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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).
 

The primary legislation that governs the policies and procedures for protecting children at risk of harm in Wales is the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014. The legal duty to report a child at risk is detailed in Section 130 of the act. This highlights the responsibility of relevant partners to notify the local authority if a child is at risk. It defines a ‘child at risk’ as a child “who is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm, and has needs for care and support (whether or not those needs are being met)” (Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014, S.130). Social Care Wales (2026b) explains that ‘at risk’ may not necessarily mean that a child is currently suffering from abuse or neglect, but also the need for intervention to prevent a child at risk of harm. The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 works alongside the Children Act 1989 which is a key legislation within the UK safeguarding children at risk of abuse and neglect. Section 47 of the Children Act 1989 states that the local authority has a duty to make enquiries if they suspect a child is at risk of abuse and neglect. The key categories of harm include physical, emotional/psychological, sexual, financial, and neglect (Welsh Government, 2019a). There may be indicators that a child is experiencing abuse and neglect. SCIE (2019) provides guidance on the indicators of physical abuse, highlighting the typical accidental injuries in comparison to typical physical abuse injuries. They state that accidental injuries tend to involve the bones that are close to the surface, whereas abusive injuries tend to involve softer tissue (SCIE, 2019). When it comes to emotional/psychological abuse some of the key indicators include low self-esteem and withdrawal, concerning interactions between child and parent/carer, self-harm or eating disorders, sudden speech disorders, signs of distress among other things (SCIE, 2019). Social Care Wales (2026b) also provides further guidance on identifying possible signs and indicators of child abuse and neglect for safeguarding children. More regionally, the North Wales Safeguarding Board ensure that national policies and procedures around the safeguarding of children are monitored. Within this, they undertake audits, reviews, and investigations to provide further recommendations in the prevention and protection for children at risk of abuse and neglect. They are key in ensuring that the safeguarding of children under the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 is being followed regionally. XXX local authority’s organisational policies and procedures around safeguarding children at risk of abuse and neglect state the statutory duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of children, in line with the Children Act 2004 and the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014. They highlight that “everyone has a responsibility to safeguard the welfare of children, young people and adults whatever the role of the individual” (XXX Local Authority, 2022, p.2). XXX local authority’s Local Safeguarding Children’s Board (LSCB) is responsible for coordinating agencies to protect children at risk of abuse and neglect as well as ensuring the effectiveness of this work. 

510 Words








	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


Practitioners within both children and adults safeguarding have aligning core aims which are to protect adults and children’s “experiencing or at risk of abuse and neglect” (Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014, S.126). However, within the Children Act 1989 it highlights the importance that the welfare of the child is always paramount. In conjunction to this, adults have the right to self-determine and have the right to make unwise decisions if they have the mental capacity to do so (Mental Capacity Act 2005). It is important for practitioners to gather the wishes and feelings of both children and adults within safeguarding through a child centred and person-centred approach (Department of Education, 2026; Welsh Government, 2019b). 

One of the key differences within adults’ and children’s safeguarding is balancing wishes of children and adults along with keeping them safe. When safeguarding children, practitioners use Gillick competency to assess whether the child is mature enough to understand a decision and the implications of those decisions (NSPCC Learning, 2022). However, a child may still need to be safeguarded despite having Gillick competence. This varies to adult safeguarding, as they key legislation used to assess whether an adult has capacity to make decisions is the Mental Capacity Act 2005. When safeguarding adults, practitioners should empower the individual to make their own choices. (Welsh Government, 2019b). It is important to underpin that adults have the right to make unwise decisions within safeguarding (Mental Capacity Act 2005). This helps practitioners balance the autonomy and rights of adults with the protection of adults from harm. Under the Children Act 1989 a council may apply for a court order to take a child into care if they feel that the child is suffering from significant abuse and neglect. Conversely, there is no such powers within adult safeguarding as the ownership is on the adult to make their own decisions. If the adult lacks the mental capacity to make decisions, the professionals must act in the person’s best interests using a least restrictive approach (Mental Capacity Act 2005). Children’s safeguarding emphasises the welfare and protection of children as paramount regardless of consent whereas adult safeguarding emphasises the importance of the right to self-determine and autonomy. 

Within both children and adult safeguarding, practitioners work within the same overarching codes of professional practice. Social Care Wales (2026a) highlights the importance of practitioners to follow the relevant safeguarding policies and procedures and share information if someone may be at risk of harm. 

410 Words
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