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The UNCRC is an international agreement that protects the human rights of children under the age of 18. Wales is the first country in the United Kingdom to embed the principles of the UNCRC into legislation. The ‘Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure’, which became law in May 2011, changed the way we work with young people.  It means we are duty bound to consider children’s rights in everything we do. (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016). Welsh Government has adopted the UNCRC as the basis of all its work for children and young people in Wales, and has summarised the articles of the UNCRC in the Seven Core Aims for children and young people.
Core Aim 1 -Have a flying start in life. Articles- 3 ,29 and 36.
Core Aim 2 -Have a comprehensive range of education and learning opportunities.  Articles- 23, 28, 29 and 32.
Core Aim 3 - Enjoy the best possible health and be free from abuse, victimisation and exploitation.   Articles- 6, 18-20, 24, 26-29, 32-35, 37 and 40.
Core Aim 4 - Have access to play, leisure, sporting and cultural activities. Articles- 15, 20, 29 and 31.
Core Aim 5 - Are listened to, treated with respect, and have their race and cultural identity recognized. Articles- 2, 7, 8, 12-17 and 20.
Core Aim 6 - Have a safe home and a community which supports physical and emotional wellbeing. Articles- 19, 20, 25, 27 and 32-35.
Core Aim 7 - Are not disadvantaged by poverty. Articles - 6, 26, 27 and 28.



 

Article 3 – The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all things that affect children. (UNICEF, 2010)
The principle of best interests applies to all actions that concern children. Parents and professionals must consider this in all decisions concerning the child. It is paramount that the child is given the opportunity to voice their opinion and for this to be respected. Article 14 of the UNCRC supports a child’s rights to an opinion.
(The All Wales Child Protection Procedures, 2008) places a duty on professionals to promote the rights of all children so that every child can live in a safe environment and be protected from harm. The procedures clarify how professionals should communicate and work together effectively in partnership in order to identify vulnerable children, keep them safe from abuse and neglect, and, improve outcomes for them.
Integrated working involves agencies working together collaboratively to effect positive change for children. Health visitors, Speech and Language Therapists and Childcare staff play a vital preventative role in supporting children. Early identification, assessment and intervention are key to improved outcomes for later life. This can be seen in the (Social Services and Wellbeing Wales Act, 2014). Practitioners must have due regard to the relevant data protection principles which allow them to share personal information, as provided for in the Data Protection Act 2018, and the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) (2018).
Riddall-Leech, (2008) states that observing children develops a greater understanding of a child’s individual needs. Observations are key to identifying when a child is not meeting developmental milestones. Referrals to other professionals can be made to ensure early identification and intervention can be put in place to ensure the needs of the child are met. Observations also allow a Practitioner to plan for and develop a child’s interests. This would ensure their opinion was respected. Nutbrown, (2006)
The Effective Pre-school and Primary Education study points out that quality adult child interactions, staff knowledge and understanding of child development and current curriculum, is key for better experiences for children. Working with children is more than just supervising them. Staff need to have in depth knowledge of how children develop to know how to best support them. (The Care Council of Wales, 2013) sets out its qualifications framework to ensure that staff working in childcare hold appropriate qualifications and are inducted and supervised properly. This ensures staff are motivated to develop in their role and to do the best for the children they care for.




Article 2 – The convention applies to every child whatever their race, religion, abilities whatever they think or say whatever the family background. (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016)
(The Equality Act. 2010) describes how it is unlawful to discriminate against individuals based on disability, gender, age, race or religion. All staff working with children must work hard to eliminate discrimination and provide activities which reflect the children and wider community. 
[bookmark: _GoBack] (Curriculum for Wales Foundation Phase framework, 2015) states that all professionals working with children must promote positive attitudes to equal opportunities. Schools must develop a sense of cultural and personal identity that is receptive and respectful of others, and reduce environmental and social barriers so that all children are able to reach their full potential. 
(Flying Start Welsh Government guidance, 2012) highlights that all children have the right to high quality childcare that lays foundations for life. All children and parents need to be treated as equal. They must feel included in the setting regardless of their family beliefs or tradition. 
All Childcare settings must have an Equal Opportunities policy which is consistent with current legislation and guidance and is regularly reviewed. All staff and volunteers must understand, implement and adhere to this policy within their place of work. According to Standard 16 of the (National Minimum standards of regulated Childcare, 2016)
No one in society should suffer discrimination. It is a child’s right under the Children Act 1989 to have all of their needs met regardless of race, sex, disability or gender, Equal opportunity allows each child to reach its full potential without discrimination. Malik, (2003).
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To conclude, everyone working with children has a duty of care to provide the best possible experiences for them. It is essential that practitioners have underpinning knowledge of the principles of the UNCRC to ensure equal opportunities for the children they care for. We must acknowledge that all children are different, but equal in worth. The way children feel about themselves is learned and developed through the way they are treated by others. Through respectful relationships with adult’s who accept, include and listen to them, confidence and self-esteem will be developed. This will help children to grow into confident individuals who are secure in their sense of belonging, and are able make a valued contribution to the world we live in. 

 

Article 5 – Governments must respect the rights and responsibilities of parents and carers to direct and guide their children as they grow up so that they can enjoy their rights properly. This must be done in a way that recognises the child’s increasing capacity to make their own choices. (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016) 
Professionals must understand that parents and carers have the lead responsibility for their children. Involving them in decisions which affect their child will have a positive effect on the overall outcome. Parents should be treated as equal and respected.  Frobel suggested that home, nursery and community should be closely linked, for children to understand what is expected of them. (Bruce, 2012) Consistency of care is imperative for children to feel safe and secure. 
Nutbrown, (2006) states that parents need to be taught about their child’s development for them to understand what their child is doing and how they can influence further development. Parents are a child’s first educators. When parents and practitioners work together in early years settings, the results have a positive impact on children’s development and learning. 
Parenting support is included as one of Flying Starts core aims. There is evidence that good parenting is key to successful outcomes for children. Parenting programmes can increase confidence, improve wellbeing and build resilience in families. (Flying Start Parenting Support Guidance, 2019) 
(The Effective Pre-school and Primary Education, 2003) found that quality home learning environments had an impact on child development. Research shows that what parents do with their children at home had a greater impact on the development of their child than the social class or level of education of the parent. Staff should encourage parents to support their children at home by including them in the activities and themes of the childcare setting. 
(The National Minimum Standards for regulated childcare, 2016) states that parents should be asked specifically about their child’s preferences, needs and abilities, and for any other information they need to share to ensure the best possible care for the child. Consideration is also given to the wishes of the child, either through discussions with the child or with the parents and child. 

Article 30 – Every child has the right to learn and use the language, customs and religion of their family, whether these are shared with the majority of the people in the country where we live. (UNICEF, 2010) 
It is vital to encourage children who have English as an additional language to use their first language at home. First language helps families to share customs, values and traditions and helps to keep the community together. Knowledge developed in first language can easily be transferred to second or third languages. (The Bell Foundation, 2019) It is vital to have some understanding of what is expected of a child in their own culture. The greater your understanding of different cultures, the less likely you are to form prejudice based on own upbringing. (Hobort, Frankle and Walker 2009) 
According to Elklan, (2009) It is normal for a child with English as an additional language to go through a silent period or to mix first language with new language. As practitioners, we must accept whatever the child uses as forms of communication. By positively embracing a first language, a child will feel confident to acquire a new language.  Siraj- Blatchford, (1996) states that children need to have their home language valued so that they feel secure enough to attempt the language used in the setting. 
(The Foundation Phase framework, 2015) suggest that, for those children whose first language is not English or Welsh, settings must provide materials for participation according to ability. (The Bell Foundation, 2019) states that providing visuals will support the child’s language barrier. Visuals can support a child with English as an additional language to make sense of information and new language. Learning a language and becoming bilingual is also about learning and living in different societies and cultures. It is not just about acquiring a new language, but also about understanding another culture and developing another identity. 
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