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Choose a group or individual within society and education being at risk of exclusion. Use literature of theory to critically analyse whether policy translates into good or best practice in education.


For this assignment, one has chosen to discuss throughout this essay, the ways in which a specific group of individuals are at risk of exclusion within many communities in society today within Wales, specifically focusing on the local area in which one resides. The chosen group of individuals, which will be discussed and referred to throughout are made up of a wide variety of age ranges and abilities therefore adhering to the specifications for this assignment. Furthermore, one will provide evidence to support the discussion surrounding the specific chose individuals. Throughout this essay, one will explain the meaning of social inclusion and exclusion and the explain the importance of social inclusion and living in an inclusive community within society today and tell of the ways in which it is an extremely crucial factor to the everyday lives of the specific chosen individuals. One will also explain the important factor of education within the lives of the individuals and how it is very often overlooked by many people within their personal community. With regards to the areas that are to be discussed within throughout this essay, one will also highlight upon the many ways in which inclusion regarding the chosen individuals has improved greatly within one’s local community in recent years, through the introduction of various easily accessible programmes and schemes within the local area. One will conclude through explaining the ways in which inclusion can be improved for the future generations within Wales, specifically within one’s local community. 
Social inclusion is the process of improving the terms on which individuals and groups of people take part in society, this is achieved by improving the abilities, opportunities and dignities of specific individuals who have been highlighted as disadvantaged by society on the basis of their identities. Through identifying possible social exclusion at an early stage can prevent many possible detrimental outcomes within the future for these individuals. Allowing easy access to many resources, enabling voices and respecting rights provides disadvantaged individuals and groups of people with the ability to have greater future prospects and to be more included within social activities within day to day society (www.un.org.uk). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The social inclusion of disadvantaged groups of people and individuals is necessary for reducing poverty and boosting prosperity (Lauri Sivorren, 2017). Social Exclusion often begins in early childhood. Within society today, children and young people are excluded from daily society due to many factors often beyond their control. Through the implementation of essential support services and strategies within small rural communities, voices can heard and rights are respected, therefore ultimately altering the views, opinions and perceptions of many people. 
Within the local community in which one lives, there are many groups of individuals who have been excluded from society from a very young age, due to having additional learning needs, learning difficulties, disabilities, living in poverty or extremely low-income households, being a refugee or simply viewed as ‘outsiders’ from the community in which they live through choosing to live life in a certain way which is often viewed as different to the ‘norm’ of that specific community. Welsh Government is still working with services to continue to break down barriers which prevent many children and young people from achieving success and reaching their full potential (www.gov.uk). As previously discussed, social exclusion often begins at an extremely early age, which has highlighted the evidence that socially excluded children are more likely to run away from home, go missing or become sexually exploited. Children who have been subject to social exclusion often become involved in crime, substance misuse and have poorer academic outcomes. It is vital that agencies continue to work closely together to ensure that the right services are available to all children and families who are at a dis-advantage within society to support them, ultimately promoting inclusion and an inclusive community environment. Welsh Government holds great emphasis on these factors and continues to attempt to eradicate exclusion and improve the outcomes of children and young people, through programmes offered within education such as, flying start and the foundation phase. (www.pembrokeshirecountycouncil.co.uk). 
Inclusion is vital within education and it is extremely important that it is a key factor and element to the everyday lives of all children within all education settings. As evidence depicts that the educational performance of children who are within the social exclusion bracket is much less, with regards to results and attainment, than those children who come from more prosperous backgrounds. In recent years, Welsh Government has introduced an action plan to improve the educational performance in Wales across all levels of education, with great emphasis on teacher and learning support assistants’ interventions, providing the children in your setting with information regarding aspirations and dreams and ultimately teaching them about current behaviours and attitudes expected and the behaviours and attitudes towards life after school (David Egan, 2013). Influencing children, especially at an early age, with engaging sessions regarding dreams and achievements enables under achieving to be much less, as within Wales under achieving can be seen from as early as age three years, therefore these children are more likely to often regularly fall behind with their education, due to certain circumstances creating them to be at a disadvantage to learning and social interaction compared to their peers, as well as having delayed cognitive development, unless the correct support and guidance is regularly offered to them both within school and outside of school, continuously enriching students learning and experiences (www.josephrowntreefoundation.org.uk). With regards to the group of individuals one has chosen to discuss, a community focused schools programme is a major factor within their daily lives, as it has been created for the use of these specific individuals to enable greater opportunities and future prospects, furthering learning and education within their community for adults as well as children, enabling the individuals, both children and adults to integrate within the wider community with much more ease, through being provided a tailored inclusive support programme. This service offered through the local community school, offers evening classes for education courses, holiday and childcare clubs and vocational courses to highlight a few to the local community boosting prosperity and enables parental influence to children regarding education and overall limiting poverty within the area (www.gov.wales). As evidence shows that outside of the home environment, high quality early education and childcare is one of the most effective early intervention strategies to enhance a child’s developmental outcomes, in particular, language and cognitive development, as evidence tells us that there are great long-term benefits for every child who has great educational attainment especially those children who are disadvantaged (www.learning.gov.wales).
The group of individuals one has chosen to discuss for this assignment who are at risk of being excluded from all aspects of society on a daily basis are gypsy’s and those that are part of the travelling community. One has chosen this group of individuals, as they have a large community within society, made up of many age ranges and large families. Although, very often the gypsy and traveller community choose to exclude themselves from everyday society they face exclusion and discrimination in all parts of their daily life and have done for centuries, and evidence shows this still occurs within society today, especially highlighting children and young adults. Traditionally the gypsy and traveller community are an itinerant ethnic group who maintain a specific, certain set of traditions, this is one of the main factors of their exclusion from society due to them living such a traditional, private lifestyle (www.theguardian.co.uk).
Within Wales there are many private settled gypsy and traveller sites which have been put into place by local authorities, enabling them to have a settled lifestyle, therefore attempting them with the opportunity to maintain a consistent routine for their families, such as school life for the children, following through with Welsh Governments policies to offer the gypsy and traveller community with equal opportunities with the ‘Enabling Gypsies Roma and Travellers plan (www.gov.wales). This plan was devised in 2011 to enable the members of the gypsy and traveller’s community to experience opportunities, whilst overcoming barriers such as, discrimination and inequality. Through the work of this plan, members of this particular community are given the opportunity to make a full contribution to Welsh society ad improve relations with the wider society and community. The plan that has been put into place has a clear priority to provide accommodation, therefore enabling the creation of many sites being designed specifically for the gypsy and traveller communities to live on. The plan also highlights the importance of working on health, education and community participation and working with certain members of the communities, building bridges with social services and the criminal justice system and ultimately emphasising commitment in two particular areas, employment and training, which through evidence, has significantly improved since 2011 (www.gov.wales). 
In previous years the continuous discrimination and racism towards the gypsy and traveller communities has created them to become extremely private and close knit, with very little trust for anyone outside of their community, causing them to live a very excluded lifestyle in their self-made communities, which a very common within small rural towns or villages. 
Within the town in which one resides, there is a very large settled gypsy and traveller community and until recent years have had very little integration with the rest of society, due to the continuous stigma surrounding the community as a whole as trouble makers. Through the continuous work from the local authority as well as Welsh Government, many more opportunities and services have been offered which are specific to the community (www.theguardian.co.uk). Many children who attend local schools are often bullied due them often starting school at a later age, due to parental influence of education not being for them. Many of the gypsy and traveller children have an accent which immediately causes them to be viewed as different by their class peers, even from a very early age. The majority of the children that begin to attend school from the gypsy and traveller community are often very behind with their literacy and numeracy skills, which is often due to unsettlement through possible moving from town to town due to continuous discrimination (www.wales.gov.uk). School teachers have pointed out that children that are part of the gypsy and traveller community are often under achievers due to continuous persecution and racism (www.theguardian.co.uk). Evidence states, that over 60% of individuals who identify themselves as gypsies or part of the traveller community have no formal qualifications, due to the historic belief that an ‘outsiders’ education is not for them, due to them being self-sufficient and wanting to do hands on work. This outlook on education is passed down from the senior members of the community to the children, therefore children wanting to learn a trade from an early age. The continuous emphasis from the community to earn a trade from an early age to provide for the family is due to the fear of possibly living in poverty (www.wales.gov.uk). Welsh Government have placed financial inclusion for the gypsy and traveller community within their action plan to reduce the impacts of poverty and improve living conditions for those with low incomes. 
Within one’s local community, a local community school and secondary school have specialist inclusion classes, where gypsy and traveller children are taught, enabling the children to be taught on a level which suits their learning styles. The inclusion classes teach the children life skills as well as the national curriculum. Within secondary education, there is great emphasis on teaching of life skills and offering vocational courses linked with local businesses, this is therefore reducing the number of young people who are not in employment, education and training in Wales, this is offered through the ‘Youth Engagement Progression Framework’ (www.gov.wales.uk). The Welsh Government’s action plan highlights the work they will continue to do to provide member of the gypsy and traveller community with the opportunity to establish their own businesses, enabling individuals to have the opportunity to work with Business Wales and to have easy access to business advice, and work with existing gypsy and traveller entrepreneurs to mentor those who wish to start their own businesses. The work of the community school within a small village offers regular adult education courses, particularly aimed at working with the gypsy and traveller community, the courses are delivered through the local college and university. The courses offered range university degrees, vocational courses as well as topping up any qualifications. The importance of this project offers children with insight that there is something for them after school, therefore enabling them to progress in a career that suits them, from beauty therapy to construction (www.wales.gov.uk). 
To conclude, one has discussed the importance of inclusion from an early age within society today, on a regional level within Wales and within the local area of Pembrokeshire. The continuous work from local authority agencies adhering to Welsh Government’s plans and policies, increases the chance for barriers to be broken down each year, therefore increasing opportunities for those individuals who are at the biggest disadvantage within many societies today, thus limiting the levels of exclusion that could possibly arise daily. One has highlighted the importance of services, strategies and projects that are offered to the gypsy and traveller community to enhance their learning and development and to create opportunities regarding job prospects for the future. One has drawn upon the importance of the work of the local community school with regards to the gypsy and traveller community and the good, trusting bond that has been created over recent years. These factors mentioned contribute to the way in which young children within the gypsy and traveller community’s lifestyle is shaped, through continuous educational attainment and further education learning. The local school inclusion project continues to offer classes and projects for parents to attend with their children both inside and outside school hours, through projects such as ‘Springboard’. These have all been supported by the local community, with evidence to tell of how successful the work and progress between the local community, local authorities and Welsh Government are working successfully and how they will continue to work and progress for future generations. 
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