The Canterbury Tales

What was the date of the earliest printed edition of Canterbury Tales on the EEBO database?
1477
By whom and where was the edition published and why might this be significant? 
London: Printed by William Caxton. He started printing in English when most things were still created in Latin. Some of the earliest incunabula in England.
Were later editions published by the same printer and is there anything significant about them?
in 1483. different printing/script style. fills the page edge to edge, more like a modern book. the previous had very large edges to the text. He is developing his craft, and also includes images.
What comments can you make about illustrated editions of Canterbury Tales? What images are contained in it? 
It looks like simplified for printing very ornate manuscripts, probably as Caxton copied the book from a codex.  Each tale is preceded by a woodcut showing a pilgrim on his or her horse, on the way to Canterbury.
What (if anything) can you find out about the history and provenance of the editions you looked at? 
This was one of the first major books he published (1477). The 1483 was the second edition he printed, this time with illustrations. He printed other Chaucer works, and brought one of the most popular medieval poets into a much wider audience through mass market production of literature. He intended and succeeded in expanding the readership audience beyond that of manuscripts.
'The works he printed were a significant factor in the development of literacy and readership in late medieval England.' (British Library)
To which collection or library do the physical editions of the editions belong? Is any information provided about the digitisation process?
The British Library possess both copies. They detail the digitisation process which was done in collaboration with a team from Keio University. The British Library had specific terms on how the book could be handled, such as to how far the book was allowed to open. This meant the team had to adjust their technique of photographing and scanning accordingly. They created a 'cradle robot thing, that allowed it to be safely manoeuvred for the photographs. The camera also could not be above the book. It took 10 days!
What insights might these digital editions offer about the history of the book?
By being able to enlarge the images, details previously undetectable have been used to authenticate books by Caxton using his type, and ‘allowed the creation of a chronological order of his works’.
https://www.bl.uk/treasures/caxton/
https://www.bl.uk/medieval-literature/articles/william-caxton-and-the-introduction-of-printing-to-england
