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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Rastafarian tradition has many traditions and beliefs based in the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament such as ideas of history and laws dictating food and hair. The aim of this dissertation is to explore the traditions or beliefs based on these texts and how they are understood in relation to the Jewish and Christian traditions. This is an important point of study as it allows for dialogue between faiths that hold similar ideas and the same religious authority. The Rastafarian tradition places importance on the Hebrew Bible and the New Testaments passages surrounding Messiahship, the idea of being a chosen people who belong to God and certain passages that tell how to live such as food laws and hair. The comparison of these ideas is interesting as it highlights how the same sources and scripture can be adapted and understood differently by several faiths.
In order to fully understand the relation between Rastafarianism, Judaism and Christianity it is necessary to specify which branch of Judaism and Christianity will be studied. For the purpose of this dissertation the branch of Judaism studied will be Orthodox Judaism and the branch of Christianity will be Catholicism. Narrowing down allows for the beliefs of Orthodox Judaism and Catholicism to be understood fully instead of an overview of the different branches. To follow this idea, this essay will also be focusing specifically on Jamaican Rastafarianism, there are several interpretations and branches of Rastafarianism in the Caribbean and across the world. It is also important to note that  there is no official church or orthodoxy. Focusing on certain branches of these traditions allows for a concentrated study of the key beliefs and traditions that Rastafarianism roots in the Hebrew Bible and New Testament. After studying Rastafarian traditions, key beliefs that are rooted in the Hebrew Bible and New Testament can be identified. Choosing to focus on specific beliefs and passages allows for an in-depth understanding of these ideas and how Catholic and Orthodox Judaism interact with these ideas. These Rastafarian beliefs and traditions lead to considerations on how Catholic and Orthodox teachings relate and understand the Rastafarian interpretation. 
The first section of this dissertation will focus on the Rastafarian notion of Biblical history, lineage and chosen people. Marcus Garvey is a profound figure in Rastafarianism, and he taught that black people are a tribe of Judah, much like Judaism believes. This leads to questions surrounding who has the best claim as the chosen people. It also questions that if the faiths all claim to be God’s chosen people, what does this mean for dialogue between them? This area of research will be based on Marcus Garvey’s teachings, as well as other Rastafarian literature, and the book of Exodus. The Rastafarian interpretation of the history in the Hebrew Bible links them to King Solomon and a genealogical link to Jewish History as their own. Rastafarian ideas of lineage and their biblical history will be compared to Jewish and Christian understanding and doctrine as to understand how their interpretations relate to each other. 
The second part of this dissertation will focus on ideas surrounding Messiahship. Rastafarianism, Judaism and Catholicism all hold strong beliefs surrounding the messiah. Rastafarianism believes the  Halie Selassie, who was an Ethiopian Emperor, is the messiah and has links to King Solomon. Christianity believes that Jesus is the messiah and Judaism believes that the messiah is yet to come. These ideas both contrast the religions and give them similarities. These ideas of the Messiah and what the Messiah means stems from similar passages in the Hebrew Bible and New Testament. Despite this Judaism, Rastafarianism and Catholicism have understood and related to these passages in different ways. The idea of Messiah is a profoundly significant element of all these religions and the way they understand the Messiah leads to interesting conversation between faiths. The Rastafarian idea of the Messiah and its basis in the Hebrew Bible and New Testament will be explored and compared to the Orthodox and Catholic understanding of these same sources, as well as Rastafarian figures and their understandings and teachings. 
The third section will focus on traditions that stem from the Hebrew Bible and New Testament that are practiced by Rastafarianism, Judaism and Catholicism. This section will study the origins of food laws in scripture and compare the laws between faiths. Orthodox Judaism practices Kosher food laws and branches of Rastafarianism practice Ital food laws. These practices have similar origins in the Hebrew Bible. Both faiths focus on ideas of purity and food that God has declared unclean. This highlights how these faiths use the same scripture and have similar ideas, but they result in different traditions. It also raises questions about how they relate to and understand each other’s food laws. These ideas will be linked back to their origin in the books Deuteronomy and Leviticus of the Hebrew Bible and how these passages about food laws have applied to Judaism, Rastafarianism and Catholicism. Focusing on the passages that highlight specific food laws and highlighting how the different interpretations relate to each other. 
The final and fourth section of this dissertation will focus on the Biblical laws surrounding hair and texts such as the story of Samson and Delilah which will be studied. In order to understand the lasting effects on Rastafarianism, Judaism and Catholicism. Both Orthodox Judaism and Rastafarian traditions place importance on hair laws and the ideas of preserving the sacred aspects of hair personally and spiritually. The dreadlocks are deeply connected to the Rastafarian spirituality surrounding faith and politics. Similarly, Orthodox Judaism places importance on hair and a deeply private and personal aspect of a person’s faith. By understanding the basis of the Rastafarian tradition in scripture it can be compared to the Jewish interpretation and lead to dialogue between the two faiths. It is important to note that interpretation of hair laws is a deeply personal part of these faiths and they are followed as closely as the individual believes they should. This is to say not all Rastafarians have dreadlocks and all Orthodox Jewish individuals grow their hair out. 
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