Launchmg the
i First Crusade

¥ | i When Muslim power grew in the east, Pope Urban
Kl | called on the knights of Europe to defend the
< |Itk: Holy Land. Rebecca Rist recounts a quest that
3 devolved into massacres, treachery and greed
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o 7w oo Tee Frst Crusade

pe Urban
nad said I'I'IL‘-\ and
ery manv similar

things in his
urbane discourse,
be so influenced
10 one purpose the
desires of all who were present that they
cried out, "It is the will of God! It is the will
of God!
S0 wrote the monk Robert of Rheims in
his Historta Hierosolymitana ("History of
|c.'|,;~.1|nn"dunn_ulhv carly 1H00s. Some
years earlier, on 27 Novernber 1095, Urban 11
preached a public sermon outside the town
o Clermont in central France., summoning
Christians to take part in the First ¢ rusade,
L new form of holy war, It was a carefully
stage-managed event, in which the
pope s representative, the papal legate
Adhémar of Le Puy, supposedly ’
moved by the pope’s cloquence,
lore up strips of cloth to make
osscs for the crowds, Urban
fad been travelling through
France accompanied by a large
entourage from [taly, dedicating catbedrals
nd churches and presiding over reforming
ils, and his proposed crusade was part
of & wikler programme of church reform, In

SO

March that year, at the Council of Piacenza,
a desperate Byzantine emperor, Alexius |

Ul'ba n pI'Oln ised For would-be crusaders, the religious and

political situation of 1th-century | urope

sgainst the Seljuk Turks, whose congquests t]]e CI‘()W'dS tl]dt was complex and confusing. In Rome, popes

LComnenus, had pleaded for western help

were decimating Byzantium and preventing E d . ld were trying to reform the Church, beset by
! = e ¢

Lanstians from reaching pilgrimage sites, crusa 1ng wou problems of simony (the buying and selling

Urban wanted to extend the hand of friend Wipe awav ..tculni.mu.:l office), Nicolaitanism

ship 1o the Orthodox church and to heal the b (clerical marriage) and the need to reform

schism with Catholicism, which had gone all sins x p'dst monasticism, These drives for reform.
from bad to worse since the time of his
predecessor Leo 1X 'd.]ld l)l'(;‘se]] t‘ who had the right to invest the clergy with
We have a number of accounts of Urban's their spiritual office - had caused great

speech, contemporary and later, although
they differ somewhat in what they record.
Yet we know that he called on knights to
Yow 1o Bhight in a penitential pilgrimage on
Christs behall in a war to defend the Holy
Land from Muslim oppressors, and that he

particularly over the issue of investiture

divisions between the papacy and the Holy
Roman Empire, and chaos in Europe.

Indeed, though embryonic nation states
had begun to emerge in Germany, France,
England and the Iberian peninsula, led by
powerful dynasties such as the Norman,
Capetian and Salian kings, Europe was still
a fractured, violent place of lawlessness,

ised the Christian symibxol of the cross as an
cmotive sign of commiatment to the enter

prise. Urban promised the crowds that h.lrd\hnp, civil warand famine. It is casy to
rusading would not just benefit the church

soc why Urban's crusading message appealed
ind European Christian socicty but their

to the knightly classes: it gave many the
opportunity to hurness the military skills in
which they had been trained for a greater
religious cause. Furthermore, a resurgence

wn souls, since all sins, past and presemt,
vould be wiped away through his dramatic
promise of the remission of sins’

DI course, those who responded 10 his of millennial fervour was now gripping

many Christians, who believed that the end
of the workd was at hand and wanted to seize
the opportunity of a pilgrimage to Jerusalem

Call were inspired by a range of motives

seyond the religious: material. economic,

ical, sockal and cultural. Nevertheless,
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they were drawn to Urban's vision of a Aknight’s cross from the First to witness the Last Days. Urban's speech -
tary campaign that soldered together Crusade. The cross became an sparked a wave of recruitment in which |
deas of pilgrimage, holy war and just war emative sign of commament 1o iight those who took the cross were promised a 5
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host of special privileges including protes
tion of their families, lands and assets and
exemption from repaying debts while they
were absent on crusade

Onward, Christian soldiers
Nevertheless, most westerners knew lutle

of the situation in the Holy Land that Urban
believed sparked the need for a crusade

For centuries, the Muslim workd had been
divided between two major caliphates: the
Abbasid at Baghdad (modern-day [rag),
which espoused Sunni Islam, and the
Fatimid caliphate at Cairo, which followed
Shia Iskam. In 1009, the Holy Sepulchre,
which hoased the tomb of Christ himseil,
had been vandalised by the Fatimid caliph
al-Hakim, who led a campaign ol persecy
tson and prevented pilgrims pourneying to
Jerusalem. In recent decades, the Byzantines
had also been troubled by a new wave of
aggressors: the Seljuk Turks, against whom
they had suffered a cataclysmic defeat at the
battle of Manzikert in 1071, Alexius I's
ambassadors were present at the Council of
Piacenza in March 1095, Relations had been
rocky in recent years between east and west,
not Jeast because a former pope, Gregory
V11, had formally excommunicated the
Byzantine emperor. Urban listened carefully
to the ambassadors” appeal from Alexius

to western knights 1o help him restore lost

Charsmate proacher Peter the
Hermit urges warnors on to the Holy
Land, in 2 ¢1270 mage of the First
Crusade's disastious opening sally

the People's Crusade

Byzantine territory, and planned his speech
for Clermont accordingly. He might well
have had in mind that Gregory VI had
carlier also issued (unsuccessful) appeals
to help Byzantium

So Urban 11 had appealed to the knightly
classes of medieval Europe. But the result
was not what he had anticipated, His prom-
ise of ‘remission of sins', together with the
Ivope of material gain, was so popular that
huge crowds of peasants began to dedicate
themselves to the cause, incited by charis
matic, itinerant and determined preachers
such as the persuasive Peter the Heemit
and the dublous Walter the Penniless
From the spring of 1096, disorderty mobs
began to journey across Europe in what
came 10 be called the People’s, or Peasants,
Crusade. These groups tray elled across
Germany and Hungary, often clashing
with Hungarians and Byzantine mercen
arics, yet met outside Constantinaple,
relatively intact, at the end of July 1096

Alexius was dismayed at the disorderly
rabble that had appeared. These were not
the fearsonye western Christian knights he
had hoped for! He advised Peter the Hermit
to await the arrival of the better-armed
main contingents, but was not heeded

At the beginning of August, many crossed

the Bosporus and marched towards the city
ol Nicomedia {modern lzmit). Some,
Germans and Italians led by a nobleman
named Reinald, captured the castle of
Xerigordos before being besseged by Muslim
forces and taken captive, or dying of heat
and thirst. Others, without their leader,
Peter, who had returned to Constantinople,
marched out of Civetot, were ambushed by
the Turks, and captured. By October 1096,
the People’s Crusade was over,

Luckily for Alexius, from late 1096
onwards more effective military forces
in the shape of the Princes’ Crusade began
to arrive outside Constantinople, These
warriors, some mare reductantly than others,
swore an oath of allegiance to him before
crossing into Asia Minor, accompanied by
Byzantine forces. No kings took the cross,
but there was an illustriows list of nobility,
including the pious Godfrey of Bouillon,
Duke of Lower Lorraing; his pragnsatic
brother Baldwin I; the handsome Bohemond
I, son of Robert Guiscard; his nephew
Tancred; as well as Raymond IV, Count of
Towlouse; Robert 11, Duke of Normandy;
Robert [1, Count of Flanders; Hugh the Great
of Vermandods, brother of the King ol
France; and Stephen of Blois, brother-in
law of the King of England, All hoped for
penance, glory, adventure and land



The First Crusade
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I-SEMITISM
AND THE PEOPLE'S
CRUSADE

Hrw-' mfm fervour led to
sm and mur

The first wave of the First Crusade,
the People's Crusade of 1096, was
a mixture of peasants and knights
led by dynamic and persuasive
rabble-rousers such as Peter the
Hermit, Walter the Penniless, Count
Emicho of Leiningen, the priest
Volkmar, and the monk Gottschalk,

Although many of these crusaders
got no further than the Balkans, they
often took part in ferocious pers-
ecution of Jews, particularly in the
Rhineland, in towns such as Cologne,
Mainz, Speyer and Worms, but also
in France, Hungary, Bavaria and
Bohemia, where they sacked Jewish
quarters, massacred the inhabitants
and destroyed whole communities.
Somae tried forcibly to baptise Jews,
despite the fact that forced baptism
was contrary to canon law.,

In response, some Jows preferred
to martyr themselves - the practice
of Kiddush ha-Shem ('sanctifying the
Name of God') - and even their own
children rather than be forced to
convert. We know of these forced
baptisms and massacres not only
from Catholic sources but also from
Jewish writers, who recorded in
Hebrew chronicles what happened,
to record the atrocities for posterity
and to keep their faith alive.

The reasons for these massacres
were manifold. Whipped up by
crusading rhetoric and fervour,
mob armies were likely to become
disorganised, unruly and predisposed
to violence. Since they had taken the
cross to kill Muslim ‘infidels’, they
may have thought it was their duty
to kill other ‘infidels’ - the Jews ~
whom they encountered, not only
in the near east, but in Europe, in
their very midst

These ideas were enhanced by the
bellef that it was the Jews who had
killed Christ, whose death it was the
crusaders’ duty to avenge. Hence,
in committing these atrocities, the
crusaders may have been driven by
ideas of purification, vengeance and
a desire to scapegoat an ‘other’,
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wsaders bes

I first target the Ct
the Turkish-held town of Nicaea
nor. Kilii Ardan, immesdiately fled the scene

and his attempt &

IS gover

',,,‘”n'l 1 retied force was

unsuccessful, The tlown

surrendere d in Jumne

1097 - but to the Byzamtines 1o the crusad

ers dismay. Manud Butumites, the crafty

Byrantine commander, had struck a deal
with the Turks that restored Nicaca to
Alexius
but there was nothing they could do
Meanwhile, Kili) Arslan

hills and attacked Bohemo 1d s lorces at

[Ty westerners were far
.“"”l' I[
walted in the nearty

Dorvlacum. After a hard-fought viclor)

the crusaders O ved a strategic road to
v ntioch, and through cooperathon with
another Byrantine leader latikios, soon

won back many towns - but for Alexius

[his was not at all 1o Baldwin and
lancred’s taste, and they spit off from
the main contingem Lo Carve outl termtones
for themselves. After the pair quarrelled
however, Tancred rejoined Tthe main army
while Baldwin marched north to the town
of Edessa. Although its citizens made him
int ruler with their own loed, Thoros
Bakiwin staged a coup and the county
dessa became the first crusader state
.|IL\.|L]L"

‘.hu.\x'lm the main body

reached and besieged the city of Antioch it
October 1097, Its siepe lasted months, and
low morale deepened still turther Finally
Jfrer Bohemond persuaded a traitor to open
the gates to the crusaders, the it
1098 and its Inhabilants were massas red
LImost immediately, the crusaders werg
themselves besieged
led by the

of Mosul. In dismay

wshim arnmy
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formadable F\((“-'_L"f' , the atabey
Alexius and other
Christian deserters, i ilnim}:\:."'hl'wul
Blots, returned to Constantinople, The
morale of the army was only saved by e
discoverv of the Holy Lance - which supy
edly had pierced Christ's side - by a peas
ant-soddicr named Peter B

Church of St Peter. This supposed relic was

ertainly fake, but it
\ ‘l‘,l boost

gave the army's s o i

The crusaders marched out of

A ntioch and routed the Muslims

victory. Bohemond who by now had
itenhion of marg

seired contn f Lthe City and « stablished the

principality of \ntioch

Territorial armies

Nevertheless, with the death of the papal

who had kept the

wther, fations between

Jegate Adhemar of Le P'wy

crusader armies tog
Bvzamtines and crusaders could only
comtinued their march
w1V ol

the town of Argain

worsen. The katter
10 ferusalem and, led by Raymmwor
LOUouse, ] 'lti Scpe Lo

the spring of 1099, On reaching Jerusaiem
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from happy,

fell in June

artholomew in the
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hing onwards to Jerusalem,

Spped to dangerous kows betore Bolemor
§ 3 tratior 10 open the gates, The

nabitants were shughtens

thes "‘I"-;l':.'}_-' that 1o andon 15 l-li'-

Godfrev of Bouillon and his troops enlered

the city e inhabitants. The

slaughtenngt
anonvmous Gesta Francoriom Deeds of the
ranks ), des
'.\L\;-‘n'_“'.n{ oy, o

Sepulchre

[ ribed how Nk .ll‘_.ll’n'_

ur people came 1o the
o fesus odr saviout ’.n\\ur-.l'l;‘

o

and pay their det

Yetthe ¢ apture ol lerusalem did not bring
harmony, Godfrey and Raymond argued
over who now owned the ciy. Eventua Is

Godirev was declared “defender of the Holy

Scpulchre’, and rallied his crusaders to

deteat an Bevptian counler-invasion lorcy
which was repulsed on 12 August near the

coastal town of Ascalon Ihe kingdom ol
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lerusalem was born, Raymond had lost
the ultimate prize, and had to cotent
himself with carving out land to the
north of lerusaklem, which became
known as the county of Tripoll

So, through their combined
endeavours, western crusaders had
mand :.:n! 10 create tour distingt
territories in the east which together
formed the crusader stales the
coumty of Edessa, the principality of
Antioch, the county of Tripolh and the
klltehin-lll ol ||:.’|\U|t'n‘| Godirey was
succeeded by his brother taldwin, who
100k the title ‘King of Jerusalem Many
knights now went home, but Urban 11 had

slready commissioned the archbishop of

Milan to preach the cross anew in Lom
bardv. and in 1100 new recruitment drives
began in France and Germany. After Urban's
death, papal successors such as Paschal Il

1099-1118) and Calixtus 11 (HHT9-1124) con
tinued to encourage crusaders to travel o
the near east with P'_IL’.II encvelicals |l‘.l“.||
letters) disteibuted far and wide. Starstruck
by the exploits of their tlustrious predeces
sOrs, new armies arrived 1o support the
crusader states, which then saw the umpost
tion of western | Uropean « wlture on castern
indigenous peoples including Muslims,
Greeks and Jews

During the 12th and 13th centuries,

popes continued o call for the defence ol

the crusader states, and to issue the plenary

indulgence - a remission of the te mporal

punishment owed lor sin - [« crusading in
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: d 3 y First. Ne eless, from 1099
- > - 8 y Onwa usader states
- — - despit ss of territo
\ 1y, COMtinuet oe form or
other um crusader
= stronghold of Acre fellin 1291,
not: og : marking the end of the ‘godder
/] age of crusadit
v/ - Aflso as a result of First
4 Crusade’s success pPopes XY
/ . l-n.lil'.ul\lil\.lth‘-.li--!l
\ P an y theatres of war, These includes
> 4

crusaces apainst Muslims in the

Iberian peninsula as part of the Recon
guista, and against non Muslim opponents
such as the Baltic crusades against pagan
peoples, the Albigensian ( rusades in the

south of France against Cathar heretics and

he crusaders engage with the Fatmmids of Egypt ‘political crusades” against enemies of the

ol the battie of Ascadon on 12 August 1099, hawwng ;‘.l""ll states. Crusades wikle ned 10 becon

captured Jenssalem o few Woes « arker. Than wiciony any holy wars authorised aganst heretics,

on that day eftectively ended the Farst Crusade pagans and enemies of the papacy tor whik
crusaders took vows and gained special
privileges. Furthermore, lrom the 14th to the

18th centurics, popes continued 10 < all t

the east. Their calls resulted in large-scale crusades against Turks and Ottomans
expeditions such as the Second Crusade, protect Chrastian Europe Although the
which aimed to recover Edessa; the Third crusades were originally a medieval phe
Crusade to recover Jerusalem; the Fourth nomenon, their legacy lived on o
Crusade. which sacked Constantinople and

Rebecca Rist is professor of modieval b

31 thye University of Reading. Her

established the Latin empire; the Fifth

Crusade to Fgypt; and the two crusades

of Louis 1X. They also indirectly inspired e Papacy anid Crasading in Europe, 1158

countless smaller expeditions, including (Bloomshury, 2004)




