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ABSTRACT
It is undoubtable and conspicuous that there is inequality in the public school education system in the United States, especially for kids from financially challenged families and households that live in the low-income areas. Currently, existing research and studies have indicated that such income based inequality in the public school education system in the United States has often been caused by two issues, i.e., the racial and ethnic background of a public schooler, as well as the immigration status of either the public schoolers or the families where they originated from. Such inequality often externalizes in the form of lack of education resources for those public schoolers, comparing to their counterparts from middle-class or wealthy families and households. Therefore, this research will go over the existing studies on this very topic of financial based education inequality in the public schools in the United States, explore the relationship between races, ethnicities, as well as immigration status and the education quality and resources the public schoolers in the United States receive. Finally, this research will provide recommendations for future studies in this field regarding the possible solutions in terms of education reform that can potentially tackle this problem, if not resolve the issue in its totality.
INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Background

Public schools, alongside private schools, are an essential part of the school systems in the United States, ranging from elementary level all the way to high school level, which acts as the foundation for a schooler for their general education and prepares them for the higher education at universities that they are about to receive as well as the career paths that they are going to step foot into. Primarily, public schools in the United States are funded through local property taxes, state government funding, as well as federal funding. Taking the City of New York as an example, its budget for public fundings in the fiscal year of 2023 to 2024 is $37.5 billion, amongst which 53 percent comes from New York City, 37 percent is provided by the State of New York, whilst 10 percent is the federal government funding (NYC Public Schools, 2023). The government fundings for public schools, either from the state government or from the federal government, originated from tax money that the residents paid, as opposed to private schools, which are relying highly on tuition fees, loans and donations. Therefore, it is safe to claim that public schools in the United States are operated based on the tax money paid by the residents. Each school in each school district is provided with fundings that reflects the tax amount paid to the Internal Revenue Service. Hence, public schools located in the high-income areas will, by default, receive more fundings than the ones in the low-income neighborhoods and communities, which will ultimately affect the quality of education received by the schoolers from households of different financial status. Another key issue that public schools in school districts of low-income areas in the United States are currently facing is a lack of accessible resources, including but not limited to textbooks, technology, as well as qualified teachers, which will, without a doubt, impose a negative impact on the learning outcomes of such students. According to a report released by the UNITED STATES Department of Education and National Center for Education Statistics (2023), in 2022, amongst students in the eighth grade across the nation, only 70 percent performed at or above basic achievement level in reading, 31 percent performed at or above proficient level in reading, whilst only 4 perfect performed at advanced level in reading, which were considerably lower than the percentiles in 1992. The reason behind the significant drop in percentiles is the disparity and inequality that the schoolers from low-income households are imposed on when it comes to the quality of education they have received. 

1.2 Research Aims

The aims of the research are to explore the difficulties and disadvantages that public schoolers from low-income households in the United States are currently facing; the factors, such as race, immigration status, occupations of the parents, etc., that have caused the disparity for such public schoolers; as well as the possible solutions that have already been proposed by the United States government to tackle this issue.

1.3 Research Questions

What are the disadvantages public schoolers from low-income households are currently facing in the United States?

What are the key factors that have caused the disparity between public schoolers from high-income households and low-income households in the United States?

What are the possible solutions that have been proposed to tackle this problem in the United States and how effective these solutions are going to be?

2 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The methodology for this research will mainly be secondary research. Firstly, in order to discover the answers to the research questions, a large sample size of data needs to be accessed. For instance, the key to the research is to understand the condition of education in the United States for public schoolers. Therefore, the data pool will consist of all public schoolers in the United States. Primary research methods, such as survey, focus group, interview will not be used for the purposes of this research, as the data sample will be a lack of representation and reliability. Secondly, secondary research will allow the researcher to be granted the access to historical data, which can be used to as the comparison group with the currently data to draw the conclusions regarding the tendencies of changes that have occurred from the past to the current stage. Finally, considering the limitations on locations, primary research will be infeasible, whereas secondary research can transcend such limitations, which is a timesaving and monetarily smart choice. Below are the methods of secondary research that will be implemented in this research.

2.1 Conducting Literature Review

The researcher will conduct an exhaustive literature review, which contains a critical analysis and summary of the existing research and academic literature on the research questions that this research will focus on. The emphases of the literature review, however, will be put on the current status of difficulties and disadvantages that public schoolers from low-income households are facing in the United States, as well as the reasons that are believed to cause such disparity between them and their counterparts from high-income households. The idea is to identify the gaps and inconsistencies in the existing research on these issues, in order to highlight the areas that need to be addressed for future investigation. 

2.2 Conducting Data Analysis

Based on the data collected from the literature review, this method utilized in this research will reveal the relationship between the household income level and academic performances, such as Scholastic Aptitude Test scores, as well as college and university acceptance rate, of the public schoolers in the United States. The purpose of conducting data analysis is to discover whether household income level and household financial status play a key role in education disparity for public schoolers in the United States.

2.3 Conducting Case Study

The final method that will be utilized for the purposes of this research is case study, where the researcher will examine the solutions that have been proposed and implemented by the government of the United States, both at the state level and the federal level. The aim of the case study is to find the effectiveness of such solutions and to discuss if additional changes or improvements need to be made in the future.

3 LITERATURE REVIEW

3.1 The Role of Household Financial Status Plays for Public Schoolers in the United States

A dominant belief has been subscribed to by many teachers and school administrators that parents of low-income households or financially challenged households tend to not care about the schooling of their children, displaying a tendency of a lack of competency in help their children with their homework, due to the fact that they do not value the importance of education high enough to encourage accomplishments on their kids (Lott, 2002). It is believed that such issue is a predicament for public schoolers from households with low financial status in the United States from a social point of view, i.e., such phenomenon is a social issue. There are different causes that have been led to this issue, including but not limited to the nested inequalities over the boundaries of different states, school districts, various schools within the same school district, diverge classes within the same school, as well as separation of students within the same class, etc., which have ultimately caused by the difference in socioeconomic classes in which a household is classified (Hochschild, 2003). Some previous research has even revealed that the differences amongst socioeconomic classes have created privileges, especially material privileges for the schoolers from middle class families and high-income households, which is a treason for those children of descend of financially challenged families (Ostrove & Cole, 2003). What is the worst is that such privileges have always been downplayed to the point where they have already created various psychological social classes in the contest of education, which have been believed to imposed more obstacles in terms of academic achievements for public school students from low-income households and financially challenged families in the United States (Ostrove & Cole, 2003). The disparity of the financial status of the households where public schoolers are from in the United States often related to their racial and ethnic backgrounds, whereas the quality of education that such students receive at a public school in the United States is not only defined by the racial and ethnic backgrounds of the students, but also the racial and ethnic backgrounds of their teachers and school administrators (Cunningham & Rious, 2014). Another theory that cannot be overlooked is that social classes, which have been identified based on socioeconomic status, often impact thoughts, feelings, as well as behaviors of an individual (Manstead, 2018), therefore, in the context of public school education, this is the very reason why disparity have been caused based on the social classes and socioeconomic status, in which a household of a public schooler in the United States stays. The unfortunate outcome that has been established by the disparity of social classes and socioeconomic status in the context of public school education in the United States is that there has been prejudice coming from the intergroup of public schoolers, the ones from households of high financial status, towards the outgroup, the ones from households of low financial status, who have often been dissimilar to those within the intergroup (Vezzali, et al., 2018). Such prejudice, coming from the intergroup towards the outgroup, when it comes to the realm of public school education in the United States, always takes a huge psychological, emotional and mental toll on students from low-income families, which will ultimately affects their academic performance significantly, unfortunately, in a drastically negative way. It is undeniable that previous existing research suggested that certain public schoolers from financially challenged households in the United States were able to demonstrate high achievements academically, however, the tendency was that the mass majority of such public schoolers in the United States would always face disproportionate discouragement, challenges, as well as obstacles at school, especially in the adolescent period during receiving high school education, comparing their counterparts from middle class families or high-income households (Crosnoe, 2009). Some researchers and scholars believe that such academic underperformance is also caused by a lack of nurturing voices from teachers at public schools located in the school districts dedicated to students from financially challenged households, which has always been an impoverished educational tradition that public schoolers from low-income families in the United States have been forced to endured and put into (Fine, 2011). 

3.2 Inequality in Public School Education in the United States based on Racial and Ethnic Backgrounds

A report that was published in 1999 revealed an extremely disheartening truth that racial inequalities and racial discrimination were an epidemic in the public schools in the United States, where African American students, alongside students of Latino descends and students of Native American heritage, were facing either suspension or expulsion in disproportionate numbers, often denied the opportunities of access to advanced classes or school programs despite being talented students with excellent grades, comparing to their white or Caucasian counterparts (Gordon, et al., 2000), despite the fact that all school districts in the United States, required by the federal government, under the federal law, to rectify uneven and unfair application of disciplinary actions, as well as to encourage all students to take part in challenging curricula. A study conducted by the UNITED STATES Department of Education based on the NCES Common Core Data for the school year of 2000 to 2001, including 239 school districts with a total enrollment number of more than 25,000 indicated the lowest level of black and white student exposure, as well as Hispanic and white student exposure, especially in the school districts located in the south, which demonstrated a tendency of resegregation (Frankenberg & Lee, 2002). However, a great number of the aforementioned school districts displayed no plans to change the situation or rejected the plans that had proposed by their cities to address this issue (Frankenberg & Lee, 2002). Therefore, according to the conclusion of this report, it is safe to assume that racial inequalities and racial discrimination is getting more and more severe in certain areas in the United States. Ironically, some school districts have been going backwards when it comes to the issue of race and ethnicity. Research and studies have shown that African American public high school students are facing issues such as race, socioeconomic class, as well as gender in the process of education attainment, however, their academic engagement and academic achievements have always been found to be denied and deprived due to the status quo that had been established and deeply rooted in the society of the United States, which will ultimately affect their opportunities of social class mobilities post-school (O'Connor, 1999). However, the absurdity is that past researchers used to believe that the problems that minorities in the United States under the public school education system is genetic, meaning that minorities did not bear the genetic endowment of high intelligence that could be used as an advantage and a merit in schoolwork and high academic achievements, whereas as a matter of fact, the problems that public school minority students have been facing were created and maintained by the unfairness of status quo, which causes the disparity in socioeconomic status and financial classes (Ogbu, 1990). The inequalities based on race and ethnic backgrounds are believed to be the cause of why African American public school students, Latino American public school students, as well as Native American public school students have been underperforming academically comparing with their white or Caucasian counterparts in the United States. Furthermore, the inequalities based on race and ethnic backgrounds are ultimately caused by disparity of socioeconomic status, therefore, studies have found that African American students would face the same challenges even when they attended predominantly white public schools (Benton, 2001). 

3.3 The Underdog of Immigrant Descends in the Public School Education System in the United States

Due to limited English proficiency, immigrant students coming from non-English countries often find difficulties and hardships in comprehending school materials and keeping up with their coursework, which are mostly conducted and done in English. A great deal of previously existing research and studies have disclosed and summarized the situation that different immigrant student groups are currently going through in the public schools in the United States. For instance, for immigrant public school students of Somali background, researchers and scholars have found that school-based literacy programs were often less than accessible to Somalian students, who were deemed as non-mainstream school children, as their literacies level of their native language was found inadequate, due to the fact that the education system in Somali is incompetent, as well as that certain groups of the population in Somali have always been denied the access to education, therefore, upon the arrival in the United States, Somalian schoolers did not know how to speak English or even with very limited literacy level in their own native language, which proposed a huge obstacle when it comes to integrating into the public school education system in the United States, as well as assimilating with their peers (Kruizenga, 2010). It is safe to make the claim that bilingual education and immigrant education have been displaying a huge difficulty in the public schools all across the United States, not only for immigrant students with no knowledge of the English language prior to coming to the United States, but also for those who have limited literacy level of their own native languages before arrival in the United States. A similar situation is also happening to Hmong American students in public schools. Based on the data and statistics conducted by the United States Department of Education, there are approximately 36,000 K-12 Hmong American public school students, amongst whom 85 percent are classified as students with limited English proficiency, whilst only 15 percent are deemed as students with fluent English proficiency (Vang, 2005). The data revealed is by the United States Department of Education is shocking. Therefore, a prediction can be made that for immigrant students from other countries of origin in the public schools across the United States, where the legal official languages or the de facto official languages are not English, their English proficient levels engender a huge challenge for them to reach academic excellence. Another factor that needs to be taken into consideration is that not all the immigrant students in the United States public school system have legal immigration status. Therefore, the situation when it comes to the quality of education that undocumented immigrant students receive in the public schools across the United States in even worse. Admittedly, one of the supports that undocumented immigrant students in the United States public school system are currently being blessed with is from their family, which always demonstrate a great resilience, i.e., opening to changes, adapting to the environment, as well as being willing to explore their options (Lad & Braganza, 2013). However, by doing so, sometimes, the families, including the undocumented immigrant students would display the tendency of letting go of their own values for the purpose of being “American”, which can cause confusion for the children, hence, impact their ability to focus on schoolwork and coursework in a negative way (Lad & Braganza, 2013). Therefore, integration and assimilation, in this case, can be a curse in disguise, when it comes to performing excellently in the United States public school education system. In addition, there has been a common ground amongst and within all immigrant families, regardless of the immigration status, which is being an American and outperforming Americans, which could place a huge emotional burden and mental baggage for the immigrant students in the public schools all across the United States (Rieser, 2016), which have always been prone to be overlooked, ignored and disregard when discussing the difficulties and hardships immigrant students are currently facing in the public schools all across the United States.

3.4 A Lack of Resources for Public Schools in Low-Income Areas in the United States

It is believed that there are four major factors linked to resource accessibility that are deemed to be associated with the account for inequality and inadequacy in the outcomes of public school education in the United States, which are A. the high level of poverty a household is in with low level and limited social support when it comes to the welfare of their children, including learning and studying opportunities at an early state of their lives; B. the unequal distribution and allocation of education resources accessible to different school districts increasing the resegregation of public school students in the United States; C. A lack of qualified teachers that the public school system in the United States is inadequately to provide for the purpose of teaching students in every community; as well as D. challenging curricula are disproportionately rationing out when it comes to interschool disparities (Darling-Hammond, 2013). Based on what Darling-Hammond disclosed in her research, physical education is usually the first school programs that public schools in low-income and financially challenged areas in the United States cut fundings from. In low-income neighborhoods in the State of Colorado, four negative outcomes and severe barriers have been perceived and discovered when it comes to physical education in public elementary schools located in such school districts state-wise, albeit the Local Wellness Policies, which includes A. pressures coming from school districts; B. a lack of resources that can be used to comply the Local Wellness Policy; C. the lack of knowledge of the Local Wellness Policies from the end of public school principals and headmasters; as well as D. a lack of plan and mechanism that ensures the implementation of the Local Wellness Policies (Belansky, et al., 2009). Amongst all the factors, a lack of funding is the key issue that caused the unsatisfactory outcome of the implementation of the Local Wellness Policies in the public elementary schools located in the low-income school districts all across the State of Colorado. Another severe outcome of disparity in public school education resources is that the accessibility to college acceptance and the college acceptance rate in low-income public school districts versus those in middle class and high-income public school districts. The benefits of higher education are proven to be not evenly distributed across all status of the society in the United States and evidence demonstrated that, as a matter of fact, disparities in university access and college acceptance have been becoming more and more conspicuous over time, especially amongst public school students in the United States from different socioeconomic backgrounds (Brown, et al., 2016). The outcome is predictable that the inequality will continue to perpetuate poverty within the public schoolers from low-income school districts, hence, keeps the cycle of generational poverty continues. Therefore, some activists, scholars and researchers have been advocating for the transformation of the public school education system in the United States, to make it more accessible, more equal, as well as more advanced for public schoolers from all walks of life, regardless their racial and ethnic background, immigration status, as well as the financial status of their families of origin, in hopes of breaking off the status quo that has been perpetuating the cycle of generational wealth and generational poverty, so that each public schoolers can have a clean slate and standing at the same starting point when it comes to their pre-college education in public schools all across the United States (Warren, 2014).

4 DISCUSSION

4.1 Introduction

Based on the literature review, it is safe to make such a claim that kids who are from financially challenged families and households in the public school system in the United States have been facing a severe disadvantage comparing to their counterparts who are raised in either a middle-class family or wealthy households. To dive deeper into this situation, a common place can be pointed out that the issue the public schoolers from households that live in low-income communities in the United States have high relevance to their racial and ethnic backgrounds, as well as their immigration status, resulting in such an inequality in public school education in the United States where African American, Latino American and immigrant kids have had the tendency to face lack of adequate education resources that they deserve.

4.2 The Role of Household Financial Status Plays for Public Schoolers in the United States

It is believed that the financial status of a household affects highly on the quality of education that the kids from such household will receive in the public school that they attend in the United States, which has backed up by a great quality of existing research. Based on the existing research and studies on this very topic, it is safe to say that the higher the household income level and household financial status is, the better quality of education a public schooler will receive in the United States, i.e., socioeconomic status of a family is one of the determining factors that impact the quality of education for a public schooler in the United States.

4.3 Inequality in Public School Education in the United States based on Racial and Ethnic Backgrounds

Racial issues and inequality based on racial and ethnic backgrounds in public schools have been a long-standing predicament in the United States. Previous existing research and studies have indicated that students who are of ethnic minority backgrounds, i.e., non-whites or non-Caucasians often face and are involuntarily exposed to discrimination, prejudice, as well as treatment of unfair nature. The unfortunate outcome caused by such atrocities is that it often leads to lower academic performance and accomplishments, higher rates of disciplinary action, as well as a lack of opportunities that contribute to their future success. It is believed that racial inequality is another defining factor that prevents public schoolers from thriving. Another predicament that students from underrepresented race in the public schools in the United States are currently facing is the rapid resegregation imposed on school districts. It is impossible to get past the fact that African American public schoolers, Latino public schoolers, as well as Native American public schoolers are often found to be from those households with low income or financial challenges and difficulties to some extends, which tights back to the factor that socioeconomic status has been imposing on the quality of public school education received by students. Therefore, a reform on public school education based on race and ethnic background needs to be taken place immediately in the United States to tackle down on this issue, in hopes of eliminating the disparity of minorities public school students and the white or Caucasian public school students.
4.4 The Underdog of Immigrant Descends in the Public School Education System in the United States

It is a worldly acknowledged fact that the United States is a country established by the immigrants. As the country has kept continuing to open its doors to immigrants from all across the world, immigrant students consist of another important piece of demographic in the public schools all across the United States. However, there are a great number of challenges and difficulties that immigrant students are currently facing at public schools throughout the United States, including but not limited to language barriers due to the fact English is often not the first language of such students whilst being the de facto official language in the United States, cultural differences, as well as a lack of education resources, such as advanced academic programs, etc. Another issue that the immigrant students are currently dealing with in the public schools in the United States, according to the literature review on the existing research and studies, lies in discrimination and bullying from their peers, which are often also accompanied with a lack of support group.
4.5 A Lack of Resources for Public Schools in Low-Income Areas in the United States

Public schools in the low-income and financially challenged areas and regions of the United States often have no choice but to deal with or even co-exist with a lack of resources, which has been proven to impact the quality of education that the schools are providing and that the students are receiving. Some common issues when it comes to a lack of resources for the public schools in the low-income regions in the United States consist of insufficient funding for classroom materials, teaching technology upgrade, extracurricular activities, advanced academic programs, college preparatory programs, as well as a severe shortage of qualified teachers. Due to the fact that public school fundings are essentially coming from local taxation, therefore, families in low-income and financially challenged areas are usually taxed less to have money to be utilized to fund public schools in the school districts where they are residents to. Although the situation is, unfortunately, inevitable, it is the key factor that denies students from low-income families and financially challenged households to have access to the same opportunities and resources that students whose families indicate the ability to reside in the more affluent areas, of which the predictable outcomes are that it can perpetuate the cycle of poverty and inequality. Despite the fact that government both at the state level and federal level in the United States has been keeping coming up with solutions to tackle this issue, simultaneously, researchers and scholars have conducted studies regarding this predicament, yet so far, the situation has, nevertheless, not been improved.
5 CONCLUSION

The existence of public schools in the United States is of great importance and essence to the core of the education system from elementary school, middle school and high school in this country. It is undeniable that education is and should be the way for commoners to break the generational curse and a ladder for them to climb the mobility of social status. Therefore, education, itself, should never be a tool used the maintain the status quo, however, on the contrary, education, especially public school education should be utilized to break the status quo, as well as reserve the situation that has been keeping perpetuating the generational wealth and generational poverty, at the same time, freezing the mobility of social status for the less fortunate population. Due to the currently research and studies, however, it is safe to say that there are huge inequalities in the public school education system in the United States, which caused by the disparity in socioeconomic status, with consideration of racial and ethnic backgrounds, immigration status, English proficiency level, as well as policy making. The disparity is that currently, public schoolers who commute to schools in the low-income and financially challenged school districts in the United States often display a tendency of a lack of accessibility to various school and educational resources. Previously existing research and studies have concluded the reasons behind the unfortunate situation and solutions to tackle this issue. However, there is limited research done on the measurement of such solutions or the evaluation of these policies, which is something that future researchers and scholars should be focusing on. 

6 RECOMMENDATIONS

One thing is the worth noticing and pointing out is that the disparity when it comes to school resources and education resources between low-income school districts versus middle-income to high-income school districts is that it can be reduced or even eliminated. One solution would be that the fundings granted to each public school should be need based, rather than being based on the tax received from the residents of the neighborhoods and communities where the school district is located in. In order to accomplish so, policy makers should be more vigilant when it comes to budgeting for public school fundings. At the same time, each public school should also develop programs for fund raising, should state and federal fundings come short.

For future research and studies, the focus should be put on policy making and policy development. Admittedly, public school issues fall under the realm of education, however, at the same time, scholars of public policy and public affairs should also put their effort alongside that of the educators to alleviate the problem, for the purpose of equality and inclusivity in the public education system in the United States.
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