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Offensive weapons - Group task

In each of the below scenarios decide whether the named person has committed the offence of having an offensive weapon contrary to Section 1 Prevention of Crime Act 1953 and be prepared to give an explanation for your answer.

1. Wilson has a baseball bat in her car which she carries in case she is attacked by someone in an incident of ‘road rage’.

2. Simpson is walking home from work one evening when she is threatened by a youth. She grabs a brick which is lying on the ground intending to use it to hit the youth with if he attacks her.

3. Barnes is a member of a gang of football supporters. He goes to watch his local team play football and takes some sharpened coins to throw at the opposing supporters.

4. Masters and his friend are on their way to the local pub to ‘sort out’ some rivals. Masters gives his friend a pickaxe handle to carry, intending that when they get to the pub, Masters will use the pickaxe handle to beat someone with.

5. Grant is an antiques collector. At a visit to an antiques fair he buys a hollow walking stick which has a sword concealed inside it. That evening he goes out for a walk, taking his new walking stick with him.

6. PC Aziz decides to go out for an evening in town. He decides to take his expandable baton with him in case he runs into any bother. 

7. Graham has had an argument with one of his neighbours. He finds a piece of wood in his garage and decides to drive some nails through one of the ends. He intends to use this piece of wood to attack his neighbours with and places it on

the ground next to him while he sits in the garden.
Offensive weapons - Group task -Trainer’s guide
1. Wilson has a baseball bat on the back seat of her car which she carries in case she is attached by someone in an incident of ‘road rage’.

A baseball bat could be something that is intended for causing injury to someone. In these circumstances we are told that that is what the intention is. There is no specific or immediate danger so therefore there is no reasonable excuse. The baseball bat is carried on the back seat of the car, Wilson knows about it, so if the car is in a public place, eg driven on the road, then Wilson will commit the offence. Because the article is only intended for use in causing injury, more evidence will need to be gained to prove the offence.

2. Simpson is walking along the street one evening when she is threatened by a youth. She grabs a brick which is lying on the ground intending to use it to hit the youth with if he attacks her.

Simpson is walking along the street (a public place). The brick is an article intended for use in causing injury to another person. Simpson has the brick with her. Simpson may, however, have a reasonable excuse in that she was under immediate and specific danger.

3. Barnes is a member of a gang of football supporters. He goes to watch his local team play football and takes some sharpened coins to throw at the opposing supporters.

Barnes is in a public place, even though payment is required. The coins are articles which have been adapted to cause injury to another person. He cannot have any reasonable excuse for having these items with him.

4. Masters and his friend are on their way to the local pub to ‘sort out’ some  rivals. Masters gives his friend a pickaxe handle to carry, intending that when they get to the pub, Masters will use the pickaxe handle to beat someone with.

The pickaxe handle is an article that is intended to cause injury. Masters and his friend are in a public place. There is no reasonable excuse. The point here is, does Masters have the article with him? If Masters has a close physical link with the article and it is readily accessible then Masters has it with him. As a footnote, his friend will also commit the offence even though the friend is not personally intending to use it to cause injury.

5. Grant is an antiques collector. At a visit to an antiques fair he buys a hollow walking stick which has a sword concealed inside it. That evening he goes out for a walk, taking his new walking stick with him.

Grant is in a public place. He has this article with him. He has no intention of causing injury to anyone. Because the article is made for causing injury, Grant must prove that he had lawful authority or reasonable excuse to have it with him.

This would be unlikely. In any event, the Home Secretary has listed swordsticks as offensive weapons in their own right.

6. PC Aziz decides to go out for an evening in town. He decides to take his expandable baton with him in case he runs into any bother.

PC Aziz is in a public place and has this article with him. The article is made for causing injury and is specifically catered for as a ‘telescopic truncheon’. Truncheons in general are also included in the Act as ‘straight, side-handled or friction lock truncheons’ sometimes known as a baton. What must be considered here is whether PC Aziz has lawful authority or reasonable excuse to have it with him. As PC Aziz is off duty it would appear that he does not have the lawful authority that he would have were he on duty.

7. Graham has had an argument with one of his neighbours. He finds a piece of wood in his garage and decides to drive some nails through one of the ends. He intends to use this piece of wood to attack his neighbours with and places it on

the ground next to him while he sits in the garden. 

Graham has made an article for causing injury to someone. He has it with him in the garden and would appear to have no lawful authority or reasonable excuse to have it with him. He is in his own garden, which is not a public place.
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