Distinctiveness and regeneration

Introduction
In this assignment I will be talking about the history of Blaenavon and the historic development. I will also be talking about new proposals that will help get Blaenavon back on the map and well known as it once was. Hopefully in the new proposal I will talk about an idea that will attract tourist and give job opportunities to many people.

History of Blaenavon 
Blaenavon is a village located 6 miles from Pontypool. Blaenavon is well known for its iron works which started in 1789. The Blaenavon iron works soon became a big demand for its iron. This led to them building train rails all over the world.
Blaenavon only started small but spending masses amounts adding up to £40,000 to get started. During this time, the iron works had only employed 300 members and only had 3 furnaces. These 3 furnaces would take imported materials and turn them into iron. Later, the iron works became known for its coal mining. The coal mining became very successful and created the name of “the big pit”. The big pit soon became the biggest attraction in Blaenavon securing jobs for over 1300 men in the early 1920s. Before this time, the big pit had workers that were male, female and even children as young as 6 years old. On 4th august 1842, the coal mine regulation act was passed meaning as from the 1st march it was illegal for women and children to work in the coal mines. This meant that all males over the age of 10 had to go to work and supply for their families. If the family were overruled by men, this would be suitable and would work. However, if the family had more women than men, this would cause a problem. For example, a family of 4 men and 2 females would be well off as 4 people would be bringing in an income. On the other hand, a family of 4 women and 2 men would not be so well off as only 2 people would be bringing in an income. This caused a lot of financial difficulties and struggles. This situation is what made Blaenavon become such a supportive community. The community came together to help one another. For example, while the men were working making an income, all the women would come together to look after the children sharing households and childcare duties. All the hard work payed of as the business continued to thrive, supplying coal to countries all over the world. This soon became an issue as other materials were found as more sustainable fuel. This caused The Big pit to struggle and soon resulted in a closure of the business. Before closure, the main source of income started to being obstructed so the employers of the big pit decided to go on strike. This strike lasted a full year causing many families to suffer from financial difficulties. This resulted in the men going back to work. Shortly after returning to work, the men had the bad news of the business closing causing many employers to then be jobless. The Big pit was forced closed in February 1980 and is now used as an tourist attraction. The big pit is now used as a museum. This museum includes equipment used from the workers. It also includes virtual tours and tours that allow you to experience the coal mines as they take you down into the dark mines. These experiences have shocked a lot of people as they soon come to realise that children from 6 years old had to sit there in pitch black all day every day.

My proposal
To get Blaenavon back on the map and as well known as it has been, I am doing a proposal to build a theme park in and around the big pit. Schools all over the world travel down to see the big pit. Sadly, there are no hotels or places for travellers and tourists to stay. I propose that within the theme park, to build a hotel so that tourists can enjoy the wonders of Blaenavon over a couple of days. The theme park will include rides in the fields nearby as well as the coal mine tour that is there today. The experiences will be brought to life as people would be able to go into the mines and have the chance to do a few hours work to really gain the understanding of how these employers felt when working in the mines. The idea of this proposal is to get people to stay for more than 1 day. The hotel will allow tourists to stay for however long they are willing to pay for. For example, they could go to the big pit the first day, explore the mines on the guided tour the second day, and then explore the wonders of Blaenavon village itself the next day. This proposal will give plenty of job opportunities and even more experiences. Hopefully by putting a theme park in Blaenavon works it will attract more tourists than it does today. The theme park will also include food huts, restaurants, drink stands, and other casual shops that you would find in a theme park. The prices of the rides will vary depending on what the ride is. The theme park will also include a arcade and bowling centre and also a swimming pool.




