar, then 
send your Power Point to the tutors who will 
present it on your behalf. 

Each week one student will 
present a 10 minute 
presentation on a set text.

The list of readings is on 
Moodle  

The Discussion 
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We will use the CHAT 
forum to establish who is
doing what weeks for the
observation exercise and 
also who will be doing 
which presentations.


