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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Would the legalising of sex work help protect those within the sex industry. 

INTRODUCTION:

In the UK, there are between 60,000 and 80,000 estimated sex workers. About 80% of sex workers are female, and they may be growing in number because of budget cuts and benefit reductions. They work on the streets or in different indoor settings. Three quarters of indoor sex workers say they do it to support children (BMJ,2018).
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The sex worker community is thought to be one of the most disadvantaged communities in the world. They face threats of various forms of abuse in numerous nations, such as forced eviction, rape, beatings, trafficking, extortion, and discrimination (The Guardian, 2021). Because their occupation is criminalised and stigmatised, which encourages prejudice and judgement, sex workers are often seen unfavourably by the public. Sex workers frequently lack equal access to high-quality healthcare. 

A Crime Survey for England and Wales estimated that 1 in 5 women who work within the sex industry have experienced sexual violence. (Flatley, 2018) However is unknown how many of them attended the SARC( Sexual assault referral centre) for a forensic medical examination.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

1. To analyse if legalised what the impact it would on the sex workers.
2. To gain an understanding of the limitations of legalisation 
3. To evaluate the support available to victims of sexual offences and consider how women can be encouraged to report sexual offences to Police.
4.  To gain an understanding of the industry through the completion of primary and secondary research. 



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Thousands of sex workers operate in the United Kingdom (UK), and the sex work industry has people from all walks of life. In 2019, a report on the nature and prevalence of sex work in the UK was released by the University of Bristol. Some forms of sex work, such lap-dancing, are legal in the UK, but prostitution has some decriminalisation. This indicates that many of the acts related to prostitution are criminalised. (McGregor, 2019).
Increasing numbers of women are turning to sex work for the first time as the pandemic pushes them into “desperate poverty”. Organisations who support sex workers have seen an immense rise in women doing sex for work, this is believed to because of the coronavirus crisis. A study of 222 female sex workers found that two thirds were struggling to afford to eat or feed their children and were relying on emergency food vouchers (Oppenheim,2021).
The criminalization of women in the sex industry, according to the UN Working Group on the topic of discrimination against women in law and practice (2016), "places them in a situation of injustice, vulnerability and stigma and is contrary to international human rights law." It emphasised that the imposition of punitive laws restricting women's autonomy to make decisions about their own lives and health, such as those pertaining to sex work, is a harsh and unjustified kind of state control that violates women's bodily integrity and dignity (Mijatović,2024).
“A national survey has found that women sex workers in South Africa are exposed to extremely high levels of violence. In the year previous to the study, 71% of female sex workers said they had been exposed to physical violence and 58% said they had been raped. One in seven of the women reported being raped by a policeman” (Brits,2021).
Police can help keep sex workers safe by proactive patrolling in the areas used by sex workers, try identifying who is working, keeping up-to-date information on active sex workers this can also be shared by outreach workers. Being the point of contact for enquiries and investigating incidents reported to the police around sex work (College of policing,2023)



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
The primary research will include surveys published on a public forum, where willing adults will participate. The anonymous participants will be asked what they believe may be preventing women/men how legalising sex work will affect them in all aspects and their knowledge of the support available. These surveys will be best suited to the research as they will fulfil research objective.  
Further to this, qualitative interviews will be conducted from three experts within the Police. These participants will be asked questions around the investigative process and any issues with it. This will assist in identifying solutions.  



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
The target sample for the surveys will be willing adults over the age of 18 who work with in the industry. This method of primary research will engage as many participants as possible to obtain the most accurate response. Both men and women will be asked to respond to this survey as the male perspective may assist in building a bigger picture of a more diverse setting. 
The interviews will target experts within law enforcement, which will include a Detective Constable from CID, a Sergeant from CID/PPU, an experienced response officer. These officers will have different levels of experience, and experience in different areas, therefore may have different outlooks on the issues discussed. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

The topic is a sensitive one and can generate debate. And may cause emotional distress to some research participants as traumatic experiences can resurface. There will also be an option not to answer any of the questions if they are too upsetting/traumatic to the participant, and this will be clearly stated at the beginning of the questionnaire. 

This topic will unlikely cause any of the interview participants emotional distress due to it being a Policing matter with which they deal daily. However, should it cause distress then a full debrief will be given.

	TIME SCALE:
The literature review will be completed by the end of May 2024, which should assist in providing a starting point for the questions asked in the survey and qualitative interviews. 

The survey should be completed and released during August 2024. 

The results will be analysed September 2024.

The final research project will be completed and submitted October 2024. 
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