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In the Welsh curriculum, the knowledge of the Welsh language is vitally important. Currently, there has been a big influence on improving the language skills of the people of Wales. “Bilingual education is ‘the only way to educate children in the twenty-first century (p.5).” (Ofelia, 2009). The movement has set a target of one million speakers by 2050. The teaching of the Welsh language has been the same for many years and has not had an impact or made a significant difference in the number of people able to communicate fluently. This essay will discuss how effective The Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) approach is and how effective this method has been. Also, discussions about the training available to teachers need to be improved. The model of bilingualism being presented is “additive”. (Ofelia, 2009, p136) where another language is added to an existing repertoire. Example, Welsh is being taught to the pupils alongside English. Donaldson also refers to the Welsh language and how important it is in the new curriculum. Donaldson refers to the Welsh language curriculum as follows “There is also a firm commitment to the Welsh language and bilingualism, to the principle of comprehensive, inclusive education, and to the inclusion of a Welsh dimension in the education of all children and young people.” The focus is on Welsh identity and the Curriculum Cymreig’ (Donaldson, 2015, p15). He also talks about how Welsh-medium  Schools should be supporting English-medium schools. “Welsh-medium schools should act as hubs for the Welsh language, to support teachers and practitioners in English-medium schools.” (Donaldson, 2015 p115). English-medium schools should be encouraged to use more Welsh language more diversely. Schools are encouraging pupils to listen and to watch Welsh programmes on S4C and to use various programmes for example HWB and Y Porth. Estyn have also come down hard on schools to improve their Welsh language throughout the schools with the Welsh government trying to raise the overall standards to better the education for our young people. 

The Basque education system has been introduced in the Basque Country and is used to teach two different languages. The Basque people wanted to protect their own language (Euskera) and also develop the skills of another language, in this case, Spanish. Wales is in a similar predicament and this approach could be effective. “The multi-lingual education, from primary school age, can be seen most clearly in the setting up of foreign schools in the Basque Country.” (Bizkaia Talent, 2019). This indicates how The Basque model has been very effective and shows that “around 37% of the Basque population is bilingual” (Bizkaia Talent, 2019). This approach could work effectively in Wales to solve a similar problem as its own language is currently at risk. The Basque Education system is “the model to follow in Europe”. It has three different categories. The A, B and D Model schools. The A and D model schools are very similar to what is currently in Wales. The A model is similar to English-medium schools, but in the “language transfer is deemed unsatisfactory” (Qualificationswales.org, 2019). 
Which is the reason there has been a change in the curriculum. In Donaldson Successful Futures there is a greater emphasis on the Welsh language, more needs to be done as the standard of Welsh in the English-medium schools needs to be improved, their needs to be more training available for teachers to better their skills in the Welsh language, and more money available for more resources. There also needs to be higher demands for trainee teachers as a B Grade at GCSE is not sufficient to provide a good level of Welsh in the classroom and this needs to be improved. The D model schools are very similar to the Welsh-medium schools as there teaching is done through Welsh and English is taught via a compulsory subject. Although the problem in Wales is the lack of Welsh-medium schools and the declining number of pupils attending. Due to the lack of fluency in Welsh across Wales parents are less likely have their children attend Welsh schools. Wales could strive to achieve schools in the B model. The B model school would teach in both English and Welsh. This would be very effective and beneficial as the children would then be learning bilingually. This would take time as the standard of Welsh throughout Wales would have to be improved to cope with this change in the learning. Otherwise, this would affect the learning in the school as some children would suffer because of their lack of fluency in the language (Qualificationswales.org, 2019, p26.) In Wales, it would be a positive step in achieving one million Welsh speakers. All subjects would be taught in either Welsh or English and exposing the pupils to everyday use of the language. The children would then be encouraged to share their knowledge of Welsh with their families and peers at home. More Welsh speakers would encourage more people to have pride in being Welsh and being able to speak their native language. One principle that was from ‘improving education the Welsh way” is that to instill confidence and pride in Wales as a bilingual nation with the strength and assurance to nurture both languages.” (Donaldson, 2015, p26). 

There is also Content and Language Integrated Learning. “CLIL refers to situations where subjects, or parts of subjects, are taught through a foreign language with dual- focused aims, namely the learning of content and the simultaneous learning of a foreign language." David Marsh (Diane Thomas, 2019). Wales does a tiny percentage of this when using Welsh in writing, dates and in simple vocabulary throughout the lesson (incidental Welsh). For this to be effective the interactive opportunities need to be ‘real’ situations. Opportunities to use this language need to be made available in all subject classes to broaden the knowledge and understanding of the pupils. CLIL is when two languages are used in the teaching of a non-language subject. This is a term that is used for covering languages across the Curriculum. In the new curriculum for Wales, there is an element where the use of Welsh is encouraged in different lessons and there has to be an element of Welsh or Wales in the YCC. Using CLIL would be a big change, as the lessons would then be taught in Welsh. Positives of the CLIC are improvements in the overall specific language competence. It will also develop multilingual interests and attitudes to learning and help develop methods of teaching and learning while increasing learner motivation. (Diane Thomas, 2019). Alternatively, this would be very challenging as the knowledge of the Welsh language in the schools at the minute is not very strong. Many teachers and pupils would struggle to understand and communicate in Welsh and the learning would then suffer. To learn Welsh from a young age would be very challenging to many children and teachers. This is difficult to achieve as it is based on language acquisition rather than learning. The Welsh language is seen to be learned in real life situations as this is the natural language development. 

In Conclusion, in order for the Basque education system to be successful, there must already be an element of knowledge and understanding of the Welsh Language.  I don’t think Wales can introduce the Basque education system yet, due to the lack of teachers’ fundamental knowledge of Welsh in the English-medium schools. “There is currently a shortage of fully bilingual practitioners in some regions, with less than 2% of primary school teachers outside the Welsh-medium sector able to speak Welsh (Burrowes, Bryer, Bryer, Campbell, & Charles, 2011, p. 45). Consequently, many children outside the Welsh-medium sector have little access to native-speaker models, and nonnative-speaker models have been shown to lessen the support for language acquisition as compared to native-speaker input (cf. Chondrogianni & Marinis, 2011; Hulk & Cornips, 2006; Place & Hoff, 2011; Unsworth, 2013).” (Williams and Thomas, 2019). The B model would require time with lots of funding to improve the fluency throughout Wales. It would, therefore, be very difficult to teach in a language that children and teachers could barely speak or understand the language. “Even though all schools in Wales are obliged to teach Welsh, teachers are themselves in the early stages of learning Welsh and often do not have the required competence or fluency to teach Welsh effectively” (Williams and Thomas, 2019). Currently, in Wales, parents have a choice whether to send their children to Welsh-medium schools or English-medium schools and English-medium schools are mostly preferred. This is due to a large majority of parents not being able to speak Welsh and therefore unable to help and encourage their children to speak the language. In Successful futures, there is a greater emphasis being placed on learning Welsh and this is fantastic, but little will change from what is happening currently. For improvement, there needs to be more funding to develop the fluency of the teachers responsible for teaching the language for any progression.  Welsh-medium schools should be having a bigger impact and promoting the development of Welsh in these children. They should be able to use their knowledge to help the English medium schools reach the standard needed to reach the 1 million goal. I think the Basque education system could be very successful in Wales if given time. If the B model schools were implemented in Wales these would have a significant impact of reaching the one million Welsh speakers. If the training and funding is given to aim for this target it would be highly beneficial. Bilingualism is also seen to be very positive academically and would help the young people of Wales reach their potential. 
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