Finnish Approaches to Learning
 Educational Philosophy
Finnish education is grounded in equity, trust, and learner autonomy, positioning wellbeing as central to academic success. Learning is treated as a holistic process, where emotional, social, and cognitive development are equally valued. Teachers, all trained to master’s level, design learning that emphasises collaboration, inquiry, and authentic problem‑solving.
Pedagogical Practices
· Student‑centred learning encourages independence and curiosity.
· Phenomenon‑based projects integrate subjects through real‑world themes.
· Emphasis on critical thinking, communication, and transferable skills.
Assessment Culture
Assessment prioritises formative feedback, guiding reflection and growth rather than competition. High‑stakes testing is minimal, supporting learner confidence and agency.
Learning Environment
Shorter school days, minimal homework, and strong welfare services create a supportive climate. Teachers have significant autonomy to adapt curricula to local needs, fostering creativity and lifelong learning.

