Creation myth- genesis
Genesis 2:15-3:7 (New Revised Standard Version)
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”
18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.”19 So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man[c] there was not found a helper as his partner. 21 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 23 Then the man said,
“This at last is bone of my bones
    and flesh of my flesh;
this one shall be called Woman,[d]
    for out of Man[e] this one was taken.”
24 Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed.
The First Sin and Its Punishment
3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; 5 for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,[a] knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

The aim of this Analysis is to provide a new perspective on the story of Adam and Eve by removing the significance placed upon their gender and instead focussing on their symbolic meaning. To do this I shall find what the names themselves may mean, what they represent and imply, as well as looking at wider concepts contained within the passage.
Adam
To begin, we should look at the original names of Adam and Eve and what they represent. 
The name Adam derives from the Hebrew word Adama meaning earth or soil, it is also said in Genesis 2 that God forms "Adam" out of "the dust of the ground". 
This indicates that Adam was a representation of the Earth, a basic representation of all humankind, but in a form and at a point where it had not yet fully developed into its full potential or regressed depending how life in Eden would be judged. At this point Adam simply existed in the form and manner created by God.
Adam being alone is also significant, the Earth had the cattle, the birds and all the other creatures God had created but Adam was made to be superior to those around them, this resulted in Adam being unable to find companionship. God notices this and decides that they should create a partner for Adam, thus Eve comes into the world.
Creation of Eve
Before analysing Eve’s name, we should look at the creation of Eve. 
As the text states “So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh.  And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man.” 
The primary challenge with this passage is that the process on how Eve was created had been mistranslated. The word sela is used to describe what was taken from Adam and the meaning of Sela appears to be side, and not rib. Sela has been used in other passages throughout the bible to describe the side of various things. The side of the temple (Ezekiel 41:11), the side of the ark of the covenant (Exodus 25:12), and the side or slope of a mountain (II Samuel 16:13). 
This indicates that Eve was created not by an insignificant rib but by a whole side of Adam. And again, if you look at this without gender, humankind has been split in two and that both sides would have been completely equal; the text states that after the ‘rib’ was taken God then “closed up its place with flesh” this is important as it shows that Adam’s side was replaced but was not replicated and so both Adam and Eve were completely formed with one equal half of humankind.
 Before going further, Eve’s name should be understood to give a greater context.
Eve
The name Eve, like Adam, carries a more symbolic meaning. Eve’s original name is Ḥawwāh meaning ‘living’ or ‘life’. What’s interesting is that Eve, being a half of Adam, embodies such an imperative thing for humankind. With Adam being split in half, does this indicate that Adam no longer has life, as mentioned before, their side was replaced not replicated. 
Because of this, can Adam still be seen as something made in the ‘image of God’. Adam was made with both sides to begin with but now is only half of their original being. Perhaps God intentionally split Adam as they wanted the two to live in harmony and for Adam to eventually find a helper who can become a partner. Or maybe God intended to create a situation that allowed humankind to change as now there shall be two opinions. 
Eden
Now that Adam and Eve have been explored, we should discuss Eden, namely, the two trees in the centre and the serpent. the trees are the tree of knowledge of good and evil and the tree of life. When Adam was created by God, they were told that they could eat from any tree, however, they were forbidden to eat from the tree of knowledge, or they shall die. The tree of knowledge can represent the balance of good and evil or how they began to come together. The tree of life, as the name implies, bears fruit that shall grant eternal life. The tree of life has been taken to be used as an image of wisdom and understanding. For example: “She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; those who hold her fast are called blessed.” (Proverbs 3:18). 
The question remains as to why God would have created the opportunity for Adam and Eve to eat from the Tree of Knowledge, if to do so would bring about their death.
The serpent, like the trees, are harder to understand than Adam and Eve, the question is why did God allow such things? He forbade both Adam and Eve to eat from the trees and yet allowed them access to do so; the serpent is a mystery as well for it is one of only two talking animals in the Old Testament, the other being Balaam’s donkey in Num 22:18-30. The text states the “serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal the Lord God had made” this shows the serpents cunning and could allude to the fact that the serpent itself had eaten from the tree of knowledge, for it knows it is enticing something evil by going against Gods will. 
This could be enforced by the Hebrew word forsnake, Nāḥāš. This word is also linked to divination, meaning the seeking of knowledge through supernatural means. As the serpent is talking, it could be reasonable to see it as a magical creature. The serpent is believed to represent temptation, or perhaps choice. It is easy to interpret the snakes’ actions as malicious, but there is little to justify what motivation the snake would have had to act with malice. Rather, given the understanding of Gods omniscience, their all-knowing nature, it makes sense that the snake was created exactly as it was intended to be, to fulfil the purpose of tempting Eve and bringing into life the concept of free will, of choice. This concept of free will runs deeply through the New Testament, albeit in an implicit rather than explicit manner, and given Gods all-knowing nature he already knew the path that mankind would take, and the need for Jesus to be born and to die for mans sins. 
The question then would arise, why would God choose such a path if they knew that it would cause man to turn from them. There are many references to freedom within both the Old and New Testament including references to man needing to make a conscious decision to turn from sin, Acts 3:19 says “So turn away from your sins. Turn to God.” This indicates that the act of moving beyond sin was one of free choice. Romans 6 22, indicates that the way to achieve everlasting life is to be made free from sin “But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the everlasting life”. 
It is reasonable to surmise that in order to achieve everlasting life man had to know sin and choose to move away from it, that without the original sin, man would never have been able to achieve the Kingdom of Heaven.
John 3 16 “And God so loved the World that he gave his only begotten son, that who ever believes in him shall not perish but have everlasting life”
Job 34 4 “Let us choose for ourselves what is right”

To conclude, I believe that the story of Adam and Eve holds a greater meaning when gender is not applied. The gendered identity of Adam and Eve is a simplistic viewpoint, one that has supported many beliefs that Eve as a woman was in fact lesser than Adam, and that by convincing Adam to eat the apple, that woman kind as a whole, was in some way a temptress.
This interpretation of gendered identity could easily be the result of the many transcriptions of the bible, bringing into bear minor changes in meaning with each transcript.
Thinking of Eve, instead of as a woman, but actually the embodiment of life and half of Adam, shows that a woman was not at fault but rather the curiosity of humanity and the need to know more implies that it was inevitable for humans to sin. 
Taking into account of the availability of the two trees and the serpent with its lack of motive certainly seems as if it was intended, especially giving consideration to Gods omniscience. 
That in fact, it was necessary for Adam and Eve to eat the apple, for humankind to be able to achieve everlasting life by making the choice to turn from sin and to God. 
Understanding that God was disappointed and angry at the actions of Adam, Eve and the Snake, punishing them for evermore, this does not mean that it was not required and intentional.
In the New Testament, Matthew 26 v21, Jesus said “I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me”. 
This foresight of mans betrayal seems to mirror the acts in the Garden of Eden, where despite Gods knowledge of what would follow and his omnipotence, meaning he could have changed what happened, he chose to allow all three parties to continue on this path, with the purpose of ensuring humankind would be able to achieve everlasting life in the Kingdom of Heaven.



[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The Holy bible, king James version
Ishmael-Novel by Daniel Quinn (page 259-265)
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