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Summary.
· The Purpose of the United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child. (UNCRC)
· The relevance of the U.N.C.R.C and other acts to Early years’ practitioners.
· The way forward. Bringing the U.N.C.R.C into the workplace.

The purpose of this briefing paper is to gain knowledge of the U.N.C.R.C and its individual acts. With the aim of utilizing these guidelines and implementing the U.N.C.R.C treaty and other childcare acts to better our professional practice. 
Wales took pioneering steps in 2011 and incorporated the U.N.C.R.C into its domestic laws. (childcomwales) The Welsh Government compiled seven core aims from the U.N.C.R.C to use as a foundation for all its acts, legislations and strategies concerning children’s wellbeing. These acts include, ‘The Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014’ and the ‘All Wales Child Protection Procedures (2008)’ to name just a few.  
As Early Years Practitioners there are also many other childcare acts and legislations that we should adhere to in order to care for the children we look after. The Childcare act (1989) is one such act, as is the, Special Educational Needs and Disability Act (2011).  (gov.wales)                                  It is our duty to become familiar with these legal frameworks to ensure that we proficiently and professionally safeguard those in our care.

What is the U.N.C.R.C and what is its purpose?
The U.N.C.R.C is a treaty that was drawn up in 1989 with the purpose of ensuring the rights for all children and young people up to 18 years of age throughout the world. The treaty is made up of 54 articles, 42 of which concentrate solely on the child’s rights. The other 12 articles are aimed at Adults and Governments. (childcom) All of these Articles are equally important as each other and focus on recognising that children have Human Rights regardless of discrimination. 
 The treaty has been signed by 192 countries all promising to abide by its articles with exception of just 2 countries, Somalia and The United States of America. (Unicef)
The main pledge of the U.N.C.R.C is that




every child has a right to survive, grow and live a full and inclusive life where their potential can be fulfilled. (N.S.P.C.C). The treaty supports this pledge with four main core principles.                                         Acyp (2018) states these as: 
· Devotion to the best interests of the child.
· The Right to life, Survival and development.
· Non-discrimination.
· And respect for the views of the child. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is expected that governments and Authorities such as, Education, Healthcare, Social Services and police work together to ensure that the children’s Rights are foremost. The other 12 Articles in the UNCRC treaty are aimed at achieving this goal.
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In our setting, there are particular acts that are relevant to the children in our care.  Of the 42 articles listed in the treaty, there are some articles that will impact the lives of the nursery children in our setting more than others. 
 One of these acts is Article 23 which states that ‘Children who have any kind of disability should have special care and support so they can lead full and independent lives.’ Presently in our setting, we have children who have specific needs of varying degrees. To be able to implement Article 23, outside agencies have been called upon to offer support. Physiotherapists visit our setting for a child who has Cerebral Palsy. They offer specialised care in the form of toileting aids such as toilet seats and frames, to enable the child to independently access their personal needs. They also provide writing wedges, writing aids and customised seats to encourage the child to join in activities. There is also a child in the setting who is finding it difficult to settle into the classroom and has done for some time. Educational Psychologists were called on to question a possible Autism diagnosis. In addition to this, another external agency, Barnardos have also been helping the child to settle in and help with the building of his social skills.
 All of this has been done with Article 23 in mind, with the end goal of gaining some 







    In conclusion, all the Acts, Treaty’s, Legislations and Strategies that are in place today are drafted for the sole purpose of ensuring a child’s rights, safety and protection. 
       As mentioned earlier, as Early Years Practitioners, it is our obligation to all the children in our care to become acquainted with the U.N.C.R.C and other child welfare legislations to provide a safe, enriching environment where all children are able to thrive and get the most out of their education and learning experiences and have access to all that is available to them. 
 And as the N.S.P.C.C. informs us, ’Every child on this planet should be able to live, grow and reach their potential regardless of circumstance.’ And it is our job to make sure that we can be a part of making this happen.
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independence for these children giving them the opportunity to interact and socialise alongside their peers and to be able to participate within classroom activities and daily tasks.
As Article 31 informs us, ‘All children have a right to relax and play and join in a wide range of activities.’ Which the children within our setting are empowered to do with the help of supporting Early Years staff and appropriate agencies.   Article 2 declares that the Convention applies to everyone whatever their race, religion and abilities. Article 3 states that, ‘All organisations concerned with children work towards what is best for each child.’         Within our setting the recommendations in Article 2, Article 3, Article 23 and Article 31 set by the Convention are being met. 
All children have a right to an education (Article 28) And with the care and continuing support from outside agencies we are able to ensure that we are capable of catering for all children’s needs and abilities, within the school environment, whatever those needs may be. 
All of the Articles within the U.N.C.R.C interlink and complement each other to work harmoniously with the rights of the child in mind and ultimately the wellbeing of children. 
The result, as you can see in our setting when relevant articles are being implemented and professionals work together, positive outcomes are achieved.
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